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Daily Devotional, Monday, May 8, 2017 - The Character of Gossip

Romans 1:28-31

God hates gossip. He wants our speech to be pleasing to Him—and He certainly does not
consider idle talk or mean-spirited words pleasant (Col. 3:8). Sadly, gossip is practiced so
freely that even some believers participate and try to justify their chatter. But hearsay has
no place in a Christian’s life.

Romans 1 contains one of the Bible’s lists of sins. The book’s author—the apostle
Paul—is reminding believers that God has revealed Himself to all mankind. Those who
reject Him and chase after idols are turned over to their evil worship and the immoral
practices that go with serving self (Romans 1:24-25). Gossip appears in the middle of the
list; God despises it because malicious talk destroys lives whether the stories are true or
false. The person who is targeted by the rumor often loses the respect of those who listen
to it. Hurt feelings may not be the only negative effect; a job or relationship could be lost
as well.

Those spreading tales also face destructive consequences. People who refuse to control
the tongue reveal evil motives or, at the very least, a lack of discipline. As a result,
believers and unbelievers alike will often avoid such untrustworthy individuals. For a
Christian who spreads rumors, there’s potential for even worse damage. Not only can the
credibility of one’s witness be compromised, but fellowship with the Lord might also be
harmed—animosity toward another person and intimacy with God can’t coexist in the
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same heart.

Gossip achieves no good in anyone’s life, which is why the Lord warns against it. Instead,
our words should build up, comfort, and encourage others.
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Matthew 5:38-48

We talk a lot about rights these days. Yet the attention given to human entitlements hasn’t
brought about corporate or personal freedom. Instead, most people are prisoners of

https://showmetimes.com/Blogpost/v7ch/Daily-Devotional-Monday-May-8-2017--The-Character-of-Gossip
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fv7ch%2FDaily-Devotional-Monday-May-8-2017--The-Character-of-Gossip
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fv7ch%2FDaily-Devotional-Monday-May-8-2017--The-Character-of-Gossip&text=Daily+Devotional%2C+Monday%2C+May+8%2C+2017+-+The+Character+of+Gossip
https://www.linkedin.com/cws/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fv7ch%2FDaily-Devotional-Monday-May-8-2017--The-Character-of-Gossip
mailto:?subject=Daily Devotional, Monday, May 8, 2017 - The Character of Gossip&body=https://showmetimes.com/Blogpost/v7ch/Daily-Devotional-Monday-May-8-2017--The-Character-of-Gossip
/blog.php?&PostId=v7ch&Single=1&Pdf=1
javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/choosing-love-over-rights#


jealousy (You have greater rights than I do!), greed (I deserve more!), or bitterness (My
rights have been violated!).

In lieu of focusing on what is due them, Christians should follow Christ’s command to
love enemies and forgive persecutors (Matt. 5:44). Believers lay down their rights so they
can take up the cause of a holy kingdom. That doesn’t mean we let people trample on us.
Rather, we offer a proper response according to biblical principles. In short, we should be
more concerned about showing God’s love to those who wrong us than insisting on
privileges we assume are rightfully ours.

Perhaps you’re thinking that I don’t know how you’ve been mistreated. Indeed I don’t.
But I do know how Jesus reacted to terrible abuse. He was betrayed by His friends,
persecuted by His people, condemned by His peers, and crucified for our sins. Yet He
said, “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34).

Before assuming that Jesus’ capacity for forgiveness and love is out of reach for mere
human beings, remember: His Spirit dwells in believers. We can choose to give away our
rights and let God’s love work through us.

Luke 6:29 says to turn the other cheek and give up more than is asked because expressing
love outweighs exerting our rights. You can’t lose when you show others the boundless
care of the Lord. You gain His blessing, and what’s more, someone could be saved
because of your example.
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1 Corinthians 13:4-6

Today’s verses teach that love “does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the
truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). This means believers aren’t to dwell on the harm others cause
and write them off as hopeless, despicable criminals. Love enables us to hate the evil
unjustly visited upon the innocent while valuing the one who committed the act. More
simply, we hate the sin but love the sinner.

In spite of everything that seems apparent about someone who’s been driven to sinful
actions, God has created him or her with the potential to be made into something good.
Outwardly, it may seem as if a difficult upbringing, poor treatment, or negative influence
has corrupted a person’s morality and worldview beyond repair. For such individuals, the
capacity to love and rise above circumstances can get buried so deep that it may seem
nonexistent.

God still considers the most evil and corrupt person worth saving. How do I know this is
true? Because in John 3:16—one of the very first verses we teach children—He said that
whoever believes in God’s Son will have eternal life. Many of us are guilty of thinking we
deserve His love because we look good compared to those we deem unlovable. But God
doesn’t work that way. He loves every single person, no matter how awful his or her sin
may be.

God doesn’t want anyone to mistreat others; such sinful action will bring repercussions or
discipline. But the Lord does extend His care, mercy, and salvation to anybody who wants
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it. He keeps no record of wrongs. He loves without conditions. And He wants us to love
in the same way.
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National Day of Prayer To Take Place at Dexter City Hall

?Dexter, Missouri - The National Day of Prayer event will be held at 12:15 p.m. at the Dexter City Hall building located at 301 E. Stoddard

Street across from the downtown fire station.  If rain they will move across the street at the First Christian Church.

The public is encouraged to attend this free event.
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"The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first Thursday of May,
inviting people of all faiths to pray for the nation. It was created in 1952 by a joint
resolution of the United States Congress, and signed into law by President Harry S.
Truman."

The theme this year is For Your Great Name’s Sake! Hear Us... Forgive Us...Heal Us!
 Taken from Daniel 9:19, which says, “O Lord, Listen! O Lord, Forgive! O Lord, Hear
and Act! For Your Sake, O My God...”.
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Daily Devotional, Wednesday, May 3, 2017 - Fellowship With Jesus

Luke 10:38-42

Two sisters were busy preparing for Jesus’ visit. Upon His arrival, Mary turned her
attention to the Lord. Meanwhile, Martha was distracted by the preparations (Luke 10:40)
and became agitated that her sister was no longer helping. We may be thinking Martha
was right—if there was still work to be done, her sister should not have been sitting down.
Then we hear Jesus’ perspective. Observing that Martha was worried and upset about
many things when only one thing was needed, He said Mary had chosen what was better (
Luke 10:42).

There are some important lessons to be learned from this story. First, to have fellowship
with Jesus, we may have to leave some things undone. Jesus knew how hard the women
had been working and how much Martha longed to finish the tasks. But their greatest
need was to spend time with Him. The sisters’ focus was to be on listening, learning, and
interacting with Him.

The second lesson is that our choice to forgo an activity may be misunderstood. Martha
certainly didn’t comprehend her sister’s decision. What’s more, if we fail to take time
with the Lord, there may be unpleasant consequences. We see this in the way Martha’s
distraction led to worry and agitation. Jesus invited her to choose the better way—namely,
to be with Him.

Establishing a habit of communing with God is essential to our spiritual health. Even in
our daily work, we can learn how to maintain an awareness of Him. So aim to choose the
better way, as Mary did. Connecting with Jesus regularly will sharpen your focus on what
is most important and help you distinguish what is good from what is truly the Lord’s
best.
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