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Dexter Lady Bearcats fall to Phoenix

Dexter Lady Bearcats fall to Phoenix

Farmington, MO - The Dexter Lady Bearcats finished second in the 48th Farmington
Invitational Tournament on Saturday night with a 57-45 loss to state ranked Miller Career
Academy.

The final score of the game was not reflective of the overall contest that took place
between these two teams. Miller Career Academy is the opponent that has handed the
Lady 'Cats two losses last year which marks them as someone the Bearcats must learn to
overcome.

"I just think that Miller Career's pressure just got to us toward the end of the game,”
commented Chad Allen, head coach of the Lady Bearcats. "They're not only tall and big,
but they're also quick. They bump you around alot constantly, cutting off passing lanes,
and putting pressure on that just got to usin the end."

"Wejust didn't execute very well offensively late in the game,” noted Allen.

The Bearcats did perform extremely well the mgjority of the game. Brittany Harris
opened the scoring for the Lady Catsto give them an early lead in the first quarter. The
teams then traded scoring with Hannah Noe, Katelynn Frazier and Paige Patterson all
scoring for LBB. Two free throws and a basket by Alison Jarrell and another basket by
Noe put the Cats down by one at the end of the first quarter 15-14.
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The lead "see-sawed" back and forth during the second quarter with Harris, Mollie
Whitehead, Erika Cobb and Noe all scoring for the Lady Catsto give them a 27-24
halftime lead.

The Lady Phoenix opened the third quarter on a 9-2 run before Katelynn Frazier and
Hannah Noe shutdown Miller's offensive attack. A three pointer by Alison Jarrell and a
basket by Paige Patterson turned things around for the Lady 'Cats and gave Dexter a 38-
37 lead going into quarter number four.
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Unfortunately for the Lady Cats they were outscored by the Lady Phoenix 20-7 in the 4th
and took theloss. The Lady Cats were led in scoring by Katelynn Frazier with 9 points,
followed by Hannah Noe with 8. Alison Jarrell and Erika Cobb both chipped in 7 points a
piece.

"I think we were only down by 4-points with 58 seconds left in the game," Allen said.
"We were gonnainstall adifferent trap defense and come up with a quick trap and steal.
Unfortunately, | was out of timeouts and got nailed for atechnical.”

Miller Career made both free throws and opened up the lead in the final minute of the
game.

"In reality, the game was alot closer than the 11 point difference shows in the final
score," added Chad Allen.
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play
them so much better this year than we did last year," explained Allen. "We definitely
made a game out of it."

"L ast year, they got in control and stayed in control in both games they beat us," said
Allen. "Tonight, we improved and |looked a lot better. Defensively, we improved and
looked a lot better tonight. Offensively, it was just a struggle tonight because Miller's
defenseis so good."

"Both teams had to work hard for all the points that they got and they just executed alot
better toward the end than we did," added Allen. "We are gonna have to learn to pull out
those tough gamesin the end.”



The Lady Bearcats schedule has intensified greatly this year as they will travel to play

Missouri teams like Republic and Webster Groves. They are also traveling outside the
areato play Carbondale IL and next week will be at Paragould High School in the The
Ronald McDonald Shootout.

"Adding that Paragould AR Tournament next week will definitely help us come playoff
time," noted the coach. "That tournament isjust as tough if not tougher than the
Farmington tournament.”

The Bearcats will play back-to-back nights starting Thursday night through Saturday in
the tournament. Dexter will take on 4A powerhouse Valley View High School. Valley
View played deep into the Arkansas playoff system last year and are returning several
good players from that team.

"I'm definitely excited about thisyear," said Coach Allen. "l think we will improve as the

year goes on and we work out afew kinks in the offense and improve throughout the
year."
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Bernie Mules Win Campbell Tourney in OT

Bernie Mules Win Campbell Tourney in OT
Article Written by
SMT Sports Writer

Campbell, Missouri - The Benie Mules continue their winning ways as they
capture the championship of the Campbell Invitational Tournament by defeating
the Holcomb Hornets in an exciting overtime victory by a final score of 54 to 52.

“It sure wasn'’t pretty, but a win is a win,” commented Coach Brad Botsch after the
game.

The Mules entered the contest as the favorites but knew the Hornets would
present a challenge in the championship match. With an undefeated record of 2-
0 on the season, there were high hopes for a championship in Friday nights
game.

“Holcomb is very well-coached and is always tough to play against,” added
Botsch.

Holcomb jumped out to a big lead in the first quarter lead by Jamie Massey, who
posted 5-points. The Hornets finished the quarter with a 12 to 4 lead over the
Mules.

But the Mules rallied in the second quarter offensively posting 24-points to
overcome the deficit of the first quarter. They regained the lead in the game at
halftime by a score of 28 to 26.

B J Jennings, Troy Kirkpatrick and Sam Turner held the hot shooting hand from
3-point land with Jennings adding two and Kirkpatrick and Turner each adding
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third quarter to help the Hornets tie the game at the end of the third with 41 points

for each team. The see-saw battle raged throughout the final quarter and fans
were well aware the game would come down to a shootout.

Cameron Clark for the Hornets hit a key three-pointer in the fourth quarter.
Bernie answered by matching the Hornets with eight points during the quarter.
Landon Woods hit a key free throw allowing at tie score at the end of regulation.

Sam Turner and David Baker combined for 5 points in the overtime period to
capture the win for the Bernie Mules with the final score of 54 to 52.

“We really struggled to execute offensively and made so many poor decisions
with the ball,” noted Botsch. “However, our kids played so hard the entire game
and found a way to get the job done.”

The game met all expectations for both teams’ fans. Coach Botsch commented
that “Everyone in the stands got their money’s worth tonight, that’s for sure.”

Both coaches will be preparing for their teams next opportunity to meat later on
this season. The Bernie Mules will be at home this next Tuesday when they take
on the Scott City Rams.
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Bearcats Suffer Second L oss of Season

by SMT Writer
Rodney McConnell

Sikeston- In their first road game of the young season, the Dexter Bearcats travel ed east
to Sikeston Friday night and found themselves on the short end of a 55-23 score. With 3
starters out due to injuries, the Bearcats turned the ball over 9 timesin just the first
guarter, allowing Sikeston to establish an early lead from which they were never shaken.

Dexter had some success with trying to control the tempo of the game and slow things
down alittle, but Bearcat Brad Potts sank the only basket for the visitorsin the first
guarter, which ended with the host team on top 21-2.

Dexter picked up the offense some in the 2nd, but had its hands full trying to hold the ball
against their opponent's defense, and no one in attendance was surprised when the teams
entered the locker room at the halfway point with Sikeston leading 36-14.

The third quarter found the Bearcats trying to improve their scoring opportunities by
using long possessions to get shootersin the clear. But thistactic netted only 4 Bearcat
points while the Bulldogs continued to find the basket with regularity and took a 53-18
lead into the final quarter.

Dexter Coach Rob Nichols felt his team might have been alittle intimidated, especially at
the start of the contest, by the challenge of playing one of the best class 4 teamsin the
state on their home court.
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Lifewon't get any easier for the Dexter roundballers next week as the Bearcats return to
Sikeston Monday for the opening round of the SEM O conference tournament. Fate has
not smiled on the team as they have been scheduled to play the tournament's top seed, the
Charleston Blugays, in the final game of Monday night's opening session. The team will
certainly benefit from all the support it can get from its devoted fan base in this
demanding contest, so make the short drive over to Sikeston Monday night and let the
guys know you've got their back!
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Dexter Lady Cats Advance to Finals

Farmington, MO - The Dexter Lady Bearcats advanced to the finals of the 48th annual
Farmington Invitational Tournament with a 67-28 win over the Poplar Bluff Lady Mules
on Friday night.
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Both teams started out slowly with a number of turnovers before Hannah Noe broke the
scoring ice for Dexter with a basket alittle over two minutes into the game. After a
basket by Samantha Gatewood of Poplar Bluff, the Lady Cats went on a6 to O run with
two free throws by Paige Patterson and two baskets by Brittnay Harris. After three points
by Poplar Bluff, another basket by Harris made the score 10-5 at the end of the first
quarter.

The Lady Cats really opened by the offense in the second quarter. Erika Cobb made two
free throws and a basket to open the quarter. Hannah Now then made two free throws
after being fouled while shooting, which were two of her ten pointsin the quarter.
Sandwiched between some oh Noe€'s points were the first four points of the varsity career
of Melaine McKuin. Two of these came on a nice jump shot and two came on adrive to
the basket. Finally, he quarter ended with two baskets by Brittnay Harris (15 points on
the night) and the Lady Cats had a 33-9 halftime lead.
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second half started with basket by Patterson and then it started to"rain threes' in the
Dexter offense. Allison Jarrell made two, Hannah Noe made one and Erika Cobb made
the other and suddenly he Lady Cats had a47-12 lead. Harris had two more baskets in the
quarter, Cobb had two more (for four of her fifteen points) and Katelynn Frazier had her
only two points of the night.
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guarter featured a"mercy rule' running clock as the Lady Cats were up by more the thirty
points. The highlight of the fourth quarter was Dakota Reynolds scoring her fist two
points as aLady Bearcat. Dexter played outstanding defense all night, something that
please Coach Chad Allen.

"Anytime you force a good team like Poplar Bluff into 24 turnovers on the night, you
have played well defensively”, he commented. "They pretty sharp tonight."

Also not to be overlooked were the 6 assists by Katelynn Frazier and three assists by
Mollie Whitehead on some outstanding passes.

The Lady Cats play for the championship on Saturday night in Farmington against Miller
Career Academy. Miller Career was the team that defeated the Lady Bearcats last season
in the State Quarterfinal game by a score of 51 to 34.



"They only lost one player so they have their main core of their team back," noted Coach
Allen. "The one girl they graduated actually went to play at the University of Arkansas-
Little Rock so they have the majority of their team back."

"They will be really good as they are a big, physical team," added Allen.

"We just have to get after them like we did tonight and we can wear them down,' say
Allen. "We simply need to make conditioning afactor in the game and get them in the
third and fourth quarter.”

Join the Lady 'Cats for their game in Farmington. If you are unable to make the trip, tune

into Jim Reiker as he brings you all the action on Life Radio 90.3 KLUH. Gametime
will begin at 6:30 PM tomorrow evening.
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Bernie Advances in Campbell Tournament

Bernie Advancesin Campbell Tournament

Campbell, Missouri - Bernie High School’ s basketball team takes yet another victory to
add to their brand new season. On Thursday, November 29t the Bernie Mules faced the
Twin Rivers Royals in the Campbell Tournament. The Mules took the win with a fina
score of 74 to 63 during the varsity game.

During the first quarter, Bernie barely took the lead but pulled through with the final score
of first quarter at 16 to 15. The team knew they had to step up their defense if they were
going to pull a win out from under Twin Rivers, so they began focusing their energy
defensively as well as offensively. During the second quarter, Bernie found their groove
on Campbell’s floors and quickly got back in the swing of things with a score of 32 to 25.
The third quarter was still action packed but the Mules once again pulled farther ahead,
slowly inching their way to victory with a score of 53 to 43. In the fourth quarter, Bernie
continued to keep aten point gap between them and their opponent, ending the game at 74
to 63.

Senior David Baker (#31) was the lead scorer for the Mules, gaining 22 of the 74 points
by the end of the night. Thisis Baker's last year of high school basketball and he is intent
on keeping a shiny record throughout the season. Eric Ray from Twin Rivers was a tough
rival, earning the Royals 21 of their 63 points, requiring the Mules to step up their
defensive once again to keep a steady score. BJ Jennings, a Bernie Mule, scored 15 points
while his teammate Bubby Schwent scored 12, helping lead their team to the victory they
claimed last night.
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Bernie' s current record is 2-0 and although Twin Rivers was a tough match, they pushed
themselves to awhole new level to keep a spotless record thus far. Brad Botsch, Bernie's
head coach, believes that this will be atriumphant season for the Mules if they continue to
work hard and build on their defense.

“We grinded out awin,” Botsch explained. “ Thiswas avery physical game that may not
have been pretty, but we found away to get the job done. Twin Rivers played hard and
Coach Benson does a nice job with hiskids. | thought we were on our heels defensively
al night, and we' |l have to play much better if we want to beat a very good Holcomb club



tomorrow.”

The Bernie Mules will be spending athird night at the Campbell Tournament and will be
facing the Holcomb Hornets tonight at 8:30pm. So, put on some blue and support the
Mules as they fight for that third win tonight.
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