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Thursday, December 22, 2016 Daily Devotional - Free to Enjoy God
Psalm 37:3-5

The gospel writers spoke about children coming to Jesus, giving the impression that the
young were very comfortable around Him (M att. 18:2-3; Matt. 19:13-14). Some probably
climbed onto His lap, while others perhaps sat at His feet. We can picture them asking
Him lots of questions, begging to hear more parables, and whispering secretsin His ear. It
isn’t surprising that they would gather around Jesus; children can usually sense when an
adult loves them deeply.

Contrast this snapshot of the Savior’s welcoming, loving nature with the picture some
Christians have of God—they see Him as ajudgmental taskmaster who motivates by
intimidation. While it’ strue that we are to obey the Lord’ s commands, we're also to
delight in Him, just as we would enjoy the company of a close friend.

Do you think of God as a stern overlord who weighs good actions against bad? If so,

you' |l have trouble considering Him afriend. Christians who envision a harsh God devote
much time and energy to proving their salvation is deserved. How much better to have a
biblically accurate view—namely, that God, while sovereign over the universe, balances
authority with love. He wants us to relax and enjoy spending time with Him.

Taking pleasure in the Lord requires that we understand His attitude toward us. Our
Father loves us passionately. He sees past our faults and mistakes to the precious child He
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created. In fact, He loves us so much that He sent Jesus Christ to save us and enable us to
be with Him in heaven eternally. We have no greater friend!
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Wednesday, December 21, 2016 Daily Devotional - Our True ldentity
Ephesians 1:3-8

When | hear abeliever say, “I'm just asinner,” | feel like responding, “ That’s what you
used to be.” A lot of folks cling to aview of themselves as a patched-up, slightly-better-
than-before version of their old self. The Word of God contradicts that opinion: “If
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anyoneisin Christ, heisanew creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things
have come” (2 Cor. 5:17). In fact, according to Scripture, we're dramatically different
once we are complete in the Lord.

The question is, Will Christianstrust in what they feel, or will they believe what God says
about them? His Word calls us saints (Rom. 1:7), disciples (John 13:34-35), and fellow
heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17). If your opinion isthat you are “just asinner,” then you
cannot fully experience and enjoy your identity as a follower of God.

Believing what the Lord says about our new self is a choice. Satan certainly schemesto
convince believers that Scripture doesn’t apply to them. He knows that people held
captive by spiritual poverty back away from opportunities to share the gospel and serve
God' s kingdom. It's much easier to spiritually bankrupt someone who already thinks of
himself as “just asinner” than it isto conquer a disciple who knows he is a child of the
loving heavenly Father.

Our true identity is defined not by our past actions but by the Savior’s. Jesus purchased
our lives with His blood and brought us into relationship with the Father, who adopted us
as His beloved children. We have every reason to hold our heads high, stand firm, and
courageously proclaim the gospel.
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Tuesday, December 20, 2016 Daily Devotiona - Who We Arein Christ
1 Peter 1:1-7

Peter wrote the first of histwo epistles to encourage people who were undergoing
persecution. And the disciple decided to begin the letter by reminding believers of who
they arein the Lord.

Believersare chosen in Christ. It’snot that the Lord selects some people to enter heaven
and others to go to hell. Rather, the good news of Jesus Christ is offered to al humanity (
John 3:16; Rom. 1:20)—salvation is for everyone who receives the Savior through an act
of free will. The bottom line is that God wants you (2 Pet. 3:9).

Believersarerecipients of mercy. No one can claim that his or her righteous works
earned a place in heaven. We are saved through the mercy of Christ alone (Titus 3:5). God
loved us so much that He made away for usto be in relationship with Him now and
forever.

Believersare protected. Psalm 34:7 says, “The angel of the Lord encamps around those
who fear Him.” We are so well guarded that the only way our life can be touched by
hardship isif God allowsit. That doesn’t mean we won't experience loss or upheaval.
Sometimes the Father permits His children to walk through dark valleys, but always the
protective shepherd, He remains by their side (Psalm 23:4).

The message of Peter’s letter is simple: Do not be afraid when you go through trying
times. Focus on who you are in Jesus Christ. Y ou have reason to be bold, assured, and
triumphant, because you are a chosen, beloved, and well-protected child of God.
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Monday, December 19, 2016 Daily Devotional - Learning from Adversity
2 Corinthians 12:7-10

What are we to do with our pain when, despite our pleading, God won't remove it? He
knows we' re hurting but does nothing. How can He be a God of love yet not come to our
aid?

Today’ s passage gives us intimate insight into avery painful event in Paul’s life. We
don’t know exactly what the “thorn in the flesh” was, but his account of what he learned
through that experience is an amazing example of what God wants to teach us through
adversity.
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* First of all, God is sovereign over the situation. Ultimately, He is the one who allowed
the thorn and the one with the power to removeit.

» Second, God prioritizes the spiritual. Paul wanted physical relief, but the Lord was
working for his spiritual good. The thorn was a protection against pride, which would
have seriously hindered Paul’ s ministry and corrupted his character. Whatever God allows
to afflict believersis designed to protect them from sin, produce holiness, and equip them
for faithful serviceto Christ.

 Third, God's graceis sufficient. The Lord didn’t remove the pain but gave Paul both the
grace to endure it and strength in his weakness. If God doesn’'t provide away out, He will
provide away through.

Once we understand the Lord’ s sovereignty, priorities, and sufficiency, we can respond to
our afflictions as Paul did—with gladness. When Christ’ s strength is perfected in us, we
can be content in whatever difficulties God allowsin our life. The Lord' s unwillingness to
give usrelief isnot neglect. Rather, it is evidence of His surpassing love, which seeks our
eternal good.
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Thursday, December 15, 2016 Daily Devotional - Jesus Christ is Lord
Romans 14:7-12

Followers of Jesus would agree that whether we live or die, we do so for Christ. But His
sovereignty is not limited to those who claim Him as King. The entire world—the whole
universe, in fact—is subject to His authority. At the final judgment, every knee will bow
and every tongue will confess and praise God.

In the here and now, relatively few people recognize the Lord’ s rule and seek to remainin
Hiswill. Most refuse to see that all of our human constructs—such as government,
culture, and society—thrive or falter in the palm of God’s hand. Moreover, nonbelievers
resist Christ’s sovereignty in their own lives. People who won't surrender their will to the
Lord s great purpose assume control of their own destiny. However, the Lord’ s supreme
reign cannot be thwarted.

It's common for men and women today to believe that there are no consequences for
rgjecting the lordship of Jesus Christ. Y ou may have heard people say things like, “ That
Christian stuff works for you, but it’s not for me. I’ll live on my own terms.” Y et Jesus
parable of houses built on either solid rock or sand offers a different perspective (M att.
7:24-27). Only those who make their abode in the Lord can withstand the upheavals of
thisworld.

Kneeling before Jesus Christ as the Lord of your life is the wisest decision you can make.
The sovereign Ruler of the universe loves you and desiresto bless all of your days. Make
your eternal home in the safety of His kingdom, and forever delight in Him.
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