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MDC Announces Waterfowl Seasons and Outlook
SEPTEMBER 07TH 2015 BY DEE LOFLIN

MDC Announces Waterfowl Seasons and Outlook

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) announces that duck hunters will again
have a 60-day season for 2015-2016 hunting. The Missouri Conservation Commission set
upcoming Missouri waterfowl hunting seasons at its Aug. 19 meeting.

DUCK SEASONS
North Zone: Oct. 31 – Dec. 29
Middle Zone: Nov. 7 – Jan. 5
South Zone: Nov. 26 – Jan. 24

Shooting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

Daily Bag Limit: Six ducks daily with species restrictions of:

4 mallards (no more than 2 females)
3 scaup
3 wood ducks
2 redheads
2 hooded mergansers
2 pintails
2 canvasback (increased from 1 last year)
1 black duck
1 mottled duck
Possession Limit: Three times the daily bag limit (18), including species restrictions.
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COOT SEASONS:
Concurrent with duck seasons in the respective zones with a daily bag limit of 15 and a
possession limit of 45.

GOOSE SEASONS:
Light geese: snow, blue, and Ross’s: Statewide, Oct. 31 - Jan. 31
White-fronted geese: Statewide Nov. 7 - Jan. 31
Canada geese and brant: Statewide Oct. 3 - Oct. 11 and Nov. 26 - Jan. 31

Shooting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

Daily Bag Limit and Possession Limit: No more than three Canada geese and brant geese
in aggregate daily and nine in possession, 20 light geese (snow, blue, or Ross’s) daily
with no possession limit, and two white-fronted geese daily and six in possession.

YOUTH HUNTING DAYS:
North Zone: Oct. 24 and 25
Middle Zone: Oct. 31 and Nov. 1
South Zone: Nov. 21 and 22

Bag Limit: Same as during regular waterfowl season.

Shooting Hours: Same as during regular waterfowl season.

Participation Requirements: Any person 15 years of age or younger may participate in the
youth waterfowl hunting days without permit, provided they are in the immediate
presence of an adult 18 years of age or older. If the youth hunter does not have hunter-
education certification, the adult must meet permit requirements for small-game hunting
and have in his or her possession valid hunter-education certification unless born before
Jan. 1, 1967.  The adult may not hunt ducks, but may participate in other seasons open on
the youth days.

LIGHT GOOSE CONSERVATION ORDER:
The Conservation Order for light geese will be in effect Feb. 1 through April 30 with no
bag limit. Hunters may use electronic calls and unplugged shot guns. Shooting hours are
from one-half hour before sunrises to one-half hour after sunset. A Conservation Order
permit is the only permit required for resident and nonresident hunters.

FALCONRY SEASON FOR DUCKS, COOTS AND MERGANSERS:



The federal framework allows 107 days. Falconry is open during teal season (16 days),
regular duck season (60 days), and youth season (two days) in the respective zones,
leaving Feb. 11 – March 10 (29 days) for extended falconry statewide.

Hunting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

Bag and Possession Limits: The daily bag and possession limits shall not exceed three and
nine birds, respectively, singly, or in the aggregate, during the teal, regular duck, youth
waterfowl and extended falconry seasons.

TEAL SEASONS:
As previously announced by MDC in July, blue-winged, green-winged, and cinnamon
teal may be taken from Sept 12 through Sept. 27 from sunrise to sunset with a combined
daily limit of six and a combined possession limit of 18 for all three species. Additional
details are published in MDC's 2015 Migratory Bird Hunting Digest available where
hunting permits are sold, at MDC offices and nature centers, and online at mdc.mo.gov.

WATERFOWL POPULATION ESTIMATES:
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the total number of North American
ducks is estimated to be at a record high for the fourth year in a row at 49.5 million, 43%
above the long-term average (LTA). Estimates of breeding populations for various duck
species from 2015 survey results are:

Mallard numbers are similar to the 2014 estimate and 42 percent above their long-term
average.
Blue-winged teal numbers are similar to 2014 and 73 percent above their long-term
average.
Green-winged teal numbers increased by 19 percent, which puts them 98 percent above
their long-term average.
Northern shoveler numbers dropped by 17 percent but still remain 75 percent above their
long-term average.
Gadwall and American wigeon numbers are similar to 2014 and 100 and 17 percent above
their long-term averages, respectively.
Redhead numbers are similar to 2014 and 71 percent above their long-term average.
Canvasback numbers increased slightly. They are now estimated to be 30 percent above
their long-term average.
Scaup numbers are similar to the 2014 estimate and 13 percent below their long-term
average.
Pintail numbers are similar to 2014 and 24 percent below their long-term average.



HUNTING OUTLOOK:
MDC Resource Scientists note that there are three factors equally or more important than
overall population numbers in contributing toward a season’s outcome: local habitat
conditions, weather, and migration timing. They caution that preseason outlooks for
habitat and weather are less than ideal.

“Wetlands should have plenty of water going into fall, but extensive and repeated
flooding over the summer will mean food and cover could be patchy,” explained MDC
Resource Scientist Andy Raedeke. “Moist-soil seed production will be excellent in
wetlands that benefitted from a wet spring and early summer but did not have late-
summer flooding. Those that did experience late flooding will likely have poor moist-soil
seed production and limited vegetation for cover. Due to flooding, food provided by
crops, such as corn, will likely be well below average.”

Raedeke added that weather conditions play a significant role in affecting duck
movements and distribution. “Long-term weather forecasts are calling for milder than
normal fall and winter weather in the upper Midwest,” he said.

Habitat conditions and weather combine to influence waterfowl migrations.

“The primary uncertainty is how ducks will respond if we have a hunting season with
mild weather, plenty of water, and below average food and cover,” said Raedeke. “In the
absence of significant cold fronts, ducks may disperse throughout the Mississippi Flyway
resulting in lower peak numbers in Missouri. Once ducks arrive in Missouri, habitat
conditions will influence how long they stay. Species that depend entirely on wetland
sources of food may depart sooner than normal. For species that also field feed, such as
mallards, the combination of ample water for roosting and harvested grain fields for
feeding may help offset effects of below average wetland conditions.”

He added that hunters will need to be flexible in when and where they hunt. “If it is a mild
fall, it will be especially important to time hunts with cold fronts and migration events.
Hunters should also be willing to try new locations for potentially better habitat
conditions,” Raedeke said.

Photo by Jimmy Sisk of Charleston, Missouri.
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Getting Your Kids Interested in Hunting

by Dee Dee Dockins

Stoddard County, Missouri - As an Outdoor Skills Specialist, one of the questions most
asked is how to start kids out hunting.  Easy, focus on your child.  As simple as it may seem,
most parents think that if they don’t harvest an animal, their child won’t enjoy the hunt. 
Hunting with mom or dad in the field and having fun is your ultimate goal. 

Keeping focused on the total hunting “experience” will help ensure a successful hunt with
your child.  The first key to starting kids out hunting is to build interest and anticipation
prior to heading to the field.  Parents who skip this step are doomed from the start.  One of
my favorite experiences with my son is scouting for deer or turkey.  He finds the signs of
animals and then helps decide where to set our blind. We then set up the blind and watch for
game before opening day.   Sometimes that lasts 10 minutes and sometimes 2 hours, it
depends on his attention span. You could also cook a wild game dinner with your child to
help them form the connection between the hunter and the harvest.   

Any successful hunter will plan their trip prior to the hunt.  Well laid plans ensure that each
step of the experience will be positive and spark interest in the hunt.  Allowing your child to
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help make plans for the hunt gives him or her ownership in the experience.  

Here are few more pointers:

1.     Make sure your children are comfortable, dressed in layers. You can purchase
rain gear but keep in mind that your child probably doesn’t want to hunt in the
rain. 

2.    Leave your firearm at home.  Concentrate on your child during the hunt. The only
thing you should shoot during their hunt is a camera.  YOU can hunt another day.

3.    Take your child hunting as soon as he or she can quietly sit in the blind.  They
don’t have to have a firearm to hunt.

4.    If they are going to shoot, find a firearm that fits them and can be shot
comfortably, no exceptions.

5.    Teach conservation all the time.  Make certain your child understands why you’re
planning to hunt in a certain location and the importance of good habitat.  Ask
them to tell you why this is a good place to hunt and continue the education while
waiting in the blind.

6.    Practice what you preach.  Demonstrate safe, responsible and ethical behavior at
all times.  Your children will mimic your behavior.

7.    Bring a set of binoculars for your child.  One of the easiest ways to keep a child
occupied is the use of binoculars.

8.    Ground blinds are very forgiving.  These blinds can hide most all movements of
fidgety hunters and even provide an area to sleep during those slow morning hunts.
  

9.     Keep the hunt short.  When they are ready to go home, GO HOME.  Remember,
you are hunting for them.  If you hunt for 10 minutes today but 20 minutes
tomorrow you are still making an improvement.

If you build the experience step by step you will be rewarded tenfold.  Continued
congratulations on successes and positive encouragement about missed opportunities lift
spirits.

Compliments about his or her shooting abilities, keen eye, ability to identify animals, etc.
will be imprinted on their brain forever.  Make sure your child knows how much fun it was
being with them afield—that’s the trophy. 



The countless hours you and your child spend afield creates memories that bond one
generation to another.  Regardless of how many hunting videos you both watch, how many
other hunters he talks to, the child will look to up to you the rest of their life. You will be the
one who EXPERIENCED the each step of this grand adventure with them. You will be the
one who taught them the joy of hunting. 
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DHS Sports Spotlight - Reagan Miller

Dexter, Missouri - Reagan Miller has been chosen as a DHS Sports Spotlight!

Reagan is the daughter of Travis and Laura Miller and Steve and Tracy Watkins.  She
attend Dexter Senior High School and is currently a junior. 
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She is currently on the DHS Lady Cats Tennis team and has performed on the Track &
Field team as well.  Reagan is a member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Student

Council, Art Club, FCCLA, and the Dexter Tech Association (DTA).

Reagan is a member of REFUGE at the First Baptist Church and the Christian Youth
Fellowship at the First Christian Church.

She is also a Top 10% member at Dexter High School.

Though she does not know just where she plans to go to college, she plans to select a
college next year.

Her hobbies are playing the Ukulele and watching Netflix!
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DMS 8th Grade Football Opens Season Against
Bluejays
SEPTEMBER 03RD 2015 BY DEE LOFLIN

DMS 8th Grade Football Opens Season Against Bluejays

Dexter, Missouri - The T.S. Hill Middle School Bearcats take on the Charleston
Bluejays in their first game of the season at John Harris Marshall Field.  Game
time 6:00 p.m. 

Playing for the 8th grade Bearcats are #1 Travis Waldner, #2 Jack Scruggs,
#7 Logan Mitchell,  #8 Drew Soule, #10 Garret Henson, #14 Spencer Warren,
#15 Hyden Hillis, #16 Corey Ezell, #19 Blaine Berry, #22 Mason Keena, #50
Matthew Agey, #56 Eric Allen, #60 Ryder Foster, #61 Steven Cupp, #65
Blake Racca, #68 Luke Becker, #71 Parker VanSlyke, #81 Austin Guy, #84
Brodie Pollock, and  #85 Cutter Cornett.

The 7th grade roster was not available at press time according to Coach Sneed. 
Team photos will be taken on September 8th just before their first home opener
and will be posted on the ShowMe Times at a later date.

DMS Football Schedule

Sept 3      Charleston  (A)    6:00 p.m.  8th grade only

Sept 8      NMCC  (Home)    5:00 p.m.  7th and 8th grades

Sept 17    Sikeston  (A)        4:30 p.m.  7th and 8th grades

Sept 22    East Prairie  (Home)      5:30 p.m.  7th grade only

Sept 24    Kennett  (A)    5:00 p.m.  7th and 8th grades

Sept 29    Caruthersville  (Home)   5:00 p.m.  7th and 8th grades

Oct 1        Malden  (A)  7:30 p.m.  8th grade only

Oct 6        Portageville (Home)  5:00 p.m. 8th grade only
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JV Lady Cats to Participate in ND Volleyballfest

Cape Girardeau, Missouri - The Notre Dame Volleyballfest is slated for Friday,
September 4th and Saturday, September 5th in Cape Girardeau.  The Lady Cats
varsity and junior varsity are set to play both days.
 
Notre Dame. Ste. Genevieve, Lindbergh, St. Vincent, Lafayette, Helias Catholic
and Perryville will compete along with Dexter.
 
The JV Lady Cats begin their play on Court 2 Friday against Perryville at 5:00
p.m. and then Helias Catholic at 6:30 p.m.  On Saturday they play 9th grade
Perryville at 11:00 a.m. on court 2.

Junior Varsity Tournament
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Pool A: Notre Dame, Ste. Genevieve, Lindbergh, St. Vincent
Pool B: Perryville JV, Dexter, Helias Catholic, Perryville 9th.
Friday Pool Play
Court 1
Notre Dame vs. Ste. Genevieve, 3:30 p.m.
St. Vincent vs. Lindbergh, 5 p.m.
St. Vincent vs. Notre Dame, 6:30 p.m.
Court 2
Perryville 9th vs. Helias Catholic, 3:30 p.m.
Dexter vs. Perryville JV, 5 p.m.
Dexter vs. Helias Catholic, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Pool Play
Court 1
Ste. Genevieve vs. Lindbergh, 8 a.m.
Notre Dame vs. Lindbergh, 9:30 a.m.
Ste. Genevieve vs. St. Vincent, 11 a.m.
Court 2
Perryville 9th vs. Perryville JV, 8 a.m.
Helias Catholic vs. Perryville JV, 9:30 a.m.
Perryville 9th vs. Dexter, 11 a.m.
Saturday Bracket Play
Quarterfinal 1: No. 1 Pool A vs. No. 4 Pool B, Court 1 at 1 p.m.
Quarterfinal 2: No. 3 Pool A vs. No. 2 Pool B, Court 1 at 2 p.m.
Quarterfinal 3: No. 1 Pool B vs. No. 4 Pool A, Court 2 at 1 p.m.
Quarterfinal 4: No. 3 Pool B vs. No. 2 Pool A, Court 2 at 2 p.m.
Semifinal 1: Quarterfinal 1 Winner vs. Quarterfinal 2 Winner, Court 1 at 5 p.m.
Semifinal 2: Quarterfinal 3 Winner vs. Quarterfinal 4 Winner, Court 2 at 5 p.m.
Championship: Semifinal 1 Winner vs. Semifinal 2 Winner, Court 2 at 7 p.m.

Shown in the photo are JV Lady Cats #3 Kelby Hill and #16 Maycie Martin.
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