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Daily Devotional - Strength in Waiting
| saiah 40:28-31

God has a purpose and plan for your life, and His timing is perfect. Sometimes He
answers our prayerswith “yes’ or “no.” But at other times, He says, “Not now.” When
thisis the case, we can avail ourselves of the rich rewards that come while we wait.

One very practical blessing isthat God strengthens us as we lean on Him during delays.
|saiah 40:31 describes an eagle soaring—an apt metaphor for how the believer who abides
in the Lord will be lifted and sustained by His Spirit. (In fact, it’sinteresting to note that
the Hebrew for “wind” and “ spirit” come from the same word: ruach.)

When we are facing a difficult decision, the real key islearning to wait. Thereisno verse
of Scripture that tells us to take control and fight our own battles. God is the one who
fights them on our behalf (2 Chronicles 20:15). We are to be patient and trust in Him.

When David faced his greatest battles, he waited upon the Lord. God delivered him from
destruction and set his feet on solid ground (Psalms 40:1-3). He will do the same for you.
When you abide in Him, He gives supernatural energy to accomplish the things He
requires of you—His Spirit does for you what you cannot do for yourself.

In reading through the Scriptures, we see that every time one of God's saintsgains a
victory, he or sheiswaiting and trusting in the Lord. Y ou can likewise experience
triumph in your life. When you have the omnipotent Creator of the universe acting on
your behalf, you can’t lose.
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Daily Devotional - Requirements of Waiting
Psalms 25:3-5

Waiting for God’ stiming is neither passive nor idle—it takes discipline and commitment.
| can think of four basic requirements for successful waiting.

Faith. The Lord’ s ways and timing are nothing like ours (Isaiah 55:8-9). From a human
standpoint, the way He does thingsis usually totally different than expected. But aswe
trust Him more, we'll discover that His approach isn’t so strange after all. And when we
live in harmony with God’ s will, His timing starts to make sense.

Humility. To wait for the Lord, you must be convinced of your need for Him. Submission
to His divine will requires humility—you cannot charge ahead with your own plans and at
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the same time be fully surrendered to God.

Patience. Are you willing to remain in your current position until you receive clear divine
direction? Pausing for clarity from God does not mean that you disengage and allow
circumstances to fall apart around you. Waiting upon the Lord is a deliberate decision that
requires patience.

Courage. Waiting for God often takes courage, especially when there is pressure to act. If
you' re not careful, you might stop listening to the Lord and follow other advice. So keep
your ear attuned to the voice of Almighty God, and you won'’t go wrong.

Waiting upon the Lord is one of the wisest, most important decisions we makein life.
And contrary to popular assumptions, it is an active endeavor that requires faith, humility,
patience, and courage. When you rely upon God and wait for His timing, the various
facets of lifefall into place.
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Lifting the Weight of Our Burdens
Matthew 11:28

In the 1986 movie The Mission, a guilt-ridden slave trader named Mendoza struggles to
climb a treacherous mountain while carrying an overloaded pack of armor and weapons. It
Isatask of his own making: He purposely selected this cumbersome burden as penance
for the violent sinsin his past.

At the peak of amountain and the height of his frustration, Mendoza balances
precariously at an impassable ridge, his awkward bag preventing him from moving
another inch. As he pulls with every ounce of his strength, a young native boy suddenly
comes toward him and draws alarge knife. Mendoza fears for hislife, but the youth has
something else in mind. He cuts the heavy pack from Mendoza's back and letsit fall into
the deep ravine.

Unable to communicate with each other, the two men embrace as Mendoza’ s tears reveal
his deep feelings of gratefulness and relief.

Though sin mars the life of each of us, God has not called usto carry the weight of guilt
on our backs. Neither does He require us to atone for our own wrongdoings. Instead, God
sent His only Son Jesus to bear the sin of the entire world. The Savior’ s blood was shed to
relieve us of the debt we each owed to God (John 3:16; Romans 4:25).

What burden are you carrying right now? Psalms 55:22 saysto cast it on the Lord. Will
you allow Jesus to “cut the ties” and receive you into His outstretched arms?
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Daily Devotional - Draw Near to God
James 4:6-10

“Draw near to god and He will draw near to you.” That isan amazing promise! Aswe
open ourselves up to the Lord, He opens up to us. If we come to Him in submission,
repentance, and brokenness, He rushes in with forgiveness, love, and faithfulness. There
Is no room for self-sufficiency or self-protection in thisinteraction. Only in the humility
of helplessness will we discover the sufficiency of His presence.

At first glance, it may seem that we were the ones who began the relationship, but in
reality, God took the initiative; we merely responded to His overture (John 6:44). Many
times He uses situations and difficulties to get our attention and stimulate our thirst for
Him. What appears to be a painful or desperate situation is often His invitation to draw
near.

Even our greatest failures and sins can lead us to Christ, as we seek forgiveness from the
Father. With an attitude of humble repentance, we can enter into a more intimate
relationship with God. However, if you and | continue living in rebellion and are
unwilling to confess and repent, He will not reveal more of Himself to us. Sin aways
blocks our ability to know the Lord.

Have you allowed adversity or failure to pull you away from God rather than toward
Him? To put distance between you and Jesus, Satan will misuse the very situations that
the Lord can utilize to draw you to Himself. Don't | et the enemy win the battle. Instead,
“resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).
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Daily Devotional - The Power of the Holy Spirit
Romans 8:11-14

Y esterday’ s reading offered scriptural proof that the Holy Spirit isaperson. Yet there’'sa
persistent misconception that casts Him as some kind of intangible force. The underlying
assumption is that “the power of the Holy Spirit” is something Christians wield for
themselves. But in fact, the phrase refers to Hiswork in the believer’slife.

Jesus was clear that serving God is not a one-man or one-woman show. It takes two—a
believer and the Holy Spirit—to live the Christian life victoriously (Luke 24:49). The
Spirit takes up residence in a person the moment that individual receives Christ’s
forgiveness for sins. From then on, Hisjob is to equip the believer so he or she can
consistently model Jesus to the world.
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When the apostle Paul said, “1 can do all things through [Christ] who strengthens me,” he
was talking about the Holy Spirit’sindwelling presence (Philippians 4:13). What this
means s that within the believer is an indescribably rich power source. The Spirit works
through people to get done what isimpossible for them to accomplish alone. In fact, the
Bible says that He can do “far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think” (
Ephesians 3:20). And Paul certainly proved that with his prolific ministry.

What is God calling you to do that’s “far more abundantly” beyond all you think you can
achieve? Stop making excuses and get to work! Within you lies untapped potential—not
your own strength and abilities, but the unlimited might of the Holy Spirit. His power will
be unleashed in response to your acting on faith.
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