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Daily Devotional - Overcoming Trials

Hebrews 11:23-29

Moses had some tough times in his long life. He fled from a murder charge, spent years in
the desert, stood toe-to-toe with a king who scorned him, led a grumbling nation through
40 years of hardship, and saw those same people run hot and cold in their allegiance. Yet
once Moses learned the secret to dealing with trials, he faced them courageously.

Even though he returned to Egypt with an unmistakable call from the Lord (Ex. 3:10),
appearing before Pharaoh must nonetheless have been intimidating. And Moses had to
plead with the man repeatedly for the release of the Israelites. Pharaoh was not fazed by
locusts, convinced by boils, or softened by water turning into blood. In fact, he made life
even harder for the slaves by forcing them to find their own brickmaking materials. In
turn, the Hebrews heaped ingratitude on their leader.

In spite of all the opposition, Moses kept returning to the palace until he had achieved
God’s purpose—the release of His people. Hebrews 11:27 tells us that as the former
prince led the exodus from Egypt, “he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.” With a
stack of trials behind and despite a hint of more to come in leading this unruly people,
Moses moved forward, aware that he was walking in the Lord’s presence.

God had pledged to be with Moses every step of the way (Ex. 3:12). The Israelite leader
fixed his focus on that promise and the One who made it. He had the wisdom to trust that
I Am (Ex. 3:14)—the eternal sovereign of the universe—would guard his way and bring
him victory over trials.
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Daily Devotional - A Life of Becoming

2 Corinthians 4:7-18

Probably the greatest obstacle to understanding God’s purpose for brokenness is this:
Most believers think of Christianity as something we do. We pray. We read the Bible. We
go to church. We sing hymns. We tithe. We do and do—and assume that’s the Christian
life. It’s not.

Authentic Christianity is about becoming rather than doing. The life of faith that God
designed involves receiving Jesus into our heart and allowing Him to change our habits,
mindsets, beliefs, interests, and concerns so we become more and more like Him.
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This realization will change our perspective on the heartache we must endure. You see,
when we recognize that the Christian life is about Jesus’ persistent work of “re-creation”
in us, then the role of brokenness will make more sense. It’s the process the Lord uses to
strip us of things that have become—or may one day become—an obstacle to our spiritual
growth. He also uses this tool to address issues we may have declared “off limits” to Him,
such as unhealthy behaviors or relationships that we rationalize.

God doesn’t want to be Lord of most of your life; He wants to be Lord of all of your life!
So He zeroes in on areas of self-will and self-sufficiency to remove everything within us
that relies on “self.” He uses brokenness to remove those inclinations so that we can live
moment by moment, day by day, in full dependence on Him.

Open your heart, and ask God to reveal any selfish strongholds. Let Him break any
unhealthy behavior patterns in your life. He will.
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Daily Devotional - Looking for Fruit

Galatians 5:16-26

As believers, we all want the fruit of the Spirit, but how can we know if we truly have it?
Even unbelievers display these qualities sometimes. The nine-fold fruit of the Spirit is not
what we do, but it’s who we are. It is primarily on display in Christians when
circumstances are unfavorable. Two characteristics help us recognize these traits in our
lives.

Fruitful believers are not controlled by their environment. Everyone experiences trials
and pain, but those who are filled with the Spirit do not lose His fruit because of their
situation. They keep their joy even when difficulties overwhelm. If someone speaks
harshly, they respond with kindness. Because God the Holy Spirit is in control, He is free
to produce His fruit no matter what the circumstances are. Even though such believers
may feel pain, anger, or a desire for revenge, they choose to trust the Lord to protect them
and direct the outcome.

Fruitful Christians recover quickly after a fall. These believers are not perfect, but they
are sensitive to the Spirit’s conviction and are quick to return to the Lord in repentance. In
fact, they are actually grateful for the correction and praise God, not only for revealing
their weakness but also for drawing them back to obedience.

Believers can’t produce these qualities in themselves. Trying harder to be godly will
never work. Character transformation occurs when we submit to God, giving Him
complete control of our lives. Only then will the Spirit be free to produce fruit that
remains even in the deepest, darkest storms.
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Daily Devotional - The Value of Obedience

John 14:23

Despite his years of fishing experience, Peter returned from a night’s work with nothing
to show for it. The Lord’s request to let the nets down one more time perhaps struck him
as unreasonable—after all, Peter and his partners were the professionals. Nevertheless, he
complied, and his obedience blessed many.

Scripture demonstrates that divine plans often defy human logic. For instance, who would
design a battle strategy that involved only marching and shouting? God told Joshua to
conquer Jericho that way, and doing so proved successful (Josh. 6:1-5).

Moses is another example. When he felt unsure about his leadership potential, the Lord
gave reassurance in an unusual way—by telling him to throw down his walking stick.
When Moses obeyed, God powerfully confirmed His choice of a leader (Ex. 4:1-3).

Our Father may ask us to do something that seems illogical—perhaps to accept more
responsibility when we were hoping to reduce our workload, to leave a position that He
provided just recently, or to take on an assignment for which we feel ill-equipped. His
plan might feel unrealistic in view of our age, stage of life, or health concerns. We must
press forward in obedience, regardless of how impractical the request may appear.
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To grasp the importance of obeying, think about children receiving instructions from
parents or teachers. Careful listening is needed for the task to be done safely and properly.
Some steps may seem pointless, but the rationale often becomes clear later. Always make
obeying God your priority.
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Luke 5:1-7

Obeying God in small matters can bring blessing to many. Today’s passage illustrates this
principle.
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Simon Peter, a fisherman, had worked hard all night without catching anything. He was
on the shore finishing his work when Jesus approached him. The Lord wanted to speak
from the boat to the crowd on the beach. Despite a long, fruitless night of work, Peter
agreed to take Jesus in the vessel. The crowd was blessed by listening to Christ.

God’s requests can come to us at unexpected moments. We may be tempted to let
someone else respond to His call, thinking it will not matter who is the one to comply. But
remember, His plans are designed for our benefit (Jer. 29:11).

Later Jesus made a second request to Peter—to move the boat into deeper water and let
down the nets. The fisherman commented about the unlikelihood of catching anything but
nevertheless did as Christ asked. Peter’s cooperation resulted in an abundance for the
crowd, the other fishermen, their families, and himself.

Peter didn’t obey in order to be rewarded, yet that is precisely what happened. His simple
acts of obedience led to greater opportunities for service and occasions for abundant
blessing.

Some of us act as if obedience in the little things is unimportant. Peter’s story teaches us
the opposite. Let’s commit to carrying out the Lord’s instructions in small matters as well
as large ones, trusting that He will bring good from all obedience. Following God is
always the right choice to make.
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