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Hebrews 12:25-29

Television news is often filled with interviews and images of people who have suffered
some unimaginable tragedy. One day we’re shown tornado survivors whose homes were
torn apart by powerful winds. Another day we may see massive floods sweeping through
an unsuspecting neighborhood. Occasionally, we even view homes that are swallowed
whole by terrible earthquakes. The expressions on the faces of those who have suffered
loss can be haunting.

Losses like these always draw our attention toward the fragility of those things we hold
most dear—such as our homes, families, and careers. We seldom like wake-up calls that
remind us of the inherent instability of earthly life.

But in a world that oftentimes seems to be falling apart, believers in the Lord Jesus Christ
have the privilege of sharing the best news imaginable: We have something that is stable,
something that is completely secure. There is a rock on which we are able to stand, and it
cannot be shaken. That foundation, of course, is almighty God.

The Lord gives us other immovable truths as well. We can trust that Scripture is His
unchanging, relevant truth for all time. We can forever depend on a secure eternal
relationship with Him through His Son. And we can be sure that an everlasting heavenly
home awaits all those who place their faith in Jesus Christ. We can have stability, even in
this unstable world.
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Do you have someone in your life who needs this life-saving good news— someone who
is drowning, desperately needing you to throw a lifeline? Don’t wait; share it today.
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Acts 2:37-39

Preaching the truth about Jesus Christ in Acts 2, Peter left thousands of listeners asking
the same question: “What shall we do now?”

The apostle’s response is simple: “Repent, and . . . be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38). As a result, 3,000 people were added to the
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new church that day (Acts 2:41).

Is this the message of most churches today? Does it seem strange that Peter said “repent”
instead of “believe”? Actually, Scripture often uses these concepts interchangeably. You
see, repentance and faith are really two sides of the same coin: Both are essential for
salvation, and each is dependent upon the other.

In terms of salvation, you cannot separate faith and repentance—both happen
simultaneously. In order to be saved, you must place faith in Christ for the forgiveness of
sins, and that faith decision requires a change of mind (repentance) about your way of life.
Yet many people mistakenly believe they must change their way of living long before
they can make a faith decision for the Savior. The truth is, repentance does not mean that
we must completely change our ways and “clean ourselves up” so we can receive Christ
as Lord.

If you’re holding off on a decision for Christ until you think you are “ready” or “worthy,”
you’re waiting in vain. Jesus is ready to receive you right now. Only as a child of God
will you find the power—His power—to truly become the person you were created to be.
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Isaiah 41:10-11

Our almighty God desires that we reach His goals for our lives. But we also have an
enemy who would love to prevent our progress. Scripture identifies obstacles that can
impede achievement. However, if we know what the roadblocks are, it is easier to identify
and overcome them.

• First, when we experience fear, our focus shifts from Jesus to the very thing we want to
avoid. Such apprehension can become bondage. The antidote is to bring our focus back to
the Lord.

• Second, doubt is a lack of assurance that God will help us to succeed. Past failures,
negative influences, and ignorance of His Word can all lead to this obstacle.

• Third, excuses are an effort to make disobedience more comfortable. “I haven’t had the
same opportunities others have” or “I am too busy” are false justifications, as was
Adam’s attempt to blame Eve for his bad decision. God always gives us what we need in
order to obey Him.

• Fourth, procrastination—or delaying an action that causes discomfort—also inhibits
success. Related to that is a fifth roadblock: laziness. This ungodly behavior can, for
obvious reasons, prevent us from achieving God’s purpose for our lives.

Wise people check their habits and behavior to identify anything that inhibits following
Christ fully. If any of these roadblocks are hindering you, push them aside. Find scriptures
to help battle temptations. And ask God for strength so you can live freely and
purposefully in the way He has planned.
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Proverbs 3:5-6

What causes some people to fail and others to achieve their goals? One theory is that
background, education, and ability are the main factors. But why, then, do we hear stories
of victory achieved by people who have come from difficult backgrounds, struggled with
disabilities, or had little instruction? Surely, something else determines whether we
accomplish our objectives.

Contrary to the word’s common definition—which usually involves fame, fortune, or
power—true success means becoming the people God wants us to be and reaching the
goals He has set for our lives. Hebrews 12:1 offers His perspective on this: “Therefore,
since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us.”
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Here, we see the keys to success. First, it is important to find encouragement from the
lives of other believers who have seen Christ’s faithfulness and followed His direction.
Next, we should get rid of anything that holds us back from obeying God. Finally, we are
to persevere, even through difficult or discouraging times. Today’s passage answers our
original question: We achieve success only by relying on Jesus for guidance and strength.

God has a wonderful plan for blessing and fulfillment in your life, and part of His plan is
that you live with purpose and perseverance. The Father’s guidance will become clearer
as you read His Word, pray for direction, and seek godly counsel. Does your definition of
success for your life match the good plan God has for you?
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Ephesians 4:29-32

Showing mercy to those who hurt us does not come naturally— it’s easier to get angry at
them and remain that way. We justify our lack of forgiveness by pointing to the injustice
that took place or harm that was done. But God commands us to be merciful (Luke 6:36).
We who have been shown divine mercy are to practice a lifestyle of forgiveness.

So why don’t we obey? Sometimes our pride gets in the way. We are angered when
treated with disrespect, passed over for a job opportunity, or ignored despite our
accomplishments. At other times we get focused on other people’s refusal to change, so
we withhold mercy until they improve their behavior. And some of us have been badly
hurt or treated unjustly. Our minds are filled with such pain that we become stuck in the
past and cannot see how we’ll ever be able to forgive.

An unforgiving attitude can have all sorts of unwanted consequences, including broken
relationships, emotional bondage, and indifference toward the Lord. The longer we hold
on to our anger, the more it will affect our fellowship, not only with other people but also
with our heavenly Father. Over time, we may become bitter and hostile, which certainly
doesn’t fit with our identity in Christ.

It is hard for us to pardon those who tell lies about us, treat us badly, or cause harm to our
loved ones. And yet their behavior toward us is not a reason to withhold mercy. God calls
us to forgive as He forgave us—and with His help, we can do just that.
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