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Exodus 20:12

The command to “honor . . . your mother” isn’'t a suggestion, and nobody is exempt. Her
character or effectiveness as a parent is not the issue. God established this guideline for
Israel because arespectful home was crucial to the nation’ s future success. The sameis
true for us today. God blesses our homes when we respect our mothers with words,
attitudes, and actions.

LOVE HER UNCONDITIONALLY. We're called to love our moms as God does. He
didn’t qualify His love with expectations or conditions to be met first. He lavished
affection on us “while we were yet sinners’ (Romans 5:8).

FORGIVE HER COMPASSIONATELY. Since there are no perfect mothers, at times
we'll have to forgive them. If your mom seems harsh or unloving, show compassion. Asa
child, she may have experienced hardships that wounded her spirit.

REMEMBER HER GRATEFULLY. This Mother’'s Day, thank Mom for all she did for
you when you were young. But don't let it end there. Nothing is more hurtful than feeling
forgotten. Make room for her in your busy schedule. After all, she made countless
sacrifices for you.
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TREAT HER KINDLY. Let your mother know she' s valued. Take timeto listen
attentively to her words, and help her out when sheisin need.

Does your mother feel loved and honored? \What can you do to bring abig smileto her
face? In our adult years, it’' s easy to distance ourselves from our moms because life gets
hectic and multiple demands steal our time. Make it a habit to pray for her daily and
contact her regularly.
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