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Daily Devotional - Following the Father's Example

Ephesians 6:1-4

Do you have a strong relationship with your children? The way we initially think about
God has much to do with how we were parented—especially by our father. What image
of the Lord are you portraying?

Many men struggle in their role as dads because their own fathers were either
absent—physically or emotionally—or poor examples. But regardless of what a person
experienced in the past, the best thing any parent can do is imitate God the Father. Yet
how do we know who He really is?

We get our best glimpse of what the heavenly Father is like by looking at His Son.
Speaking with the disciples, Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father but through Me . . . He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John
14:6, 14:9). Not only is Christ our path to relationship with God; He is also the way we
come to know the Father’s true character.

When we look at Jesus’ life, what do we see? He was merciful, patient, gentle,
compassionate, kind, and full of goodness toward all people (Matthew 9:10-13). The
Savior healed the sick, provided for needs, and offered forgiveness—regardless of the
offense (Matthew 14:14-21;  Luke 23:34). But in love, He didn’t hesitate to discipline
others when correction was required.

More than a solid education or material possessions, your child’s greatest need is a role
model of devotion to God through prayer, Bible reading, and holy living. If you make
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knowing and following the heavenly Father your first priority, you won’t have to worry
about what kind of parent you will be
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