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Dexter 6th Grade Football Ends Season

Article by
SMT Sports Writers

New Madrid, MO - The Dexter 6th Grade Football Traveling team went
to New Madrid this week to take on an evenly matched group of 6th
Graders.  The 6th Grade Bearcats were unable to get enough points on the
scoreboard to win the game and lost to New Madrid by a score of 16 to 14.

The inspired idea of pulling these young men together as a traveling team
following the end of their normal DPR season was under the hope of
building a team spirit.  Having played the entire DPR season split up over
four different teams, this traveling team allowed each athlete to begin to
determine their role for next years middle school season.

The team had three outings with a jamboree style outing in Portageville, a
weekend game against the Cape Girardeau Man Machine and this final
game against New Madrid.  The team was overall competitive and looks to
have a good group of core athletes that will bring promise to the DMS
program the next two years and ultimately to Coach Aaron Pixley's high
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school program.

"This is a great group of athletes and it was our pleasure to be able to work
with them," commented coach Darrin Hillis. 

"We simply wanted to begin to raise the expecations of these young men to/images/2012 Article Pics/Sports/Bearcat Football/DEX6 vs NM Mid1.jpg
higher levels for their future as Bearcats," Coach Hedrick added.  "They
should be a fun group to watch."

Seth Rogers continued his dashing running skills against New Madrid,
with strong runs behind his big offensive line.  This age group is anchored
with highly talented young men that have some size.  These athletes could
possibly play other positions but have quickly learned the importance of an
offensive line to the success of the offense. 

Big Luke Boyer and Garrison Collier are obvious lineman with a great size
and strength for the position.  They are madman in there.  Brock Simmons,
Hunter Lawrence and James Robinson that are tremendous athletes that are
agile and quick and able to play anywhere on the field.  These kids did a
great job of taking on the role of the offensive line during the traveling
season.

The team alternated between quarterbacks Joe Rice and Nate Gargis, with
each athlete bringing different talents to the position.  Corbin Strong also
added some strong runs from his fullback position.

Braxton Foster highlighted the night with a second touchdown of the
young Bearcats team with a 15-yard pass over the middle of the New
Madrid defense.  He had a couple of catches on the night, proving that he
has a good set of hands to add to the air-game of the future.

Defensively, Luke Boyer was crashing and bashing his way into the
backfield giving the New Madrid team all they wanted up front.  Garrison



Collier and James Robinson also added to the rush provided by the 'Cats
during the contest.  Hunter Lawrence played well at his middle linebacker
position. 

Exceptional play was given by the teams defensive end core of Colby
Powers and Braxton Foster.  A position that requires athletes to be more
responsible than to simply attack, these two players were noted as two that
understood their job and got the job done this season.

A surprise on the night was Travis Propst.  Travis is an excellent kicker but/images/2012 Article Pics/Sports/Bearcat Football/DEX6 vs NM Mid2.jpg
his aggressive play during this weeks practice earned him a chance to sub
in at the defensive line and linebacker positions, where he had an excellent
performance.

Overall, the 'Cats performed well against New Madrid but a few big plays
allowed the young New Madrid team to gain a lead and maintain it,
winning by the narrow margin of 2 points. 

"We were very happy with the boys as we accomplished what we wanted
to in this short season," noted Brett Dorton.  "These kids are young but
very talented.  Our goal was to gel them as a team, increase their skills and
I think we did that."

Special thanks to Loyd Rice, who played a major role in organizing the
games and the practices for the team.  Loyd also acknowledged the support
of Jamie Rowe and Dexter Parks and Rec.  The team was able to continue
to use their uniforms and equipment to finish the season.
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