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MoDOT Asks Motorists to Rate Missouri's Rest Areas

Jefferson City, Missouri - For many motorists, the rest areas and welcome centers found
along Missouri's highways can be a welcome sight during a long drive. Whether you need
to stretch your legs, walk the dog, or use the facilities, Missouri's rest areas are there for
all travelers' convenience and safety.

The Missouri Department of Transportation wants to make sure all eight welcome centers,
15 rest areas, and 22 truck-only parking sites are clean, safe, and accessible, and they are
asking travelers for their input when they stop at these facilities.

"We know thousands of people stop at Missouri's rest areas every day, and we do our best
to make sure the sites provide customers with a good experience," said David Belanger,
MoDOT's general services manager. "If you stop at any of Missouri's rest areas, welcome
centers, or truck-only sites, we would like your feedback on your experience and what we
could do to make it better."

Historically, MoDOT has asked rest area visitors to rate their satisfaction on the various
amenities of the rest areas through an online survey. Now that feedback can occur
instantly, as the department has installed posters at each location with QR codes that will
take smart phone users directly to the online survey. Snapping the QR code with your
smartphone camera will allow you to submit your comments quickly and easily. The
posters are located at all Missouri rest areas, welcome centers and truck-only parking.
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Opening Weekend Deer Harvest Tops 91,000

Firearms Opening Weekend Deer Harvest Tops 91,000,
 up by 30,000 from 2013

Top Harvest Counties were Franklin, Howell, and Callaway!

Jefferson City, Missouri - The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) reports that
hunters checked 91,460 deer during the opening weekend of the 2014 November Portion
of Firearms Deer Season this past weekend. Top harvest counties for the opening
weekend were Franklin with 1,839 deer checked, Howell with 1,793, and Callaway with
1,791.

Last year's firearms opening weekend deer harvest was 61,446. Other recent prior-year
harvest totals for firearms opening weekend were: 2012: 69,614; 2011: 89,728, 2010:
97,856, and 2009: 86,202.

For 2014 harvest totals by hunting portion and county, visit mdc.mo.gov/node/29442.

MDC also reports that there were three deer-hunting incidents over the weekend with two
being fatal. One fatality was in Ste. Genevieve County where a heater in a hunting blind
exploded, killing the hunter. The second involved a fall from a tree stand in Crawford
County. A third non-fatal incident involved a hunter in Phelps County shooting himself in
the leg while loading his rifle.

Shown in the photos is Owen Flowers of Dexter, Missouri with his 8 pt buck he killed
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during bow season.
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Beat Black Friday Blues with Nature Shop Buys

Cape Girardeau, Missouri - Are you dreading the crowds and conundrums of holiday
shopping? Kick off your shoes, fire up the laptop or tablet, and take care of Christmas
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shopping with nature-themed gifts online.

The Missouri Department of Conservation’s Nature Shop (mdcnatureshop.com) makes
shopping for outdoorsy friends and family a breeze. The site even has a gift registry
where you can leave hints about what you would like to find under the tree on Dec. 25. If
you prefer not to buy online, you can call 877-521-8632. Conservation Heritage Card
holders get a 15-percent discount. Mail, phone, and online orders are subject to sales tax
and shipping and handling fees.

If you like to see and touch items before buying, or if you need an excuse to get out and
about, visit one of the brick-and-mortar Nature Shop outlets at Conservation Department
nature centers in Kirkwood, Cape Girardeau, Springfield, Kansas City, Blue Springs, and
Jefferson City. They offer a surprising array of reasonably priced gifts, from butterfly
pendants and bird calls to field guides and children’s binoculars.

The Nature Shop’s newest item is Waterfowl Hunting and Wetland Conservation in
Missouri – A Model of Collaboration.  This coffee-table book is an exhaustive
compendium of every aspect of waterfowl conservation and hunting in Missouri. It is a
sure hit for anyone who is intrigued with the history of decoys and calls, legendary duck
hunters and retrievers, waterfowl art and the lore of private duck clubs. Copies of the 480-
page book, illustrated with hundreds of historic photos, art and contemporary
photography, are available for $40. Proceeds from sales of Waterfowl Hunting and
Wetland Conservation in Missouri will be dedicated to wetland and waterfowl
conservation.

One perennial favorite gift is the Natural Events Calendar, with 12 months of daily notes
about everything from meteor showers to the hatching of bald eagle eggs. At $7 each, it’s
the gift that keeps giving all year long.

Foodies on your holiday shopping list will love the book Cooking Wild in Missouri, a
collection of recipes that incorporate wild fish, game, nuts, berries, and mushrooms. It has
everything from creamed morels and pawpaw gelato to blackberry cordial. More
adventurous cooks might want to try catfish tacos or venison moussaka. This lavishly
illustrated book sells for just $15.

For the paddlers on your list, there is the newly updated Paddler’s Guide to Missouri ($8).
This 94-page book lists access and take-out points, landmarks, and other features of 58
streams in every corner of the state.



Hunting, fishing, and trapping permits are additional gift possibilities. At $19, a Resident
Small-Game Hunting and Fishing Permit provides a full year of outdoor fun. Giving a
Nonresident Small-Game Hunting Permit ($80) or a Nonresident Fishing Permit ($42)
encourages out-of-state family members to come home more often.  Permits bought on
Dec. 1 or later are good from the date of purchase through the following permit year,
which ends on the last day of February. So recipients get 15 months of use out of them.

The Apprentice Hunter Authorization ($10) is an affordable gift that can create memories
for a lifetime. This item is not a permit, but rather an authorization to buy hunting permits
without first completing hunter education. This is made to order if you have a friend or
relative who is intrigued by the idea of hunting but doesn’t want to invest time in hunter
education to satisfy his or her curiosity. Not only will they get to experience your favorite
outdoor pastime, you will share the experience, since hunters using the authorization must
hunt with you or another hunter education-certified mentor.

The ultimate hunting/fishing gift is a Resident Lifetime Conservation Partner Permit. This
entitles the holder to the privileges associated with a Resident Hunting and Fishing
Permit, Trout Permit, Migratory Bird Hunting Permit, and Conservation Order Permit for
life. The price varies from $70 to $800, depending on the recipient’s age. Resident
Lifetime Fishing Permits also are available.

Regular permits are available from vendors statewide or online at mdc.mo.gov/node/9258.
Lifetime permits are available at mdc.mo.gov/8849, or by calling 573-522-4115, ext.
3574.

Friends and family who work to improve their land for wildlife will appreciate tree and
shrub seedlings from the George O. White State Forest Nursery. It has dozens of species,
including decorative trees and shrubs like the flowering dogwood and redbud as well as a
wide variety of oaks, evergreens, and other forest mainstays. For prices and ordering
information, visit mdc.mo.gov/node/3328, or call 573-674-3229. The nursery accepts
orders through April. However, many tree and shrub species sell out before then. Orders
are shipped starting in February.
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Winter Weather Awareness Day Focuses on Preparation

Winter Weather Awareness Day is November 19th.
Focuses on Preparing NOW for Severe Winter Weather

Missourians encouraged consider and prepare for all winter weather hazards when
making their plans!

This week’s frigid temperatures and forecasts calling for accumulating snow are excellent
reminders that it’s time for Missourians to think about and prepare for winter weather.
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When winter does arrive, it will bring an assortment of potentially dangerous conditions
for which Missourians should be ready to deal with. That’s why the National Weather
Service has set Nov. 19 as Winter Weather Awareness Day.
 
“Missourians should always be mindful of the dangers associated with severe winter
weather and be prepared for driving on snow and ice-covered roads, losing power and
heat at home, and understanding frostbite and hypothermia,” said Ron Walker, director of
the State Emergency Management Agency.
 
Winter Weather Awareness Day is sponsored by the National Weather Service, along
with the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, the State Emergency
Management Agency and Missouri’s emergency management directors.
 
Here are some of the winter storm preparations Missourians should make:

·         Create a family emergency plan and an emergency kit. These kits should include
bottled water, canned and dry foods, battery-powered radio, flashlights, extra batteries,
manual can opener and a first-aid kit.
·         Assemble a separate vehicle winter emergency kit. Include a blanket, radio with
spare batteries, snacks or energy-type food, jumper cables, flares, shovel and sand or
shingles to give tires traction.
·         Make sure alternate heat and power sources, such as fireplaces, woodstoves, oil
heaters and generators function properly, are safely operated and that adequate fuel is on
hand. Carbon monoxide detectors should be properly installed throughout the home. Only
operate generators outdoors.
·         Avoid driving when conditions include sleet, freezing rain or drizzle, snow or dense
fog. If travel is necessary, make sure an emergency kit is in the vehicle, that cell phones
are charged and important emergency numbers are saved for fast dialing in an emergency.
If your vehicle breaks down or slides off the road, stay with your vehicle and call for help.
·         Protect against frostbite and hypothermia by wearing warm, loose-fitting,
lightweight clothing in several layers. Stay indoors, if possible.
 
People should also be aware of the weather forecast and understand the different terms the
National Weather Service uses when issuing weather advisories:
 
·         Winter Storm Watch indicates that severe winter weather may affect your area
within 12-48 hours.
·         Winter Storm Warning indicates severe winter weather is in the area or expected
immediately and can be life threatening.



·         Ice Storm Warnings are issued for ice accumulations of a quarter-inch or more.
 
Additional information about winter weather and preparedness tips can be found at the
following websites:
 
·         National Weather Service - St. Louis Winter Weather Awareness Page:
www.crh.noaa.gov/lsx/?n=winterday

SEMA: www.sema.dps.mo.gov (Click on "Severe Winter Weather" in the "Plan and
Prepare" section.)

Missouri Dept. of Transportation's Travel Information Map: www.modot.mo.gov

Missouri Ready in 3 Program's Weather Preparedness Page:
http://health.mo.gov/emergencies/readyin3/weather.php

Missouri Ready in 3 Program also provides free family safety guides to help prepare your
family and household:
http://health.mo.gov/emergencies/readyin3/pdf/familyguideenglish.pdf, or call (573)
526-4768 to order a free family safety guide. The family safety guide is available in
several languages.
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Presidential Proclamation - Veterans Day 2014

By order of the President of the United States, the United States flag at all State and
government offices will be flown at full-staff, from sunrise to sunset on Tuesday,

November 11, 2014, in observance of Veteran's day.

VETERANS DAY, 2014
 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
 
A PROCLAMATION

Since the birth of our Nation, American patriots have stepped forward to serve our
country and defend our way of life.  With honor and distinction, generations of
servicemen and women have taken up arms to win our independence, preserve our Union,
and secure our freedom.  From the Minutemen to our Post-9/11 Generation, these heroes
have put their lives on the line so that we might live in a world that is safer, freer, and
more just, and we owe them a profound debt of gratitude.  On Veterans Day, we salute the
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen who have rendered the highest
service any American can offer, and we rededicate ourselves to fulfilling our commitment
to all those who serve in our name.

Today, we are reminded of our solemn obligation:  to serve our veterans as well as they
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have served us.  As we continue our responsible drawdown from the war in Afghanistan
and more members of our military return to civilian life, we must support their transition
and make sure they have access to the resources and benefits they have earned.  My
Administration is working to end the tragedy of homelessness among our veterans, and
we are committed to providing them with quality health care, access to education, and the
tools they need to find a rewarding career.  As a Nation, we must ensure that every
veteran has the chance to share in the opportunity he or she has helped to defend.  Those
who have served in our Armed Forces have the experience, skills, and dedication
necessary to achieve success as members of our civilian workforce, and it is critical that
we harness their talent.
 
Across our country, veterans who fought to protect our democracy around the globe are
strengthening it here at home. Once leaders in the Armed Forces, they are now pioneers of
industry and pillars of their communities.  Their character reflects our enduring American
spirit, and in their example, we find inspiration and strength.
 
This day, and every day, we pay tribute to America's sons and daughters who have
answered our country's call.  We recognize the sacrifice of those who have been part of
the finest fighting force the world has ever known and the loved ones who stand beside
them.  We will never forget the heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice and all those who
have not yet returned home.  As a grateful Nation, let us show our appreciation by
honoring all our veterans and working to ensure the promise of America is within the
reach of all who have protected it.
 
With respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service members have made
to the cause of peace and freedom around the world, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C.
6103(a)) that November 11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to
honor our Nation's veterans.
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim November 11, 2014, as Veterans Day.  I encourage all Americans to
recognize the valor and sacrifice of our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies
and private prayers.  I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of the
United States and to participate in patriotic activities in their communities. I call on all
Americans, including civic and fraternal organizations, places of worship, schools, and
communities to support this day with commemorative expressions and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States



of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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