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Eleven New Cases of CWD in Missouri Deer

Jefferson City, Missouri - The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) reports that
11 new cases of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) have recently been found in deer
harvested in Macon, Adair, and now Cole counties. A buck harvested near the village of
Centertown in Cole County is the first case of the disease to be found outside of the
Department’s six-county CWD Containment Zone of Adair, Chariton, Linn, Macon,
Randolph, and Sullivan counties. All previous cases have been limited to Macon, Linn,
and Adair counties.

These 11 new cases bring the total number of Missouri free-ranging deer that have tested
positive for CWD to 14 for this past season and 24 overall since the disease was first
discovered in the state in 2010 at a private hunting preserve in Linn County. CWD has
also been found in 11 captive deer in Macon and Linn counties.

The Department has collected more than 43,000 tissue samples since it began testing for
the emerging disease in 2001. MDC has collected more than 3,400 tissue samples for
CWD testing from harvested and other free-ranging deer this season. Results for about
330 tissue samples are still in the process of being tested by an independent, outside
laboratory.

“We will provide an update of final results once all testing has been completed for the
season,” said MDC Deer Biologist Jason Sumners. “We will continue to monitor the
spread of the disease through more CWD testing this coming fall and winter. We are also
updating our efforts to help contain the spread of the disease and will be working out the
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details over this spring and summer.”

Chronic Wasting Disease infects only deer and other members of the deer family by
causing degeneration of the brain. The disease has no vaccine or cure and is 100-percent
fatal.

Missouri offers some of the best deer hunting in the country, and deer hunting is an
important part of many Missourians' lives and family traditions. Infectious diseases such
as CWD could reduce hunting and wildlife-watching opportunities for Missouri's nearly
520,000 deer hunters and almost two million wildlife watchers. Deer hunting is also an
important economic driver in Missouri and gives a $1 billion annual boost to state and
local economies.

Lower deer numbers from infectious diseases such as CWD could hurt 12,000 Missouri
jobs and many businesses that rely on deer hunting as a significant source of revenue,
such as meat processors, taxidermists, hotels, restaurants, sporting goods stores, and
others. CWD also threatens the investments of thousands of private landowners who
manage their land for deer and deer hunting, and who rely on deer and deer hunting to
maintain property values.

For more information on CWD in Missouri, visit the MDC website at
mdc.mo.gov/node/16478.
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Nearly 1,000 Blood Drives Cancelled Due to Snow and Ice

Severe winter weather affects Red Cross blood, platelet donations

Donors urgently needed after nearly 1,000 blood drives canceled since Feb. 1

Cape Girardeau, Missouri — Following round after round of snow, freezing rain
and arctic cold in many parts of the country, the American Red Cross has an
urgent need for eligible blood and platelet donors to give now to help restock its
shelves.

March storms forced the cancellation of more than 200 blood drives, resulting in
nearly 7,000 uncollected blood and platelet donations. This shortfall follows more
than 26,400 uncollected blood and platelet donations in February due to severe
weather across 27 states. In the Missouri-Illinois Red Cross Blood Services
Region, more than 40 blood drives were canceled, causing more than 1,300
blood and platelet donations to go uncollected. Despite the weather, hospital
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patients still rely on transfusions.

“Blood products are being delivered to hospitals almost as quickly as they come
in,” said Scott Caswell, CEO of the Missouri-Illinois Blood Services Region.
“Donors who give now aren’t just restocking our shelves, they are making sure
hope continues to be available for patients in need.”

As weather conditions improve, the Red Cross urges donors of all blood types to
make and keep appointments to help restock its shelves. Platelet donors, as well
as blood donors with the most in-demand blood types – O negative, A negative
and B negative – are particularly encouraged to give in the days and weeks to
come to help replenish the blood supply.

Platelets help prevent massive blood loss and are a vital part of cancer and organ
transplant treatments. With a shelf life of just five days, platelet donations are
especially needed. Eligible donors with types O negative, A negative and B
negative blood are encouraged to donate double red cells where available.
During a double red cell donation, two units of red cells are collected while most
of the plasma and platelets are returned to the donor. 

To find a convenient donation opportunity and schedule an appointment, donors
can download the free Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org or
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

How to donate blood

Simply download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to make an
appointment or for more information. All blood types are needed to ensure a
reliable supply for patients. A blood donor card or driver’s license or two other
forms of identification are required at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of
age (16 with parental consent in some states), weigh at least 110 pounds and are
in generally good health may be eligible to donate blood. High school students
and other donors 18 years of age and younger also have to meet certain height
and weight requirements.

About the American Red Cross

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to
victims of disasters; supplies about 40 percent of the nation’s blood; teaches skills

http://www.redcrossblood.org


that save lives; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military
members and their families. The Red Cross is a not-for-profit organization that
depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its
mission. For more information, please visit redcross.org or visit us on Twitter at
@RedCross.
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Report Potholes to MoDOT

Missouri - Spring is officially two weeks away, but rising temperatures this weekend
after recent winter storms will bring out the potholes in Missouri's roads. At MoDOT, the
start of March means crews turn their attention to the potholes that "spring" forth as
temperatures change.
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"Our goal is to patch potholes as quickly as possible and get us through the transition to
warmer weather," said Elizabeth Wright, MoDOT state maintenance engineer. "MoDOT's
crews will repair minor road damage quickly, but we need the public's help to spot those
potholes and let us know where they are."
 
There are multiple ways motorists can report potholes:
MoDOT's Customer Service Center, available 24/7, at 1-888-ASK-MODOT (888-275-
6636).
Online - from your computer or cell phone, at modot.org. Look for "Report a Road
Concern."
By e-mail: comments@modot.mo.gov.
Potholes form when temperatures warm up during the day but continue to be cold at
night. Moisture from winter rain and snow constantly seeps into the cracks and joints of
the roadway. When the temperatures drop at night, that water freezes and expands the
pavement, which causes it to crack and bulge. As cars and trucks drive over those cracks,
the pressure causes chunks of pavement to pop out, and potholes are formed.

MoDOT is responsible for all state-maintained highways in Missouri. Potholes and other
damage on city and county streets should be reported to the appropriate local agency. If
you aren't sure if a road is maintained by MoDOT, give the customer service center a call
and one of MoDOT's customer service representatives can tell you.
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Paddlefish Season Opens March 15th With New MDC Tagging Project

Missouri -The annual spring paddlefish snagging season is a popular pastime for
thousands of anglers starting March 15 and running through April 30. The state’s major
paddlefish snagging waters include Lake of the Ozarks, Harry S. Truman Lake, Table
Rock Lake, the Osage River below Bagnell Dam, and the Missouri River. The season for
the Mississippi River is March 15 through May 15 with a fall season of Sept. 15 through
Dec. 15.

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) makes paddlefish snagging possible in
the Show-Me State through annual stockings of about 38,000 foot-long fingerlings raised
at its Blind Pony Hatchery near Sweet Springs and released into Lake of the Ozarks,
Truman Lake, and Table Rock Lake, plus several thousand into select rivers.

According to MDC Fisheries Management Biologist Trish Yasger, dams and other
barriers to spawning areas have eliminated sustainable natural reproduction in these
waters.

“Without annual stocking by Conservation Department staff, this popular pastime and
food source would go away,” Yasger said. “We manage and monitor paddlefish
populations around the state, but need help from snaggers to learn more and to better
manage this popular game fish.”

SNAG A TAG – GET A REWARD

Yasger is leading a new five-year tagging project by MDC to help monitor paddlefish
harvest rates and improve species management. The project began this winter, and
success depends on snaggers reporting tagged fish.
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Yasger explained that, from January to mid-March each year through 2019, Department
staff will place numbered metal jaw tags on about 2,000 paddlefish netted in each
reservoir -- Lake of the Ozarks, Truman Lake, and Table Rock Lake -- and about 1,000
fish netted in the Mississippi River. All fish captured are weighed, measured, jaw tagged,
and released.

She encourages snaggers to report all tagged paddlefish and to NOT remove tags from
undersized (sublegal) paddlefish.

“We will send a special ‘I caught a Missouri paddlefish!’ t-shirt to each snagger who
returns or reports their first tag on a legal-sized fish,” Yasger explained. “Rewards will
not be given for sublegal fish. All returned and reported tags for the season will be placed
into drawings each summer for a small number of cash prizes with a grand prize of $500.”

Tags or photos of tags from harvested paddlefish must be submitted for rewards. Snaggers
must include the following information with each tag:

Date caught
Location of catch including reservoir or river, mile marker, and county
Tag number
Fish length from eye to the fork of the tail
Snagger’s name and complete address
Report tags by calling MDC at 573-579-6825 with the information, or mail the
information with the tag to: Missouri Department of Conservation, 3815 East Jackson
Blvd., Jackson, MO 63755.

FISH FACTS AND REGULATION REQUIREMENTS

Also known as “spoonbills” because of the shape of their snouts, paddlefish take seven or
eight years to grow to legal size. The fish feed on plankton and other microscopic prey.
These filter feeders therefore do not take bait from hooks and must be snagged using large
hooks that catch in the mouth, gills or other areas of their bodies.

Unless exempt, anglers must have a current fishing permit to snag or to operate a boat for
snaggers. The daily limit is two paddlefish and snaggers must stop snagging after
obtaining the daily limit on Lake of the Ozarks and Truman Lake and their tributaries, and
the Osage River below Bagnell Dam.  The minimum legal body length for paddlefish at
Lake of the Ozarks, Truman Lake, Table Rock Lake, and their tributaries is 34 inches,
measured from the eye to the fork of the tail. The minimum legal body length is 24 inches



on the Osage River below Bagnell Dam and in other Missouri waters. All paddlefish
under the legal minimum length must be returned to the water unharmed immediately
after being caught.

The Wildlife Code of Missouri requires the head, tail, and skin to remain attached to all
paddlefish while on the water so paddlefish should not be cleaned until off of the water.
Also, extracted paddlefish eggs may not be possessed while on waters of the state or
adjacent banks and may not be transported. Paddlefish eggs may not be bought, sold or
offered for sale. Additionally, paddlefish or their parts, including eggs, may not be used
for bait.

Yasger reminds snaggers to help sublegal snagged fish survive to grow larger.

“Do not land paddlefish with gaffs. This can fatally injure sublegal fish. Use large landing
nets,” she said. “Remove hooks carefully and get sublegal fish back into the water as
quickly as possible. Wet your hands before handling fish and avoid excessive handling.
Do not pass them around for photos and hold fish firmly to avoid dropping them. Never
put fingers in the gills or eyes.”

FISHING FORECAST

Yasger said that paddlefish snagging is dependent on weather conditions, primarily water
temperature and flow.

“Paddlefish are easiest to catch when they swim upstream and congregate below dams in
response to warm spring rains,” Yasger explained. “The best snagging conditions occur
when water temperature reaches 50 to 55 degrees and there is an increase in water flow.
This prompts them to move upstream to spawn.”

She added that paddlefish season often gets off to a slow start.

“We don’t usually see a lot of big fish being caught on opening day,” Yasger said.
“Harvest early in the season is typically dominated by local fish and small males with the
occasional large female. As water temperature and flow increase, you will start seeing
more of the larger females.”

However this year’s peak action could be delayed by unusually cold winter weather.

“The extremely cold weather we experienced in February is still being felt in stream



temperatures,” she explained. “A spell of unusually warm, sunny weather could speed
things up a little.”

Yasger added that MDC released an especially large number of fingerlings into Lake of
the Ozarks, Truman Lake, and Table Rock Lake in 2008. The more than 164,000
fingerlings released are now eight years old and should start providing good numbers of
fish for snaggers to harvest.

Learn more about Missouri’s official aquatic animal and get weekly snagging reports and
advisories from MDC online at mdc.mo.gov/node/5399.
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Jaycees to Host 2nd Annual Bed Races in Downtown Dexter

Dexter, Missouri – The Crowley Ridge Jaycees will host the 2nd Annual Bed
Races in downtown Dexter on Saturday, March 14, 2015.

The Jaycees hosted the annual event until 1985 and decided last year to bring it
back.

Prizes for Fastest Team and Best in Show will be presented.  Applicants must be
18 years of age or older.  Beds must include a mattress (not a pad).  Teams must
consist of 5 members (one rider and four pushers).  Safety equipment is highly
suggested.

There will also be booths available for local businesses, crafters, and concessions to rent
for the exciting racing day. Aside from the shopping and great food held downtown, there
will also be a 50/50 Raffle being held throughout the day.

The Crowley Ridge Jaycees and SoutheastHEALTH of Stoddard County sponsor
this event.  Entry fee is $30 per team and if you would like a vendor booth the fee
is also $30.  Make checks payable to Crowley Ridge Jaycees.  Contact them by
email for more information at crjaycees@gmail.com.

Follow them on Facebook by clicking HERE!
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