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Daily Devotional - Why We need Spiritual Discernment
Phil. 1:1-10

Things are not always what they seem is the mantra of many mystery novels and television
shows, but it’'s also a wise attitude for successful living. Too many people make decisions based
on feelings or judge situations by what appears to be real. God has given every believer a spirit
of discernment so we can determine what’ s best.

Think about how many decisions a person must make on adaily basis—choices about family,
finances, work, and more. Ideally, a decision would have a correct choice and an incorrect one.
As aresult, the choice would be easy. In reality, what seems right isn’t always what’ s best.
Some things, while neither wrong nor sinful, are nonethel ess outside of God’ s will for us.

Scripture doesn’t contain specific directives regarding every possible life scenario. Instead, it's
filled with principleslaid down by direct teaching or, at times, through stories. Believers are
able to grow in spiritual maturity so that biblical principles coupled with guidance from the
Holy Spirit become tools for making godly judgments. The question isn’t whether a certain
choice looks good or feels right, but whether it's God’ s will for that point in a person’slife.

A well-developed spirit of discernment is essential for living in God' s will. Without this
sensitivity to the Lord' s plan, a man or woman takes everything at face value. Many choices
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that look good and feel right are actually contrary to what the Lord desires for a believer’slife.
That iswhy we must evaluate situations from a biblical perspective.
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Daily Devotional - The Landmine of Insecurity

Psalms 40:1-5

Insecurity may not sound as explosive as landmines like pride or jealousy, but it, too, isavery
dangerous pitfall. A great deal of damage can result in the life of a person who habitually feels
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insecure. Such feelings can develop from many different kinds of situations. WWe may
experience tragedy, like the loss of aparent in our early life, or we may grow up in an
environment that throws us off balance. Sometimes we feel insecure because of major failures
we' ve experienced.

Whatever the root cause, the effects are often similar. We may be indecisive because our fear of
making the wrong choice leads to avoid decisions altogether. Sometimes we have a difficult
time establishing lasting relationships because we are afraid we won't be a good friend. Or we
might keep our distance from fear of rejection—people frequently perceive this as pride or
snobbery.

Sooner or later, we may become critical of others. When we're hurting, we often want other
people to feel bad, too. At the same time, we can fall into the trap of believing success is based
on approval and acceptance by others. The truth isthat God has a special path for our lives,
where success cannot be measured by human praise.

Insecurity isn’t something we can confess and thereby gain freedom. Rather, it's a condition we
must confront over along period of time. Ultimately, we must decide to trust what God says
about us and not what the enemy whispers. Tomorrow, we'll learn how God can restore our
Security.
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Daily Devotional - How to Walk With God
Genesis5:21-24

Enoch’'s walk with the Lord was so close that Scripture tells us, “God took him” (Gen. 5:24).
Thisimplies Enoch didn’t die but was taken directly into the presence of God. What a
wonderful testimony!

Aswe seek to follow God with this same passion, let’ s review some specific steps to help us
keep up in our walk with the Lord.

Reconciliation. This concept carries the sense of God moving toward us. We can be joyful
because the responsibility is all His. Through the cross of His Son Jesus Christ, God has already
made His move in our direction. Scripture says, “Now all these things are from God, who
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor.
5:18). When we trust in Christ, we immediately take part in that reconciliation.

Trusting God. We must have faith, not only that God is concerned with our walk, but that He
has, through Jesus Christ, provided all we need to walk intimately with Him anytime.

Agreement. To appreciate the closeness God longs to have with us, we must agree with what
Scripture teaches about His Son, His Word, the church, and our problem with sin.

Fellowship. Just as human relationships fall apart without regular contact, our intimacy with
God weakens when we don’t spend time with Him.

Walking with God is not an impossible mission, but it does require careful attention to the
details of our Christian lives. When we set our course for God, He' |l always be there to direct
our paths (Prov. 3:5-6).
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Daily Devotional - God's Greatness - A Source of Comfort
Psalms 89:1-10

David' s criesfor help fill the pages of the Psalms. His prayers are a blend of requests and
worship recalling God'’ s greatness, love, power, and protection. Praying with recognition of
God' s amazing attributes reminds us He has the wisdom, strength, and compassion to meet all
our needs. Here are examples of thistype of prayer:

* “Where can | go from Your Spirit? Or where can | flee from Your presence?” (Ps. 139:7).
God is everywhere. He' s not limited by time or space—we are never away from His awareness
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for a single moment. So, even when we feel isolated or friendless, we're not alone.

 “ Great isour Lord and abundant in strength; His understanding isinfinite” (Ps. 147:5). God
knows everything. When we bend our knees to pray to Him, He's already awar e of the feelings
and needs we' re about to mention. So we can be certain that when we ask for direction, He'll
provide clear guidance if we're submitted to Hiswill.

» “ Asfor me, | shall call upon God ... the one who sits enthroned from of old ... with whom there
isno change” (Ps. 55:16, 19). God' s character is constant. Snce we can always trust He'll be
faithful, reliable, and merciful, we can place our confidence in Him no matter the situation.

When believersrecall an attribute of God that meets their needs, they place the focus of their
prayers on the Lord rather than on the request. By mixing praise into our prayers, we end up
asking for less, worshipping better, and receiving more because our emphasisisin the right
place.
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Daily Devotional - Developing Convictions
Jeremiah 17:5-8
An acorn needs nutrients and time to grow into atall oak tree. Likewise, men and women
of conviction develop gradually through committed Bible study and prayer. Ready to get
planted firmly in biblical truth? It can help to make alist of issues for which you need to
form a conviction.
Here are questions to get you started:
Do you consider the Bible true and trustworthy?
Do you think that believing in Jesus is the only way to be saved?
What isthe Holy Spirit’srolein the lives of believers and unbelievers?
Areweto forgive othersin every situation?
How should Christians approach finances?
What' s your purposein life?
What isyour role in the church and at work?
How should you think about social issues like abortion and racism?
It's my hope these questions will open the eyes of those who haven’'t considered how their
personal philosophies developed. It’ s time to change that. Study the Bible and make

God's Word the cornerstone of your thinking. A concordance will point you to scriptures
that relate to the above topics. Evaluate what the Bible says instead of forming
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conclusions based on personal preference. Ask, What does God say? rather than What
does this mean to me?

Once you know what God says, you have a choice: Believe Him and commit to living
according to your conviction, or continue being tossed by waves of doubt and indecision
(James 1:6). Root yourself in God’'s Word, and be called one of His oaks of righteousness
(Isa. 61:3).
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