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Daily Devotional - When Storms Come

Matthew 14:22-33

Storms are inevitable. In nature, powerful tempests leave a changed landscape behind
them. Similarly, challenging circumstances can alter the direction of our life.

When difficulties arise, do you say to the Lord, “I am doing what You asked, so why is
this happening?” Such thinking assumes that being in the center of God’s will exempts us
from problems. In Matthew 14, we learn that Jesus instructed the disciples to get into the
boat and go ahead of Him to the opposite shore. While they were obeying Him, high
winds and waves developed. The truth is, storms can arise even when we are exactly
where God wants us to be (John 16:33).

Another question we sometimes ask is, “Father, what have I done wrong?” Many of us
automatically assume that we are a large part of the problem. God does use trials to
correct us, but not all situations come from our mistakes. He may allow troubles to perfect
us—that is, to mature us and grow us into Christ’s likeness. That was the case with the
disciples. Jesus knew what lay ahead for them, and He desired to make them fit for the
work He was calling them to do. The lashing winds created an environment conducive to
learning key lessons for future ministry.

God uses all different ways to train and equip us, because He wants us to become strong,
vital servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. Realize that nothing can happen to a child of God
unless He allows it. Instead of keeping our heads bent low against the struggles of life,
let’s look up to the Lord and seek His purposes in our challenges.
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