
Political Blogs

Previous 5Get Next 5

TOP

Gov. Jay Nixon Signs Bill to Expand Gun Rights
JULY 12TH 2013 BY DEE LOFLIN

Gov. Jay Nixon Signs Bill to Expand Gun Rights

Submitted by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Writer

Jefferson City, Missouri - Gov. Jay Nixon has signed House Bill 533 to
expand gun rights in the state of Missouri.

House Bill 533 allows a state employee to keep a firearm in his or her vehicle
while on property owned or leased by the state, allows a fire chief to carry a
concealed firearm, and expresses the General Assembly's support of responsible
gun ownership.

"As a gun owner and hunter, I support the Second Amendment rights of
Missourians and oppose efforts to undermine them," Gov. Nixon said. "That is
why, as Governor, I have enacted legislation to expand gun rights, including bills
to strengthen the Castle Doctrine and to allow more Missourians to carry
concealed weapons. House Bill 533 is a sensible expansion of Missouri's already
strong protections for gun owners."

The Governor has consistently signed bills expanding the rights of gun owners in
Missouri. In 2012, Gov. Nixon signed legislation to lower the right-to-carry age for
active duty military stationed in Missouri from 21 to 18. A bill signed by the
Governor in 2011 lowered the age at which Missourians' can obtain a conceal
carry endorsement from 23 to 21 and allowed elected officials and staff with
concealed carry permits to carry firearms in the Missouri State Capitol. In 2010,
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he signed bills to expand the scope of the "Castle Doctrine" to include the
protection of unborn children and allowing small business owners and farmers to
use deadly force on property they own or lease without having a duty to retreat. 

In 2008, then-Attorney General Nixon was among the first attorneys general in
the nation to file a brief with the U.S. Supreme Court urging it to strike down the
Washington, DC gun ban and adopt the position that the Second Amendment
guarantees an individual right to keep and bear arms. He also defended
Missouri's conceal carry law before the Missouri Supreme Court and obtained
reciprocity agreements from other states to recognize Missouri's conceal carry
permits, making Missouri's endorsement the most widely recognized in the nation.
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