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Luke 5:1-11

On the Sea of Galilee, the optimal time of the day for fishing had passed hours earlier, so
the fishermen were now cleaning their nets along the shore. But at the request of an
itinerant preacher, one lowered his into the water. The reward for Peter’s trust was a
record-breaking—and net-breaking—catch.

As believers, we likewise want success in overcoming doubts so that we can courageously
follow God. But sometimes we rely on our own faculties to decide whether or not we will
trust Him. Perhaps what He is asking of us seems unreasonable. For instance, the
principle of tithing goes against human wisdom: When we give God one-tenth of our
income, He makes the remaining 90 percent spread further than a hoarded 100 percent
could.

In other situations, we hesitate to trust the Lord because our knowledge or experience
contradicts His plan. All of Peter’s expertise indicated that fishing at such an hour would
be useless. Sometimes God challenges believers to act even when they do not understand
how they can be successful.

Listening to others’ opinions is another stumbling block to unswerving faith. There is a
time for seeking godly counsel, but when the Lord makes His will clear, we are to act.
We’re not to pick up the phone to ask a few friends what they think. No opinion matters
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except that of Jehovah, who does not make mistakes in presenting His plan.

The next time you find yourself in doubt, think about what is causing you to hesitate.
Then you can pray specifically to overcome the faith hurdle and move on, knowing that
God blesses steps we take to follow Him.
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