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Daily Devotional - Praying in the Name of Jesus
John 14:7-27

When we develop avibrant prayer life, it transforms the way we live and see things.
Through prayer, the Lord can change our weakness into His strength, our ignorance into
His wisdom, and our emptiness into His fullness. Jesus made an awesome promise: Heis
committed to accomplishing whatever we ask in His name. But what does this really
mean?

Praying in His name means recognizing that Jesus has paved the way for us to have
access to the Father. Anyone who believes in Christ's death as full payment for his or her
sins and who has received Him as personal Savior can, amazingly, approach the throne of
Almighty God (Hebrews 4:16).

Praying in His name denotes exercising the authority He has given to each born-again
child of God. Jesus, the heir of all things, has made us "fellow heirs* with Him (Romans
8:14-17). Understanding our position should give us confidence and boldness as we
humbly ask and expectantly look for God's awesome answers. We are on amission that
requires us to be people of prayer—always connected with the Holy Spirit's power,
always crying out to the Father, always depending on Him as our source.

Praying in the name of Jesus signifies agreement with Hiswill. Y ou are asking the Father
to grant your need or desire as Jesus would, were He in your position. When you pray
with this attitude, God is going to reveal Hiswill because you want nothing less than what
He wants. Thisisthe kind of prayer that changes the world.
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Daily Devotional - Our Gifts for His Kingdom
1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Many people hear the word serve and feel that they do not have the necessary qualities to
make a difference in others' lives. Thisistrue—apart from God. But He has gifted each
of usin unique ways with a purpose in mind. His plan for us involves using these talents
to serve Him for the good of others.

Satan would like us to believe otherwise. Our enemy wants us to notice what others are
doing and then to fedl inferior. For instance, | have heard women say, “| am just a
homemaker.” They see people preaching and singing in the choir and wish they could
accomplish something so great for God. Friends, nothing could be further from the truth.
An enormous responsibility rests with those who train their children in righteousness.
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In fact, the Holy Spirit has gifted each believer for specific work in God’ s kingdom.
Scripture explains this idea by a comparison with a human body: Each person has gifts
and purposes that make the entire system function well. But if the heel wantsthe eye’'s
role, the whole being will lose balance.

Each part is crucial, even though some aren’t as noticeable as others. Truthfully, those
with less apparent talents have an advantage because pride and self-sufficiency may not
be so great a temptation.

Notice how Peter defined himself: “abond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ” (2 Peter
1:1). He was no longer a man motivated by self-interest. Once He began to follow Jesus,
he saw himself as a servant of God. We, too, are called to serve the King of Kings with
whatever abilities we are given.
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Daily Devotional - The Good Shepherd
Psalms 23

Oftentimesin Scripture, God is portrayed in ways that are easy for us to understand. One
of the best-known and favorite passages in the Bible is Psalms 23, which begins, “The
Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want.” Here, David offers a touching and poignant
representation of God by describing Him as a shepherd.

In ancient times, shepherds had a special relationship with their flocks. They spent each
day with the animals, guiding their paths, protecting them from danger, and corralling
those that went astray. To the sheep, the shepherd was a constant companion, to the extent
that the animals actually grew to recognize his voice and, therefore, to respond only to his
cal.

In Psalms 23, David acknowledges his position as a wandering sheep under the direction
of the Great Shepherd. As such, he rejoices because he' s part of the Lord's "flock" and
God is such agracious, loving Guide.

Because of his assurance of God' s protection and guidance, David was able to boldly
exclaim, "Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil, for
You arewithme’ (Psalms 23:4). Thisistruly aremarkable statement, because it reveals
that while David was aware he would face hard times, he was able to rest in the
confidence that God would safely see him through the ordeal.

Just as a shepherd knows his flock, God knows you. Thank Him today for allowing you to
graze in the pasture of His blessings.
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Daily Devotional - God's Grace and Our Finances
Proverbs 3:9-10

If you knew that something you desired could destroy your life, would you keep chasing
after it? The Bible warns about a certain kind of pursuit that can cause one to:

1) Fall into sin.

2) Be mastered by foolish wishes.

3) Engage in activities that erode character.
4) Plunge into moral ruin.

5) Wander from faith.

In spite of these dire warnings, many people are still ruled by alonging to get rich.

There is nothing wrong with being affluent, as long as we follow God'’ s rules for wise
living. Specifically, we are to honor Him with our money, which includes acknowledging
that He isthe rightful owner (Proverbs 3:9; Psalms 50:10). And we're also to give it
cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7). The desire for riches becomes a sin when accumulation is
among our highest priorities. If that is the case, the god we end up serving is money.

Believersare to live by grace in every aspect of their lives, including finances. That
means we surrender wages, portfolio, and charitable giving into God’ s hands.
Furthermore, we accept what He gives as enough, even when the bank account seems low
by the world’ s standards. He has promised to supply our needs, so we're to regard
financial gains and losses as part of Hiswill and plan.
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| am not preaching a message that suggests godly people are rewarded with riches.
Poverty and tough times are as common to believers as to unbelievers. However, the
Bible promisesthat if we live by God' s grace, He will provide amply for whatever we
need (2 Corinthians 9:8).
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Daily Devotional - Strength in Waiting
| saiah 40:28-31

God has a purpose and plan for your life, and His timing is perfect. Sometimes He
answers our prayers with “yes’ or “no.” But at other times, He says, “Not now.” When
thisisthe case, we can avail ourselves of the rich rewards that come while we wait.
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One very practical blessing isthat God strengthens us as we lean on Him during delays.

| saiah 40:31 describes an eagle soaring—an apt metaphor for how the believer who abides
in the Lord will be lifted and sustained by His Spirit. (In fact, it’sinteresting to note that
the Hebrew for “wind” and “ spirit” come from the same word: ruach.)

When we are facing a difficult decision, thereal key islearning to wait. Thereisno verse
of Scripture that tells us to take control and fight our own battles. God is the one who
fights them on our behalf (2 Chronicles 20:15). We are to be patient and trust in Him.

When David faced his greatest battles, he waited upon the Lord. God delivered him from
destruction and set his feet on solid ground (Psalms 40:1-3). He will do the same for you.
When you abide in Him, He gives supernatural energy to accomplish the things He
requires of you—His Spirit does for you what you cannot do for yourself.

In reading through the Scriptures, we see that every time one of God' s saintsgains a
victory, he or sheiswaiting and trusting in the Lord. Y ou can likewise experience
triumph in your life. When you have the omnipotent Creator of the universe acting on
your behalf, you can’t lose.
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