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Daily Devotional - Living Under Jesus' Lordship

Philippians 2:6-11

The Lord Jesus Christ—God’s only begotten Son—has been given the name above all
other names. Jesus has complete authority over heaven and earth, and He exercises that
authority according to His Father’s good purposes. Christ’s position as Lord over all of
mankind will never end.

Most of the people in our world have not acknowledged Jesus’ right to rule. They reject
His lordship and do whatever they think is best. As a result, sin abounds, wreaking havoc
in the lives of many. The good news is that the Father has a plan, which cannot be
stopped. One day every person will acknowledge the authority of Jesus. Just as God
promised, all created beings in heaven, on earth, and under the earth will kneel before
Him (Phil. 2:10)—including those who have rejected the Son of God. What a triumphant
and glorious time that will be!

Even before that day, we who follow the Savior are to live with our wills bent in
submission to His. If Jesus is Lord over us, then we will acknowledge that life revolves
around Him and we exist for His purposes, not the other way around. We’ll also make His
priorities our own, giving the Lord’s plans precedence over all others. We will
furthermore confess His Lordship over us (Gal. 2:20), proclaim that He is our Savior, and
testify to what He has done for us. Our choices will reflect the desire to be a living
testimony to His lordship in our lives.
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Surrendering control to Jesus Christ is the wisest decision we can make. Is He truly Lord
of your life?
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Daily Devotional - Today is the Day of Salvation

Hebrews 3:7-19

Procrastination can be a big problem: Important tasks are neglected, and the benefits of
finished work never come to pass. Even worse, though, procrastinating in spiritual matters
can be disastrous.
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Every person is going to spend eternity somewhere. The destination is determined in this
lifetime by a choice to either accept or reject Jesus’ offer of forgiveness. But eternity
seems distant, and there is so much to enjoy in this life, so some people feel that they can
delay this decision until later. They assume, I’ll just wait until I’m closer to death. Then
I’ll ask Jesus to save me.

The problems with this reasoning are obvious. First of all, there is no guarantee that you
will have any warning before death. Second, by spending a lifetime rejecting Christ’s
offer, you run the risk of developing a hardened heart. Hebrews 3:13 says, “Encourage
one another ... so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” Saying no
to God frequently throughout your life may result in being unable to say yes when death
comes knocking at the door. In fact, you may not even be interested in Christ’s offer
anymore.

There is great danger in abusing the grace of God. All people who are not protected by
salvation in Jesus Christ will face the terrifying reality of judgment, as they stand before
God without a Savior. (See Heb. 10:26-27.)

By putting off a decision for Christ, you not only lose the immediate blessings of a deeply
personal relationship with God now; you also risk future separation from Him for all
eternity. Don’t procrastinate! Come to Christ today: Acknowledge your sin, ask His
forgiveness, and trust Him as your Savior.
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Daily Devotional - Principles of Obedience

Luke 5:6-11

Peter’s interaction with Jesus by the Sea of Galilee illustrates three important principles.

1. Compliance in small matters has eternal significance and leads to blessings from
God. As we read yesterday, a seemingly small act—loaning a boat to Jesus—resulted in
Peter being called to become a fisher of men.

2. Following Jesus is always beneficial to others. For one thing, Peter’s action made it
possible for more people to hear Jesus’ words of truth and life. Later on, when Peter
lowered nets back into the water at Jesus’ request, his obedience meant a big catch for his
coworkers. In a similar way, when we live out biblical principles, our families will be
enriched, and those within our circle of influence will be encouraged to follow our
example. And as we share how God responds to our obedience with His goodness, others
may be motivated to seek after His Son Jesus.

3. God may tell us to respond or act in ways that make little sense. The Lord told
Noah to build an ark, instructed Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac, and directed Joshua to
conquer Jericho through silent marching on six days and shouting on the seventh. All of
these men agreed to God’s plan even though it did not make sense. Their trust in God
overruled any concerns and led to great reward.

God has a plan for our eternal good, and it is foolish not to obey Him. Like Peter, we have
no idea what God will do in and through us if we commit to living a life of obedience.
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Daily Devotional - Learning to Be Still

1 Peter 4:12-13

Yesterday, we looked at Psalm 46:10, which instructs us to “cease striving” during the
difficult times in our lives. That verse means we should stop trying to manipulate our
circumstances and instead trust God and allow Him to work. Now, understanding a
scripture is one thing, but putting it into action in our lives can be something else entirely.
So just how is a believer to “be still”?

First, we must understand that the heavenly Father is allowing our difficulties. If we
believe that He is in control, then we must also believe that He has permitted these events
to occur.

Second, it may be hard to comprehend, but there is a purpose behind our trials, even when
life seems confusing and hopeless. The Lord won’t allow hardships to come our way
without good reason.

Third, since there is a purpose for our hardships, they have the potential to ultimately be
positive experiences. This doesn’t mean everything will always work out perfectly,
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according to our own standards, hopes, and plans. But it does mean that if we respond
correctly, we may look back on the experience as a catalyst for growth in our spiritual
walk.

In Romans 8:28, Paul says, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” You may
have heard this familiar verse many times. But in order to maneuver successfully through
the storms of life, you must understand its truth. God hasn’t disappeared, and He isn’t
ignoring us. He has a purpose in everything—even the most challenging of circumstances.
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Daily Devotional - Cease Striving
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Matthew 11:28-30

We have all experienced temptations, trials, and suffering at some point in our lives. Even
as Christians—and sometimes specifically because we are Christians—we must endure
pain, whether through loss, bankruptcy, unemployment, or a broken relationship. While
no one is immune to hard times, believers are empowered through the Holy Spirit to
endure periods of struggle. Psalm 46:10 says, “Cease striving and know that I am God.”
The King James Version uses the expression “be still,” indicating that our best response to
disappointment is to trust in the heavenly Father.

How humbling it is to know that as God’s children, we have a direct line of
communication to our Father, even in the midst of trouble. We don’t have to respond like
the world, out of a heart filled with anger, depression, or revenge. Nor do we have to fix
everything in our own strength. Sure, we will still be tempted by the flesh. But as we
“cease striving,” we’ll learn to trust in God more and more each day.

The truth is, hardship not only forms our character but also reveals it. One common
response to difficult times is anger. In moments of frustration, we run the risk of making
impulsive decisions that could impact the rest of our life. But instead of getting caught up
in the emotion, we should wisely be still and trust in the One who can work everything for
our good (Rom. 8:28).

In this world, troubles won’t vanish (John 16:33). But when storms are brewing on the
horizon, buckle up and trust God to guide you through. Only in Him can you truly cease
striving.
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