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Genesis 3:14-19 NKJV
(14)  So the LORD God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, You are cursed
more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go,
And you shall eat dust All the days of your life.
(15)  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."
(16)  To the woman He said: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In
pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall
rule over you."
(17)  Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is
the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.
(18)  Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the
field.
(19)  In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of
it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return."
 
Christians tend to categorize sins, rating some as small and inconsequential, but others as
huge and far-reaching in the damage they cause. In reality, no one sins in isolation. Each
disobedience to God affects not only the sinner but also countless others in both the
present and the future.
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If we were to separate Adam and Eve's sin from its context, few of us would convict them
of great transgression. All they did was swallow some fruit from a tree with a "do not eat"
sign. Today people think nothing of ignoring commands—even biblical ones.

But God has a totally different view of our sins. Each one is followed by negative
consequences. Adam and Eve's disobedience led to pain and frustration in two basic areas
of fulfillment—relationships and meaningful work. The whole earth fell under sin's curse,
and every person born since then has entered the world with a sin nature that alienates
each one from the Lord.

That first rebellion plunged humanity into a terrible condition. Civilization is now plagued
by countless ramifications of the innumerable sins committed by human beings
throughout the ages. Is it any wonder the world is in such sad shape? Sin not only causes
suffering; it robs us of God's best. The Garden of Eden is closed and locked to sinful
mankind.

The good news of Christ's grace and forgiveness is our only real hope in this fallen world.
Though unpleasant, focusing on sin's consequences is necessary at times to remind us of
the greatness of our salvation and to move us to obey God, even in the small things. Each
obedience is huge to Him.
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