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Governor Nixon, "A Christmas Message”

Governor Nixon,

By Governor Jay Nixon

“During the Christmas season, Missourians gather together in joy and celebration with
family and friends. Thisis aso atime when we give specia thanks for those who are dear
to us, for our faith, and for the many blessingsin our lives.

“At the holiday dinner table in many Missouri homes, there will be an empty seat because
ason or adaughter, or amother or afather, is overseas serving in our nation’s armed
forces. They are thousands of miles away from Missouri and from their families this
holiday season — protecting our country, and protecting us.

“1 ask that in your thoughts and prayers this Christmas that you remember those serving in
the military. Our prayer isthat they are kept safe, even as they put themselvesin harm’s
way on our behalf, and that they return home soon. Please remember the families of those
who are serving, aswell, as they especially misstheir loved ones at this time of year.

“The message of Christmasisone of joy, love and peace, and it has endured for more than
two thousand years. In that spirit, Georganne and | wish all Missourians a safe, happy and
healthy Christmas season, and anew year filled with joy and peace. May God continue to

bless our great state of Missouri.”
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