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Daily Devotion - What is the Church?
Colossians 1:18

When most people hear the word “church,” the first thing they think of is a certain type of
building. But let’s see what Christ said about the church so we can more fully understand
its biblical meaning.

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus proclaimed, “| will build my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it” (KJV). He obvioudly had in mind something much greater than a
mere architectural structure. In fact, He was referring to the whole body of Christ, which
is comprised of all believers worldwide—everyone who has trusted Jesus as personal
Savior and is a child of the heavenly Father. The church began on the day of Pentecost,
when the Holy Spirit came and anointed a group of Jesus followers (Acts 2). It will
continue until an event referred to as the rapture of the church, when every believer in
Christ will be caught up to meet Him in the sky (1 Thess. 4:17).

The church is not merely a place for social action or fellowship, though these are
important aspects of its ministry. Rather, the church is the entire body of Christ, both
corporately and individually filled and enabled by the Holy Spirit to carry out the task
designated by Jesus Himself. In other words, the purpose of the church isto bring people
to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and to make disciples, instructing them
and growing them up in the things of God (M att. 28:19-20).

Our responsibility isto obey. Have you asked yourself what role you should be playing in
the ministry of the church?
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Daily Devotional - Building Lasting Friendships
Romans 12:10

How many true friends do you have? At first, alot of names may come to mind, but the
longer you consider the question, the more likely it is that the number will start to
dwindle. The redlity is, we do not have many genuine friends—the ones who will remain
loyal no matter what circumstances arise.

This dependable, intimate closeness is what the Lord wants for us, but it’s arare treasure.
The biblical account of David and Jonathan can help us learn how to foster such a
relationship (1 Sam. 18-20). Their story demonstrates that genuine friendships are built
upon a foundation of mutual respect, love, and authentic commitment. Today, let’s
explore the first component.
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For true companionship, each party must appreciate the other’ s godly qualities. This starts
with an attitude of valuing all people. After all, if Jesus chose to diein their place even
before they acknowledged Him as Savior, they must certainly have great worth. But at the
same time, the high regard that David and Jonathan had toward one another was greater
than mere respect; it revealed admiration for qualities that Scripture commends. These
included loyalty to the nation of Israel, courage in battle, and strong faith in God.

Consider the question asked earlier about the people you deem “true friends.” Do these
individuals exhibit godly attributes that you respect? And do they, in turn, have
admiration for the biblical characteristics they seein you? This mutual, scriptural respect
IS anecessary foundation for genuine and lasting friendship.
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Daily Devotional - Remembering God's Goodness

Joshua 3:14-4:7

Some people are exceptionally good at remembering images or information. Y et
forgetting God’ s goodnessis all too common, even for those with the sharpest of minds.

In light of the human tendency to forget, today’ s verses offer a good example for usto
follow. God had brought the Israglites out of Egypt and safely through the divided Red
Sea. Now, He miraculously provided another dry path by piling up the Jordan’s watersin
an enormous heap upstream.

The Lord knew that the people were about to enter Jericho, and by His power, they would
overcome the city. How compassionate to encourage them with atangible illustration of
His strength and presence prior to such a battle.

But God aso knew how easily they would forget Him. We do the same today—when the
Lord works in big and obvious ways, it’s easy to trust Him. But as time goes on, we drift
toward self-reliance until we are reminded of our need for Him and repent. So the Father
had a plan to help His loved onesrecall the miracle at the river. He asked them to create
an altar of 12 stones, each stone representing atribe of Isragl that had passed safely
through the waters. This way, they would have a physical reminder of divine rescue.

When it comes to blessings, do you tend to be forgetful ? If so, try to create reminders of
God' s faithfulness. Some people journal; others make a gratitude jar, keepitina
prominent place in their home, and fill it all year long. There are many ways to make
expressing thankfulness a part of your daily schedule. Whatever you do, make sure you
have a way to remember the Lord’ sinvolvement in your life.
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Daily Devotional - Spiritual Highs: Real or Counterfeit
Luke 9:28-37

God gives us high spiritual experiencesin order to reveal truth about Himself. But how do
you know if your experience is authentic or not? Any spiritual event that magnifiesitself
or some other activity but does not direct your attention to God is, more than likely,
counterfeit. When God lifts us up, He does so to focus our thoughts on Him.

That’ s what happened at the Mount of Transfiguration: Asthey stood in the presence of
God in human flesh, Peter, James, and John saw Jesus in all His majesty. Observing Him
there with Moses and Elijah, who were deceased, the disciplesrealized thereislife after
death. The things they learned frightened them, but the L ord was revealing something
they would never forget.

Why does God open our hearts and give us glimpses of Himself? By doing so, He
strengthens and motivates us for His purposes. At the same time, He helps us to absorb
understanding that will transcend any future doubt. Peter and his companions were never
the same after the transfiguration. Even when their beloved Lord was taken and crucified,
nothing could erase their indelible memories of the miracle they’ d witnessed.
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Theideathat God is somewhere far away from usisn’t scriptural. He wants to unveil
Himself to His people and commune through His Holy Spirit. If you have never heard
God speak, could it be that there is too much noise in your life distracting you from Him?
Next time you are in church, don’t ssimply go through the motions. God wants to say
something to you that will make a differencein your life. If you listen to Him, He will.
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Blunt Accepts Rare Bible from Pope Francis
Senator Blunt Accepts Rare Bible from Pope Francis

Joined Speaker Boehner and Librarian of Congress Billington to receive
handwritten and illuminated Bible for the Library of Congress
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Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senator Roy Blunt (Mo.) joined Speaker John Boehner (Ohio)
in receiving a donation of a Saint John's Illuminated Bible given to the Library of
Congress by Pope Francis this morning during hisfirst visit to the United States. The
Pope presented the Bible immediately after his remarks to ajoint session of Congress,
which was the first ever papal speech before Congress.

“Meeting Pope Francis this morning was a humbling and memorable experience,” said
Blunt. “It was an honor to receive the donation of a very special St. John’s [lluminated
Bible given to the Library of Congress by the Pope during his visit this week. The time
and resources put into this completely handwritten and hand-illustrated Bibleis
remarkable, and I’'m glad it will reside in the Library of Congress as areminder of the
Pope’ s historic visit to our great nation and the inspiring and hopeful message he had for
usin Congress and across America.”

The Apostles Edition of the Saint John's Bible, one of only twelve in existence, is more
than 1,130 pages, contains 160 illuminations, and measures 2 feet tall and 3 feet wide
when open. It isthe first handwritten and illuminated Bible commissioned in more than
500 years. The Library will place the Bible on public exhibition starting on Saturday,

Sept. 26.

Shown in the photo are Senator Blunt and Librarian of Congress Billington with Pope
Francis asthe pope presents arare illuminated Bible to the Library of Congress
Senator Blunt isthe chairman of the Joint Committee on the Library of Congress.
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