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8th Congressional District - Missouri - Ronald Reagan once said his fondest hope for
young peopleisthat they would love their country for her selflessness and idealism. As
the school year comesto aclose, | have reflected on all of the great schools | have had the
pleasure of visiting while in Congress. From Rollato Caruthersville, Sikeston to
Gainesville, and Festus to Doniphan, I’ ve been bringing Congress to the classroom. When
| speak with students, my message is simple: Y ou can make an impact no matter your age.

Y oung people don’'t have to wait until they are older to get involved in the political
process. Since taking office, | have talked with bright students at more than 50 schools
across the district and they have great ideas on how to move Americaforward. |
encourage them to follow what is happening in Jefferson City and in Washington, D.C. to
see how legidation affectstheir lives. They can make their voices heard now by
contacting their elected officials through traditional methods like phone calls and | etters,
but aso through Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Even now students can have an immediate impact in their communities. Y oung people
can volunteer with civic organizations, get involved in their churches or create their own
opportunities to serve. | am so proud of the students | have met around the area that are
taking action. They are volunteering at food pantries, coaching teams for kids with
disabilities, improving hiking trails and so much more.
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As one of the youngest members of the House of Representatives, | want today’ s students
to know that they are tomorrow’ s leaders. With hard work and perseverance these bright
young people can accomplish anything.
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