Community

TOP

4th Annual Larry B. Jones H.O.P.E. Campaign!

4th Annual Larry B. Jones H.O.P.E. Campaign!

Bloomfield, Missouri - It's that time again! We're excited about the 4th annual
Larry B. Jones H.O.P.E. Campaign fundraiser!

In memory of our dad, in honor of our mother, and for all who’ve battled cancer
themselves or have fought alongside a family member or friend! This is our way
of giving back! We celebrate H.O.P.E. ~ Healing, Optimism, Prayer and Example!

Since March of 2011, our charity has raised nearly $40,000 for area cancer
warriors and individuals faced with life-threatening illness.

The H.O.P.E. Campaign is a division of 18 FORE Life, a 501(c)(3) charity, with a
shared mission of benefiting area cancer warriors and individuals faced with life-
threatening illness.

To date, 18 FORE Life has sent out over $1,212,000.00 in love offerings to
families all over Southeast Missouri. The generous donations and support to the
charity have truly made a difference. But, there’s “more work to do!”

We're selling t-shirts this year. They are available for order now through
February 20, 2015!

The H.O.P.E. Campaign is also hosting a fish fry in Bloomfield on March 20,
2015! Pre-selling fish fry tickets 2-6-15 through 3-17-15!
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Thank you for your support!

You may e-mail us with questions at: larrybjoneshopecampaign@yahoo.com,
Call us at: 314-402-7777 or find us on Facebook!

We thank you very much for your continued support,

Kathy Jones, Lora Galati, Kyle Jones and the entire family of Larry B. Jones
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Dexter, Missouri — It's that time of the year when 10 Pins for Ben will make its
debut at the Dexter Bowling Center!

You will have an awesome time supporting a great fundraiser. This event is
sponsored by the Ben Kruse 18 FORE Life organization.

Scott and Keri Kruse of Dexter along with a host of friends created 18 FORE Life
and this year they plan to pass the one million dollar mark in love offerings to area
cancer patients.

“We never could have dreamed this up,” says Scott. He and his wife spend
numerous hours with volunteers throughout the area coordinating the efforts of
this wonderful charity.

10 Pins for Ben is slated for Saturday, January 315, SuperBOWL Saturday! All
proceeds go to St. Jude and since 2007 they have sent over $56,000! WOW!

Kid’s Bowl will be from 10:00 a.m. — Noon and a free t-shirt will be given to each
participant. It's all you can bowl for any donation! Last year this awesome group
of kids raised $1,500!

Adult bowling will begin at noon and run until 2:30 p.m. It’s just $60 per bowler or
$300 for 5-person team. Wear your favorite t-shirt or costume and have tons of
fun! T-shirts and prizes will be given as well.

Contact Scott Kruse at 573-624-8751 or email your reservation to
s10k102002@yahoo.com.
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Dexter, Missouri - The Elk's Lodge in Dexter hosted their annual American Essay
contest for third, fourth, and fifth grade students.

The topic "What the Pledge of Allegiance Meansto Me" is an ongoing event held each
year. The top three winners will on to the next level of judging at the district and then on
to the state level.

First place was Bailey Whitaker Second place was Tucker Kyle and third place went to
Kayleigh Gibson
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Dexter, Missouri — The Stoddard County Star Banner 4-H group will host a Trivia
Night and Silent Auction at the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Dexter.

The event will take place Friday, January 23, 2015 with doors open at 6:00 p.m.
and trivia beginning at 6:30 p.m. Cash prizes will be awarded to the top thre
teams!

“These kids have been helping 18Fore Life and Wreaths Across America for
several years now as well as other organizations within our community,”
commented Monie Brehmer, 4-H Youth Program Assistant for Stoddard County.
‘They don't ask for recognition, but they do it because they are the most
kindhearted, generous kids you will ever meet. | am so proud of this group and
want to help them as much as | can to make this a successful event for them.”

The cost is $10 per person and there will be eight participants per table. Drinks
and snacks are provided.

All proceeds will be donated to the 18Fore Life, UCAN and Wreaths Across
America.

For more information call 624-2361 or email mbrehmer@wildblue.net.
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Thad Powell Chosen as January Student of the Month

Bernie, Missouri - Thad Powell has been selected as Bernie Parents as Teachers Student
of the Month for January.

Thad isthe eight and a half month old child of Brandon and Lydia Powell.

Recently Thad has been pulling up on anything he can and he really enjoys knocking
down towers that his parents have built for him.

Thad aso enjoys eating and his favorite foods are fruit. During his PAT visits, Thad
enjoys playing iwth the different colored and textured balls Mrs. Williams brings for him.
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If you would like to know more about Parents as Teachers contact Courtney
McGarity or Paige Williams at 573-293-5335, ext 293 or find them on Facebook
by clicking HERE.

The following information was taken directly from the Parent as Teachers
Missouri website. For more information click HERE.

Our Vision
All children will learn, grow and develop to realize their full potential.

Our Mission
To provide the information, support and encouragement parents need to help
their children develop optimally during the crucial early years of life.

Our Values
The early years of a child's life are critical for optimal development and provide
the foundation for success in school and in life.

Parents are their children's first and most influential teachers.
Established and emerging research should be the foundation of parent education
and family support curricula, training, materials and services.

All young children and their families deserve the same opportunities to succeed,
regardless of any demographic, geographic or economic considerations.

An understanding and appreciation of the history and traditions of diverse cultures
is essential in serving families.

History
In 1981, Missouri pioneered the concept of helping parents embrace their

important role as their child’s first and best teacher. Today, Parents as Teachers
continues to equip early childhood organizations and professionals with
information and tools that are relevant—and widely applicable—to today’s
parents, families and children.

The Parents as Teachers leadership team and Board of Directors is engaged in a
three-year strategic plan, which positions the organization as a valued partner to
support the organizations and professionals who serve families and children,
especially those most vulnerable.
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The concept for Parents as Teachers was developed in the 1970s when Missouri
educators noted that children were beginning kindergarten with varying levels of
school readiness. Research showed that greater parent involvement is a critical
link in the child's development of learning skills, including reading and writing.

Early childhood professionals suggested that a program to provide early detection
of developmental delays and health issues, and parent education to help parents
understand their role in encouraging their child's development from the beginning
could help improve school readiness and parent involvement.

With funding from the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education and The Danforth Foundation, Parents as Teachers began in 1981 in
Missouri as a pilot project for first-time parents of newborns. Recognizing the
program's benefits and cost effectiveness, the Missouri legislature provided state
funding in 1985 to implement Parents as Teachers programs in all Missouri
school districts. Since 1985, Parents as Teachers has expanded to all 50 states
and six other countries.
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