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Upcoming Events at Sam A. Baker

Submitted by

Beth Farrah, SMT Writer

Jefferson City, Missouri — The public is invited to enjoy the entertaining sounds of
bluegrass music on May 25 at Sam A. Baker State Park near Patterson. Sponsored by
Missouri State Parks, the program will be held at 7 p.m. in the park’s amphitheater.

Whitewater is an upbeat bluegrass band that plays old traditional and new bluegrass
music. The concert, which is free and open to the public, will feature great music, fun
company and a little comedy just for grins. Seating is limited so lawn chairs or blankets
are encouraged.

Sam A. Baker State Park is located four miles north of Patterson on Highway 143 in
Wayne County. For more information on the event or to register, call the park at 573-856-
4411. For more information about Missouri state parks and historic sites, visit
mostateparks.com. Missouri State Parks is a division of the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources.

Aside from the new and upcoming Whitewater Bluegrass concert next Saturday, the park
is now offering a variety of nature hikes. This event also takes place on next Saturday,
where visitors will be able to join a park naturalist on May 25 for a two-mile hike to the
fire tower on Mudlick Mountain at Sam A. Baker State Park near Patterson. Sponsored by
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Missouri State Parks, the hike will begin at 9 a.m. It is free and open to the public.

Participants will have the opportunity to enjoy spring with this with a relaxing hike to the
fire tower. Built in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corp, the tower sits at the top
of Mudlick Mountain, at 1,313 feet elevation. The hike is moderate and steep in some
places so hikers should wear sturdy, closed-toed shoes and bring plenty of water and
snacks. Participants should meet in front of the park’s Visitor Center.

Sam A. Baker State Park is located four miles north of Patterson on Highway 143 in
Wayne County. For more information on the event or to register, call the park at 573-856-
4411. For more information about Missouri state parks and historic sites, visit
mostateparks.com. Missouri State Parks is a division of the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources.
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Dexter Parks & Recreation Office Notice

Dexter, Missouri – The Dexter Parks and Recreation Office will be closed next Friday,
May 24th, and will reopen at the brand new facility located at 500 Fairground Drive on
Tuesday, May 28th.
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Lauren Thrower to Sing at Dhafer's Downtown Dexter

Written by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Writer

Dexter, Missouri – If you have family in town for graduation and youwould like a
delicious meal and an opportunity to listen to a fantastic young lady sing, you must check
out Dhafer’s Mediterranean Steak House in downtown Dexter. 

Saturday, May 18th from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Miss Lauren Thrower will be singing a
variety of music including pop, country, classic rock favorites, jazz/blues and of course
her very own music form her CD. 

Lauren is competing in Mexico, Missouri for Miss Missouri Outstanding Teen on June 7th

and you just may get the opportunity to hear her talent competition song. 

“I am very excited to have the opportunity to sing,” stated Lauren.  “Any chance I get to
practice and sing in front of people, is good.  I will have upcoming performances in
Branson on June 1st and 2nd that I am preparing for."

Congratulations Lauren and good luck in Mexico!

Dhafer’s is located at  117 S. Locust St. in downtown Dexter, Missouri.
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Memorial Service for Missouri's Fallen Firefighters

Submitted by

Beth Farrah, SMT Writer

Jefferson City, Missouri – Fallen Missouri firefighters will be honored this weekend
during two services at the Fire Fighters Memorial of Missouri in Kingdom City.

On Saturday, May 18, at 9 p.m., a candlelight vigil will be held for all Missouri
firefighters who have died while serving their communities.

On Sunday, May 19, at 10:30 a.m., the names of three Missouri firefighters who died in
the line of duty in 2012 will be added to the monument wall commemorating Missouri
firefighters who made the ultimate sacrifice while protecting citizens of the state. Forty
other Missouri firefighters who have passed away during 2012 will also be remembered
during the ceremonies. 

“Every day, Missouri’s career and volunteer firefighters demonstrate their dedication to
their communities by selflessly running to danger as their fellow citizens run from danger
to safety,” Gov. Jay Nixon said. “It is important that we remember, recognize and honor
the courageous service of those who in acting to protect others made the ultimate
sacrifice.”

“The brave men and women of the fire service risk their lives each time they answer the
alarm bell,” said Missouri State Fire Marshal Randy Cole. “We remember those who
did not return from their final call, and we extend our thanks and support to the families
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they left behind.”

The firefighters whose names will be added to the Fire Fighters Line of Duty Memorial
Wall are:

·Senior Firefighter/Paramedic Doug Haase Sr., age 60, St. Charles Fire Department,
Feb. 1, 2012. Firefighter Haase experienced a medical emergency shortly after returning
from an emergency call. He had been in the fire service for 27 years.

·Fire Chief Eddy Wayne Meador, age 54, Pattonsburg Fire and Rescue Protection
District, Dec. 8, 2012. 
Chief Meador passed away at his home from a medical emergency after responding to
several emergency incidents that day. He had been in the fire service for 35 years.
·Firefighter Jeffrey Hudson, age 46, St. Louis Fire Department, Dec. 12, 2012.
Firefighter Hudson suffered a fatal medical emergency while on duty at the firehouse. He
had been in the fire service for 18 years.

Both events will take place at the Fire Fighters Memorial of Missouri, which is located
one block northwest of the I-70 & U.S. Highway 54 intersection (I-70 Exit 148) in
Kingdom City, Mo. There are plans to build a firefighters museum on the site. Donations
to the Firefighters Memorial Foundation and the Fire Fighters Association of Missouri
can be made to support the memorial.
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Demolition Derby Held at the Stoddard County Fairgrounds

Written by

Beth Farrah, SMT Writer

Dexter, Missouri – The countdown to the Demolition Derby held at the Stoddard County
Fair Grounds has begun. This exciting, adrenaline-pumping event will take place on
Saturday, May 18th. The derby is sponsored by the Stoddard County Fair Board and the
members of the board will be working hard so that everything runs smoothly for this
upcoming Saturday.

The fair grounds will most likely be filled with quite a big crowd, since the Demolition
Derby will take place no matter what the weather is doing this weekend. The first place
winner of the derby will take home the grand prize of $1200, the second place winner will
earn $750, the third place winner will receive $400, the fourth place winner will get $200,
and the final fifth place winner will receive $100. The awards given out will also include
the Mad Dog Awards.  

Compact cars that participate in this event will be held between cancellation and final
heats for 100% payback. Same rules apply to the compact cars as they do for the full size
derby cars that will be participating except for a few alterations. A full list of the rules and
regulations for derby cars, compact cars, and participants can be viewed at
www.stoddardcountyfair.com.

If you would like to attend the Demolition Derby on Saturday, the grandstand fee for the
adults is $8 while the fee for children (ages six through twelve) will be $5. Children that
are five years old or younger will be let in for free. Pit passes are currently available and if
you wish to purchase these passes for $15, you must be sixteen years old or older.

Keep in mind that there will be no alcohol allowed at this event. It is meant to be fun,
safe, and entertaining. All participants are expected to read and follow all rules and
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guidelines before participating in the derby. The Demolition Derby will take place at
7p.m. on Saturday, May 18th at the Stoddard County Fair Grounds in Dexter. The event is
made to continue on schedule, whether it decides to rain or shine. The gates will open at
4:30pm but the derby will not officially start until 7pm.

To print out fliers, see the rules or regulations, or ask questions you have about the rules,
you can visit the Stoddard County Fair website or contact Stoddard County Fair Board
Members Jason (573-576-0678) or Kevin Holman (573-625-8650).
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