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James 1:5-8

One of the most important tools in overcoming trials is wisdom. Ironically, this quality,
which seems so rare in our world today, is actually readily and easily available to
believers. Scripture says we simply have to ask, and God will give it generously.

Though wisdom certainly has rewards, it does come with a price. If we ask God to make
us wise, He will allow tests in our life. Their purpose is not to point out what’s wrong
with our faith but, rather, to help us discover whether or not we’re wise.

Temptations and difficulty also allow us to discern our level of devotion to the Lord.
When we go through a time of testing, we learn whether we’re willing to say, “I don’t like
this, God, and I don’t understand it, but I’m going to obey You no matter what.” There’s
no way to know whether we would respond that way unless we go through trials that
examine our faith.

We grow in our devotion to the heavenly Father by making wise decisions despite
opposition and by obeying when it is inconvenient to do so or when temptations are the
hardest to resist. Such challenges are similar to a refiner’s fire: They sanctify and purify
us, raising to the surface attitudes that we may not realize are in our life. These situations
not only reveal what God is doing in us but also can turn up the heat if we try to muffle
the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
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When we, through wisdom, allow God to do His work in our life, we will begin to
experience blessings, see His power, and feel His love in new ways. And this new growth
brings great joy!
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