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Daily Devotional - Building Trust When Faith Wavers
Mark 9:21-24

Since faith is the core of our Christian experience, the consequences of wavering faith are
far-reaching. Vacillating trust can lead us to make wrong decisions. Sometimes, after
praying for direction, we might receive an answer that leads us to think, | can’t do that.
S0, instead of asking God to strengthen our faith, we make excuses. We may choose to
postpone our obedience—even indefinitely—in order to do something else we consider
just as worthwhile. But partial obedience is still disobedience, and it leads to situations
that can be dire.

When our faith falters, not only can it result in poor choices, but it also is costly. The

| sraelites wandered 40 years in the desert because the nation allowed unbelief to overtake
their faith. Wavering trust can make us miss out on the blessings of God; it often proves
detrimental to those we love as well.

Our confidence will also be affected by shifting faith. When we are spiritually unsteady,
we can easily be shaken by little things—even insignificant matters. Instead of standing
firm, we may find our confidence eroding. Then we become less willing to take the risks
God is asking of us. Rather than acting with certainty, we question and doubt what we are
hearing from the Lord. We may also find joy diminishing because our wavering faith has
led us away from God’ swill. The inner peace of God that we once enjoyed evaporates as
our faith weakens.
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No matter how unsteady our faith, God invites us to draw near so He can strengthen our
trust in Him. When He does, accept His invitation and give Him the glory.
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James 1:1-8

Faith isthe heart of our Christian life. It is the means by which we are saved, receive
forgiveness for our sins, enjoy a personal relationship with the Lord, and have the
assurance of our salvation. By faith, we experience the peace of God and the power of the
Holy Spirit in our lives. The Bible aso tells us that praying in confident trust “avails
much” (James 5:16 NKJV). Y et our lives and especially our prayerstend to be
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characterized by doubts and wavering faith.
Our faith waverswhen . . .

We apply human thinking to our circumstances. Sometimes God is going to require us
to do something with which human reasoning disagrees (Isa. 55:9).

We allow our feelingsto overcome our faith. It could be a sense of unworthiness or
inadequacy that trips us up. Fear of criticism or failure might cause us to doubt we can do
what the Lord asks.

Wefail to see God at work in our circumstances. Doubts creep in when we have asked
Him to take action but nothing appears to be happening.

We have guilt over sin, past or present. We cannot operate with strong faith when we
are under conviction of sin or dwelling on guilt over past wrongdoing. WE

Welisten to the enemy’slies. Satan is the father of lies, and his objective is to have us
reject God'’ s truth and believe his deception instead.

Faith is defined as “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (
Heb. 11:1). What is the condition of your faith? Do confidence and conviction describe
you?
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Hebrews 12:25-29

Television newsis often filled with interviews and images of people who have suffered
some unimaginable tragedy. One day we' re shown tornado survivors whose homes were
torn apart by powerful winds. Another day we may see massive floods sweeping through
an unsuspecting neighborhood. Occasionally, we even view homes that are swallowed
whole by terrible earthquakes. The expressions on the faces of those who have suffered
loss can be haunting.

L osses like these always draw our attention toward the fragility of those things we hold
most dear—such as our homes, families, and careers. We seldom like wake-up calls that
remind us of the inherent instability of earthly life.

But in aworld that oftentimes seems to be falling apart, believersin the Lord Jesus Christ
have the privilege of sharing the best news imaginable: We have something that is stable,
something that is completely secure. Thereis arock on which we are able to stand, and it
cannot be shaken. That foundation, of course, isamighty God.

The Lord gives us other immovable truths as well. We can trust that Scriptureis His
unchanging, relevant truth for all time. We can forever depend on a secure eternal
relationship with Him through His Son. And we can be sure that an everlasting heavenly
home awaits all those who place their faith in Jesus Christ. We can have stability, evenin
this unstable world.

Do you have someone in your life who needs this life-saving good news— someone who
is drowning, desperately needing you to throw alifeline? Don’'t wait; share it today.
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Daily Devotional - A Right View of Repentance
Acts 2:37-39

Preaching the truth about Jesus Christ in Acts 2, Peter |eft thousands of listeners asking
the same question: “What shall we do now?”’

The apostle’ s response is simple: “Repent, and . . . be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins’ (Acts 2:38). As aresult, 3,000 people were added to the
new church that day (Acts 2:41).

|s this the message of most churches today? Does it seem strange that Peter said “ repent”
instead of “believe”? Actually, Scripture often uses these concepts interchangeably. You
see, repentance and faith are really two sides of the same coin: Both are essential for
salvation, and each is dependent upon the other.

In terms of salvation, you cannot separate faith and repentance—both happen
simultaneously. In order to be saved, you must place faith in Christ for the forgiveness of
sins, and that faith decision requires a change of mind (repentance) about your way of life.
Y et many people mistakenly believe they must change their way of living long before
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they can make afaith decision for the Savior. The truth is, repentance does not mean that
we must completely change our ways and “ clean ourselves up” so we can receive Christ
as Lord.

If you' re holding off on adecision for Christ until you think you are “ready” or “worthy,”
you're waiting in vain. Jesus is ready to receive you right now. Only as a child of God
will you find the power—His power—to truly become the person you were created to be.
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|saiah 41:10-11
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Our almighty God desires that we reach His goals for our lives. But we also have an
enemy who would love to prevent our progress. Scripture identifies obstacles that can
Impede achievement. However, if we know what the roadblocks are, it is easier to identify
and overcome them.

* First, when we experience fear, our focus shifts from Jesus to the very thing we want to
avoid. Such apprehension can become bondage. The antidote isto bring our focus back to
the Lord.

» Second, doubt is alack of assurance that God will help us to succeed. Past failures,
negative influences, and ignorance of His Word can all lead to this obstacle.

* Third, excuses are an effort to make disobedience more comfortable. “ | haven't had the
same opportunities others have” or “1 amtoo busy” are false justifications, as was
Adanm’' s attempt to blame Eve for his bad decision. God always gives us what we need in
order to obey Him.

* Fourth, procrastination—or delaying an action that causes discomfort—al so inhibits
success. Related to that is a fifth roadblock: laziness. This ungodly behavior can, for
obvious reasons, prevent us from achieving God'’ s purpose for our lives.

Wise people check their habits and behavior to identify anything that inhibits following
Christ fully. If any of these roadblocks are hindering you, push them aside. Find scriptures
to help battle temptations. And ask God for strength so you can live freely and
purposefully in the way He has planned.
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