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Daily Devotional - The Blessing of Praying Parent

1 Samuel 2:1-10

Hannah experienced great sorrow prior to the birth of her son Samuel. Through that
difficult time, however, she demonstrated a strong love for the Lord and a dependence on
Him through prayer.

Samuel had a mother who loved God deeply. In fact, Hannah saw herself as the Lord’s
handmaid, whose life was in service to Him (1 Samuel 1:11 KJV). Even when her misery
was overwhelming, she acknowledged how important He was to her, and she modeled a
godly lifestyle.

We are commanded to love the Lord with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark
12:30) and to give Him first place in our life (Deuteronomy 5:7). If we love God, we will
make sure our children know about Him and understand the importance of a relationship
with Him through Christ. Our lives, though flawed, will reveal the transforming power of
the Holy Spirit.

Samuel was blessed because Hannah was a woman of prayer. After telling of her petition,
which stemmed from misery, Scripture records her declaration of praise, which came
from a heart rejoicing over God’s answer to her cries. A praying mother gives high
priority to bringing family concerns before the Lord. I remember my mom kneeling with
me by my bed to pray. I can still recall the phrases she used and the things she talked over
with Him.
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Children need committed parents who 1) demonstrate love toward both the family and
God, and 2) help them experience the power and joy of prayer (James 5:16). Even one
parent can make a powerful difference when Christ is the center of the home. I know my
mother did.
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