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Daily Devotional - The Burden of Sin

Romans 5:12-21

The burdens we carry come in all shapes, sizes, and varieties. Many are weighty, but
there’s one load that proves even heavier—and it can be traced back to the garden of
Eden.

Because Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:6), all people have been born with
sinful hearts. Holiness and sin cannot mix. Therefore, in our natural state, none of us are
able to fellowship with God.

What is worse, we continue to do wrong. The Bible says that every one of us has gone
astray, like a sheep wandering from his shepherd (Isa. 53:6). So on our own, we have no
access to God. And there is nothing that we—fallen humans—can do to rectify the
situation. That’s why I see this as the heaviest burden of all.

But our Creator loved us so much that He sent His own Son to live a perfect life on earth.
Jesus deserved fellowship with God, yet He took our sin and its punishment by dying on
the cross in our place. And then He conquered death by rising to life again.

His atonement for our wrongs is a gift that is available to anyone who believes. The
Savior longs for us to accept that He willingly paid the price to redeem us. He desires to
relieve the burden of sin from our heart. Only then will we experience true life and
freedom.
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Have you received God’s free gift of salvation? Jesus loves you so much that He gave His
life to have a relationship with you. If you believe in Him and accept His death as your
undeserved atonement for sin, He will forgive you for all unrighteousness and welcome
you onto the path of true life.
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Daily Devotional - When Facing Life's Mountains

Zechariah 4:1-9

Wouldn’t it be great if it were easy to do God’s will? But sometimes it seems as if a
mountain stands between us and what we’ve been called to do. When Zerubbabel felt this
way, the Lord sent His prophet Zechariah with a message of encouragement.
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Zerubbabel was given the task of rebuilding the temple. When King Solomon built the
first temple, the kingdom was at peace, the treasuries were overflowing, and the
workforce was huge. But the situation was quite different when the Jews returned after 70
years of Babylonian captivity. They were few in number, their enemies kept attacking
them, Jerusalem was in ruins, and resources were very limited. Zechariah’s message to
Zerubbabel (Zech. 4:1-9) contained two principles that strengthened him and will also
help us when we face insurmountable obstacles.

• We are to face our God-given tasks in the power of the Holy Spirit, not in our own
strength and energy (Zech. 4:6). The Lord’s work can never be done with human strength.
His indwelling Spirit must empower us with the wisdom and energy to accomplish His
will in our lives.

• When God calls us to a task, He assumes the responsibility for removing any hindrances
(Zech. 4:7-9). What seems to us like Mount Kilimanjaro is a mere anthill for the Lord.
When we’re tempted to give up, it’s time to look up, see the obstacle through His eyes,
and trust Him.

Is the Lord asking you to do something that seems impossible? Dwelling on your own
inadequacy leads to discouragement, but focusing on the Lord gives hope and the strength
to persevere.
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Daily Devotional - A Worldly Heart

2 Peter 2:9-18

God warns us against misguided desires, because sinful passions can lead to emptiness,
suffering, disappointment, pain, and even death. Wise believers let the Father direct their
yearnings, and then they adjust their mindset accordingly.

Impure desires have been part of the “flesh” nature since the fall of man, and they can be
hard to recognize in ourselves. Instead of obvious things like theft, drugs, or immorality,
they often involve more subtle attitudes and behaviors, like hoping for a rival’s downfall,
despising authority (2 Pet. 2:10), obsessing about wealth (1 Tim. 6:9), or even speaking
arrogant and vain words (2 Pet. 2:18). Since worldly passions can cause great damage,
believers are to deny them (Titus 2:11-12). But we can’t overcome these desires on our
own. Submitting to God’s Spirit is the only way to live righteously.

The Lord knows what we really desire—and more importantly, what we need—even
when our cloudy judgment leads us astray. And He understands honest mistakes. When a
believer misinterprets the Spirit’s guidance or receives bad advice from a friend, God
looks at the heart. He may allow the consequences of a poor choice to play out, but He
won’t shame His children for an honest error. Scripture teaches that He can turn a bad
situation into something good (Rom. 8:28).

God can save us from worldly desires, but we must be willing to commit ourselves to Him
and trust that His response is the best thing for us. When we put our life entirely in the
Father’s hands, we can claim the wonderful promises He has for us and then rest in His
grace.
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Daily Devotional - The Heart's Desires

Psalms 145:17-21

If you could have anything in the world, what would it be? Your answer reveals a lot
about you. The psalmist writes, “Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the
desires of your heart” (Ps. 37:4). There is nothing wrong with desires—they motivate us
to achieve great things. But not all of our yearnings come from God. Consider your
aspirations and what they say about who you are:

• Do you hope for a position of authority in order to be in control? Longing for personal
advancement in order to manipulate others reveals a lack of integrity, whereas a godly
person craves righteousness.

• Do you dream about wealth and fame? Perhaps there’s a void in your spirit that you’re
trying to fill. But only God can meet the insatiable needs of the human heart.

• Are you afraid to ask the Lord for what you want? Maybe you think He won’t listen, but
God tells us to approach His throne with boldness and confidence (Heb. 4:16).
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If the Lord doesn’t respond affirmatively to your prayers, ask Him to make your desires
conform to His will. Whatever you do, don’t take matters into your own hands and go
after what you want. There is always a high price to pay for rebelling against God.

God cares for us bountifully, but that doesn’t mean we can expect Him to deliver
whatever we want, whenever we want it. Only when our dreams align with His plan for
our life will He fulfill them. The thoughts that preoccupy us are an accurate barometer of
the state of our relationship with Christ.

LAST UPDATED ON OCTOBER 20TH 2016 BY DEE LOFLIN

https://showmetimes.com/Blogpost/v5pv/Daily-Devotional--The-Hearts-Desires

Go to post

     

More from ShowMe Times:

TOP

Daily Devotional - A Real Enemy
OCTOBER 18TH 2016 BY DEE LOFLIN

Daily Devotional - A Real Enemy

1 Peter 5:8-10
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Let’s play a little game. Imagine that you’re a soldier during wartime. You’ve made it
through basic training, mastered the weapons of war, memorized all the relevant warfare
strategies, and are heading to battle.

You’ve seen the war in news headlines. Friends of yours have already been deployed.
And now that you’re on the front lines, you witness explosions and desolation all around
you. Without a doubt, you know that there is an enemy out to destroy you.

Now, imagine a fellow soldier coming to you and saying, “I really don’t believe there’s an
enemy out there. I think it’s a myth, or maybe just a metaphor for evil. It isn’t real.”

How ridiculous! Right there in the midst of combat, with fallen comrades and used
ammunition littering the battlefield, how could an intelligent person ever fail to
acknowledge the presence of the enemy? It is unthinkable.

And yet, this exact situation is taking place in churches all around the world. Despite the
evidence of war and regardless of the overtly personal and custom-made nature of the
attacks, an astounding number of Christians simply do not believe in the existence of
Satan. This is a tragic mistake.

My friend, there is a very real enemy stalking you right now, waiting for the opportunity
to destroy you completely. If you want to grow and experience maturity in the Christian
life, then you must take this battle seriously.

Are you prepared today? Put on your spiritual armor, and follow the Lord into battle.
He’ll be by your side.
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