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Response Missions
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MO National Guard Showcases State Emergency Response Missions

Submitted by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Writer

Jefferson City, Missouri - The Missouri National Guard has released an
updated version of its state emergency mission history to include missions from
2013 and additional information on the Guard's 7th Civil Support Team.

The 45-page document that covers the Missouri National Guard and its militia
predecessors' role in state emergency response efforts dating back to 1808, said
Maj. Alan Brown, the Missouri National Guard's command historian. 

"The National Guard is the only military component that has a dual state and
federal mission," Brown said. "Historically, we've done a great job of recording our
overseas deployments. As Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen, it's equally important that
we record and remember what we do at home, too."

Originally released April 2013, the collection is a living document that is updated
annually as the Missouri National Guard continues to answer the call to state
service, Brown said.

The Missouri National Guard's rich history as a state response force dates back
to August 1808, when Pierre Chouteau first organized a troop of cavalry at Yosti's
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Tavern in Saint Louis. Since then, the Missouri Militia, later the Missouri National
Guard has answered the call of both the president and the governor in national
defense as well as in times of emergency.

Missouri, located just east of tornado alley, containing two mighty rivers, resting
on a 125 mile seismic fault line, and prone to bitterly cold and icy winters is no
stranger to emergency response. When situations arise that stretch the ability of
civilian response the Missouri National Guard is called upon by the governor to
bring stability to affected regions. From reinforcing levies and removing debris to
running traffic control points to performing radiation monitoring at the World
Series, the Missouri National Guard is an effective and adaptable force that has
remained 'Always Ready, Always There' for more than 200 years.

The state emergency duty/ active duty document alongside another document,
the Missouri Global War on Terrorism report, highlights the National Guard's dual
mission.

"As word gets out about our effort to catalogue our overseas and domestic
deployments, our units are sharing more of their history," Brown said. "Our hope
is that this will continue so our children and grandchildren know exactly what this
generation of Soldiers and Airmen sacrificed for their state and nation."

The Missouri National Guard state emergency mission report can be found by
visiting MoGuard.com, clicking on the "Veteran/Retiree" tab and clicking on
"Museum of Missouri Military History."

For more information about the Missouri National Guard, please visit
www.moguard.com and our social media sites:
www.facebook.com/Missouri.National.Guard; www.twitter.com/Missouri_NG;
www.youtube.com/MoNationalGuard; www.myspace.com/missouri_ng;
www.flickr.com/photos/missouriguard; www.moguard.com/blog;
www.pinterest.com/monationalguard/
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Trevor Waldner Joins the Military

Written by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Writer

Dexter, Missouri - Everyone who joins the military has one thing in common,
they must swear in by repeating the enlisted Oath.  The Oath is something that
every service member must promise and adhere to for his/her entire military
career.  Once you have taken the Oath you have chosen to defend our Country.

On Monday, January 20, 2014, Trevor Waldner, Dexter Senior High School
student was sworn into the Army by General Mark Stammer who also has the
distinguished honor of being Trevor’s godfather.

After graduation in May, Trevor will travel to Fort Benning, Georgia in the Fall of
2014 to begin his military career. 

Congratulations Trevor!  We are very proud of you and thank you for choosing to
defend our country and our freedoms!
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FREE Tax Returns at Cox Corner Beginning Feb. 3rd

Written by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Writer

Dexter, Missouri - It's tax season already!  The University of Missouri Extension Service
knows how difficult it can be to weed through all the new tax laws and file your returns. 
They are working with the IRS to assist you with your tax return.
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Beginning on Monday, February 3rd, 2014 two volunteer preparers, Earl Young and Jack
Norman and several greater volunteers will utilize the IRS approved software to complete
your tax return FREE of charge.

All returns will be E-filed the day they are prepared.  The objective of the program is to
assist as many people as possible with completing both the Federal and State tax returns.

The audience they are focusing on are those individuals or couples having incomes of
$52,000 or less regardless of age and anyone who is 60 or older may participate.

Volunteers will be available at Cox Corner located at 529 N. Walnut Street in Dexter
every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

No appointments are necessary as returns will be completed on a first come first serve
basis.
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National Amber Alert Awareness Day 2014

Submitted by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Writer

United States - Today is January 13, 2014.  It is National Amber Alert Awareness Day.
Although we see AMBER Alerts on the news from time to time, it is important to be kept
up to date so that children can be located immediately. After all, there is strength in
numbers. Just this past weekend an Amber Alert was issued for a child in Anderson
Missouri and found In Florida safe and unharmed.

AMBER Alert stands for America’s Missing: Broadcasting Emergency Response. It was
first founded eighteen years ago on January 13th after Amber Hagerman was abducted in
Arlington, Texas. After Hagerman’s abduction, her father soon figured out that media
could play an incredibly large part in finding missing children. The Dallas police agreed
with this idea and it sparked a revolution across the nation, officially creating the AMBER
Alert System in 1996.

Back then, alerts were only sent through radio stations and local television stations, along
with some local newspapers. Technology has quickly advanced and now AMBER Alerts
are able to be sent to cell phones, televisions, faxes, emails, and are often shown on the
national news channels.

Nearly 800,000 children under the age of eighteen go missing every year in the United
States (that’s 2,185 children nearly every day). With a network of more than twenty
AMBER Alert Plans across the nation, almost six hundred children have been safely
recovered through the AMBER Alert Program.

The state of Missouri started using the AMBERT Alert system in 2002 and has had nearly
fifty children recovered by the use of it. Missouri’s highway patrolmen along with MoDot
play an incredibly large part in locating victims that are originally from Missouri or that
are passing through.

Broadcasters, wireless cell phone companies, transportation agencies, and law-
enforcement officials willingly work together to locate missing children. The whole idea
of AMBER Alerts is to spread the word and have people working together as a



community. With hundreds or thousands of people working together for one ultimate
cause, the missing child’s chances of being found increase phenomenally. Law
enforcement officials that have worked with AMBER Alerts before often say, “The more
eyes, the better.”

With today’s technology at our very own fingertips, we can play a large part in finding
abducted children. Due to the Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) Program, you are able to
register to receive text messages or emails about local kidnappings or disappearances of
small children. If you are not in an area that allows you to use the WEA Program,
AMBER Alerts are used often on Facebook, AOL, Yahoo, and Google.

Although the AMBER Alert System resulted from a terrible tragedy many years ago, it
has created a nationwide network of people, media, and law enforcers so that future
abductions can be prevented or quickly put to a stop. For more information on victims,
reports, history, or national or local alerts, you can visit www.amberalert.gov or
www.missingkids.com.
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Wreaths Across America

Written by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Writer

Bloomfield, Missouri – Saturday morning every grave at the Missouri State
Veterans Cemetery in Bloomfield will have a wreath.  For six years, people,
businesses, and churches in Stoddard County have contributed money to make
sure each and every gravesite will have a beautiful wreath.

Tomorrow morning beginning at 11:00 a.m. more than 2,000 wreaths will arrive
and be placed on the graves.  You can participate! 

Ken Swearengin, director of the Veterans Cemetery said, “Wreaths Across
America will have Randy Dunn as master of ceremonies while ceremonial
wreaths for each branch of the military will be placed as memorials.  Army,
Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard, Navy, Merchant Marines and POW/MIA
veterans will be honored for their sacrifice.”

Wreath Across America is a non-profit organization and formed as an extension
of the Arlington Wreath Project.  Arlington will conduct their ceremonies at the
same time as Bloomfield.

No matter the weather tomorrow, rain, sleet or snow the wreaths will be placed on
veterans’ graves.   It will be a powerful image: a veteran’s headstone and an
evergreen wreath wrapped in red ribbon.  It’s an honor to participate.  It’s a time
of remembrance and a kind gesture of gratitude.

Please come out and honor those who have given so much.  The public is
encouraged to attend the ceremony beginning at 11:00 a.m.
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