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Psalm 56:3-4

There is a slogan that has worked its way into popular usage over the past few years: the
stalwart cry, “No Fear!” Generally, this phrase is attached to some daring athletic attempt.
But can the expression also find a deeper meaning related to our Christian life?

Clearly, it is impossible to live in this world without ever facing uncertainty, doubt,
confusion, and even honest fear. Scripture does not dismiss these concerns. Instead, the
Word is truthful about the adversity that we all face. The right response to these hardships
is to admit our fears to the Lord and trust that He will work the situation out for His own
glory and our good. (See Psalm 56:11.)

Too many people try to excuse God from responsibility when they come up against an
apparently immovable obstacle. What we often fail to realize is that God may desire to
use that hardship to shape us into the person He wants us to be.

You see, adversity is an opportunity for God to purify our faith. Because God alone is
sovereign in the universe, He desires to be sovereign in our individual lives as well. If we
place our faith in anything other than God, He is swift to remove those obstructions that
hinder our walk with Him.
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If you are going through adversity, pray for the discernment to ask yourself, Is this
something that God may be allowing to occur in my life in order to bring me closer to
Him? If so, trust Him to reorder your life so He may remain Lord of your faith.
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Hebrews 10:23-25

When you hear the word church, do you picture a little white building full of smiling
people in fancy clothes? As lovely as that image may be, God’s design for church is
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unrelated to it. He created the church to be a unified fellowship of believers who
encourage each other and carry out His ministry to the world.

The Bible clearly defines the following as ministries of the church: worshipping the living
God, instructing and edifying believers, making disciples of all nations, and serving the
needy. Unless the leadership is careful, however, these purposes can all too easily get out
of balance, with the unfortunate result that the body ends up malnourished. For example, a
church with too heavy an emphasis on praise could become introverted. Congregations
that overemphasize teaching might lose their joy, and those that evangelize to the neglect
of the other areas could miss out on great faith.

Because of sin and human imperfection, we do not experience church as it was originally
intended. Instead, there’s a tendency to overemphasize certain ministry areas. What’s
more, divisive arguments—many of which concern minor issues, such as music
preferences or clothing choices—too often destroy church unity. Greed, pride, selfishness,
and gossip can also tear a congregation apart.

Since they’re composed of imperfect people, churches will be imperfect too, and
expecting anything else will lead to disappointment. Nonetheless, we should strive for
God’s original design, continually measuring ourselves against Scripture and correcting
course to realign with His purpose.
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Colossians 1:18, Colossians 1:24

Church buildings are plentiful in our country. Locating one may be easy, but wisely
deciding which to join involves more thought. God’s Word gives us some specific
instructions in this matter.

First, let’s explore the original biblical meaning of the word “church.” The term ecclesia
meant a group of people who are called out of the world’s system by God’s grace for the
purpose of assembling to worship and serve Christ. Ephesians 5:22-30 further specifies
that believers are the body and Jesus is the head of such a fellowship. Under His
leadership, we can enjoy the unity and purpose that He intended.

God’s design for this sacred gathering involves worship, instruction, encouragement,
evangelism, and ministry to those in need, both within the fellowship and outside its
walls. A healthy, vibrant congregation is possible when members rely on the Holy Spirit’s
guidance. The work of the church is to be done in His power, in humble and prayerful
submission to the Lord.

To help you determine whether a church is following the design laid out in Scripture, here
are some important questions to ask: Do they believe God’s Word is infallible and
inerrant? Is the church discipling her people? Does the fellowship have some kind of
missionary or evangelistic program?

Joining a congregation is an important decision, as a fellowship of believers is one tool
God uses to mature and encourage His children. Those three questions can be helpful in
discerning God’s will. Listen for His Spirit to warn or direct as you prayerfully investigate
your options.
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Luke 5:1-11

On the Sea of Galilee, the optimal time of the day for fishing had passed hours earlier, so
the fishermen were now cleaning their nets along the shore. But at the request of an
itinerant preacher, one lowered his into the water. The reward for Peter’s trust was a
record-breaking—and net-breaking—catch.

As believers, we likewise want success in overcoming doubts so that we can courageously
follow God. But sometimes we rely on our own faculties to decide whether or not we will
trust Him. Perhaps what He is asking of us seems unreasonable. For instance, the
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principle of tithing goes against human wisdom: When we give God one-tenth of our
income, He makes the remaining 90 percent spread further than a hoarded 100 percent
could.

In other situations, we hesitate to trust the Lord because our knowledge or experience
contradicts His plan. All of Peter’s expertise indicated that fishing at such an hour would
be useless. Sometimes God challenges believers to act even when they do not understand
how they can be successful.

Listening to others’ opinions is another stumbling block to unswerving faith. There is a
time for seeking godly counsel, but when the Lord makes His will clear, we are to act.
We’re not to pick up the phone to ask a few friends what they think. No opinion matters
except that of Jehovah, who does not make mistakes in presenting His plan.

The next time you find yourself in doubt, think about what is causing you to hesitate.
Then you can pray specifically to overcome the faith hurdle and move on, knowing that
God blesses steps we take to follow Him.
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Psalm 126

People love inspiring stories. Biographies of the down-and-out who make great use of a
second chance tend to top best-seller lists. But few people have a life of such
drama—most of us are quite ordinary. Sadly, some believers think that being a “regular
Joe” makes their testimony unexciting and therefore less valuable. Nothing could be
further from the truth. What the Lord has done for any of us is just as extraordinary as
what He did by redeeming those with a past of more noticeable sin.

A personal testimony is a way of expressing what God has done and is doing in one’s life.
It is a powerful tool for getting an unbeliever interested in spiritual matters. No matter
how commonplace our words may sound compared to someone else’s, the Lord will see
to it that they impact the hearers who need them.

Let me give you an example. Suppose a 6-year-old girl named Tina receives salvation.
When she is 18, she will be able to tell her friends of God’s greatness. She can explain
that He makes the gospel clear to a child and yet reveals something new to her every day.
When Tina is 80, she will have a lifetime of service opportunities to share. Her testimony
may not be exciting according to the world’s criteria, but it is spiritual gold.

You have no idea how far-reaching your testimony can be. God says that His words will
not return to Him without completing the work He sent them to do (Isa. 55:11). When
believers share their faith, they are carrying His gospel to a needy world. And the story of
Jesus’ saving grace is always inspiring.
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