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Written by
Zach Hedrick, SMT Writer

Bloomfield Missouri - If you were traveling on Highway 25 just south of Bloomfield and
noticed white tents and campfire smoke rolling up into the air, you would have found the
Crowley's Ridge Blackpowder Club's 2012 Bloomfield Rendezvous. Thiswas the 13th
annual event for the group held this weekend on Saturday and Sunday just across the
highway from the Stars and Stripes Museum.

Y ou may question the level of interest that this committed group of people have for
reenactments and rendezvous. Not understanding, these individuals involved with the
events could be viewed as overboard, hardcore, or even alittle crazy by outsiders.

In reality, thisis avery common group of individuals that may be your neighbors or the
person near you at work. They have a strong passion for history. Their passion runs deep
enough to not only study as a historian and to be familiar with "how things used to be",
but to liveiit.

limages/2012 Article Pics/Features/Rendezvous Mid6.png Reenactments and
rendezvous are not a

spectator sport. Unlike St. Louis Cardinal's season tickets, asa CRBC member, a person
isliterally given the opportunity to get on the field (or in the field) to "Live History".
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Living History isrecreating  /images/2012 Article Pics/Features’/Rendezvous Mid3.png
life and living for atime

period and locale as closely as can be documented, but not tied to any specific event.
More than knowing how to simply swing the bat, these individuals work from an
authentic level of living just like they lived before the 1840's.

This hobby brings about the enjoyment and satisfaction found in any activity. Simply
walking onto a reenactment site quickly returns you to the days of yesteryear with the
tents, cast iron skillets, and pans.

"Beware"! The past may not have been as glamorous as one might imagine. Participants
quickly learn that the past is filled with many of the same issues we deal with today. In
ways, everything has changed but much remains the same.

Our forebears were not all heroes. They were just like us - human. There were deeds of
greatness mingled with dark deeds, the ruthless slaughter of wildlife, and senseless
atrocities against outsiders.

Our ancestors viewed living very differently than we do today. Shear survival was often
the goal, and there was no assurance of along and healthy life. Anything that could be
done to assure survival was considered fair.

A person gains deeper /images/2012 Article Pics/Features/Rendezvous Mid4.png
understanding when they

drop by Lacy's Irish Pub to purchase the homemade root beer. The flavor says root beer,
but the taste says "who left the cap off the bottle". The drink lacks today's level of
carbonation. To think, thiswould have been considered a great treat back in the day, but
by today's standards, it is definitely different.

But if your Sunday meal didn't include a"Coon Dog" and a"Fry Burger”, you may have
missed one of the best burger and hot dog meals to hit the fields of our areain years. A
polish sausage wrapped in fried bread completely wins the "pig-in-a-blanket" contest,
while the "Fry Burger" exceeded all expectations for a hamburger purchased in the middle
of areenactment field. Lacy certainly proves that you would not have missed fast food
restaurants in the early 1800's.

/images/2012 Article Pics/Features/Rendezvous Mid2.png  After agood meal, attendees
might find it interesting to
watch the local blacksmith of the Cheyenne Trading Company. Creatively, the



blacksmith makes many items used by the reenactment members such as flag pole
holders, fire pokers, fire cooking grills, and many other common sense items.

"Sometimes we have people  /images/2012 Article Pics/Features’Rendezvous Mid5.png
purchase these items to use

around the house," noted the blacksmith from the Cheyenne Trading Company. "One lady
used the dish washing setup for a bird bath."

The event also held a bow shooting contest. Complete with deer and wild hog targets, the
shooters were required to leave aresting postiion and make a quick move to shoot the
target. Many were very accurate and very entertaining to watch.

In addition, the 13th Annual Blackpowder Rendezvous held a no reserve consignment
auction on Saturday. The event was a resemblance of an early eratrading post flea
market and included such items as primitive, antique and rendezvous items such as guns,
knives, Civil War items, Indian artifacts, framed prints, wood tables and chairs. All
proceeds from the auctioneers fees went to the CRBC.

"The weather made the /images/2012 Article Pics/Features/Rendezvous Mid1.png
weekend alittle tougher than

normal," noted Melvin "Broken Toe" Boyers. "The rain hampered Friday evening setup
and the cool temperatures required a little more dedication by members."
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is a group dedicated to the preservation and education of American history. Founded in

1972, the group continues actively participate in historical reenactments of Blackpowder
Rendezvous before 1840. They have sponsored the Bloomfield Rendezvous for the past
13 years and now sponsor the Old Greenville Rendezvousin April each year.

The CRBC will alow attendees and participants to travel back in timeto relive history as
you see tipis, lodges, and folksin primitive dress. The smell of smoke of open campfires
and freshly shot gunpowder fills the air around the camp, as demonstrations of crafts and
cooking are done in 1840 style. Many handcrafted items are available for purchase during
the weekend.

One might consider attending an event and taking a deeper looking into the purpose and
reasons that stand behind the membership of the Crowley's Ridge Blackpowder Club.
The club leadership includes:



Alex Hanners " Snapper" - President
Devon "Digger' Scott - Vice President
Dee Loflin - Secretary Treasurer
Dale"Trader" Kemp - Range Officer
Melvin "Broken Toe" Boyers - Bushway
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involved, the group meets the first Sunday of each month to plan and discuss club events.
If you have further questions, you can contact Dee L oftin at the Crowley's Ridge
Blackpowder Clubs Facebook page.

The next event for the Crowley's Ridge Blackpowder  jima5e5/2012 Static Ad Images/SMT Mark the Date.png
Club will be held in Greenville Missouri on April 21st

and 22nd in 2013. Get your calendar marked and enjoy
aday or twothat isagreat experiencefor a step back in time.
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Taylor Owensis October Calendar Girl

Wkitten by
Jessica Shider SMT Writer

In amonth where fal hasfinally arrived, the leaves are turning, and Halloween is
approaching, Miss Taylor Owensisin the spotlight as the October Calendar Girl.

Taylor is the sixteen-year-old daughter of Ken and Shannon Owens. Sheisajunior at
Dexter High School and plays tennis and basketball. Taylor won the title of Miss Dexter
in the Miss Dexter Pageant held in September.

With Dexter High School’ s homecoming approaching later in the week, tennis matches,
football games, and many more things, Taylor is sure to be busy being this month’s
Calendar Girl.

The top twelve contestants from the Miss Dexter Pageant will make up the Calendar Girls
to be seen each month throughout the next year.

Photo courtesy of Shannon Putnam.
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Wkitten by
Jessica Snhider ST Writer

Rebekah Northern is seventeen years old and currently a senior at Bloomfield High
School. She has lived in Bloomfield her whole life and has always attended Bloomfield
schools.

After graduation, Rebekah plans to move to Nashville, Tennessee, to further pursue her
music career as well as study music business.

Rebekah recalls that she has been singing ever since she started to talk. “My mom used to
be a music teacher and she has always been an inspiration to me,” said Rebekah.

Rebekah Northern first learned how to play guitar when she was twelve years old. It was
then that she first started writing songs as well. She has performed at many different
venues and events from the Southeast Missouri areato Nashville.

In 2010, Rebekah was accepted into a program known as “NOISE!” She was one of the
thirty-two selected in the country to attend the camp in Nashville, Tennessee. The
MUZAK and The Heart and Soul Foundation paid all expenses of the camp. “It
completely immersed me in the music business and opened my eyes to how everything
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works. That camp was a game-changer for me.”

In the fall of 2011, Rebekah became acquainted with The Walker Bros. from Bernie,
Missouri. Rebekah jokes that the wonders of the Internet led her to the Walker Bros. (she
first heard of them via Facebook.) Rebekah’s list of original songs was starting to get very
heavy and she wanted to get some of them recorded.

Sherecallsthat her and TheWalker  /images/Jessica's Pics/Rebekah Northern 2.jpg
Bros. instantly clicked. “They are so

talented and great role models for me. They are like my brothersand I'm their little
Walker sister!”

Rebekah had only dreamed of recording her songs until she started meeting up with The
Walker Bros. and instantly began to record. Rebekah’ s six-track self-titled EP was
released last February. “1’ ve had such an amazing response from my fans. | could not ask
for any better friends than my fans.”

Recording that CD has helped Rebekah Northern open doors and reach out to more fans.
This past year she has been in and out of Nashville alot playing songwriters rounds and
making friends in the music business.

Last summer at the National Beta Convention, Rebekah was in the special talent
competition with atrio called “The Band Bloom” and took home first place. “That was a
big deal for Bloomfield High School and myself because no one had ever won that
before.”

Recently, The Walker Bros. and Rebekah got together and decided it was time to test the
music video waters. “I’m always writing new songs and | played one of my favorites for
them, and we instantly decided to record it and make a music video to go with it.”

The song recently recorded is called “What Y ou Wanted,” which is getting a lot of
positive feedback from fans along with the music video.

The day after “What Y ou Wanted” went live on Y ouTube, Clear 94.5 started playing it on
theradio. “1 had no ideathat it was going to happen and | heard it one morning while
getting ready for school. | kind of freaked out,” recalls Rebekah.

Since then, “What Y ou Wanted” has been released on iTunes and other digital music
sources. The song has been getting alot of radio play from fans calling in and requesting
it every day.



Rebekah closes by saying, “1 am truly blessed. | know that making it in the music
businessistough, but | also know that this dream is possible. | have the determination, the
best friends and fans, family, and God to always back me up.”

If you haven't heard Rebekah Northern’s “What Y ou Wanted,” you should take afew
minutes to listen and watch her video. It is amazing to see the amount of success that
Rebekah has aready accomplished at such ayoung age. We wish her the best of luck in
al her future endeavors!
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Jessica Shider SMT Writer

Since 1985, many people in or around Dexter, Missouri, have been familiar with
Gregory’ s Creations located on the corner of Stoddard Street in downtown Dexter.

After twenty-eight years of being in the floral artistry business, owner Greg Banken has
decided to sell the shop and move on to explore new adventures.

“I’ll be moving to Kansas City but continuing the same thing. I’'ll be doing floral artistry
there aswell. It’s been a good twenty-eight years here, but I’ ve decided to move on.”

Greg Banken has worked for other flower shopsin the area prior to his own, but Greg
started Gregory’s Creations in 1985 from scratch. He started with absolutely no
merchandise, just experience, and since then hasfilled his shop with various items and
has vastly built up an impressive clientele.

“1 just want to livein the city. | think it’stime for a change,” said Greg on leaving Dexter.

The shop that many in the area have come familiar with will stay in business as someone
has already purchased it. Terry and Tim Holder of Dexter will be the new facesin the
shop, and both seem eager to continue help the business thrive. Greg said, “ They will take
over after thefirst of the year. “

When Greg was asked if he thought it would be tough for him moving to Kansas City and
starting again he replied very quickly with, “No. | don’t think it will be tough because I'm
so ready for the change.”

Greg commented that this upcoming weekend he will be doing his fifth second-generation
wedding. Meaning he did their parents wedding and will now be doing theirs. “I have
guite a bit of root here, so I'll definitely missthat. | have customers that have been my
customers since my first week of being in business.”

Many people faithfully stop in the shop for various reasons. Whether it is getting a
wedding gift, having a gift or flowers sent to afuneral, ordering tuxes, boutonnieres or
corsages, or even just to say hello. These faithful customers have nothing to worry aboui.
The business will stay the same just with new faces taking over.

Greg closed by saying, “It’ll be good. I’ s going to be bitter sweet though. | did build this
from nothing, but I’ll do it again. “

Many people have asked Greg why he would start over after building this successful
business and he replied every time with, “Because | can.”



Greg Banken has made it obvious that he loves what he does and heis very excited to be
taking on this new adventure.

We wish Greg the best of luck as he practices hisflora artistry talent in Kansas City, and
also wish the Holders the best of luck in taking over and may they all have many more
years of success!

https.//showmetimes.com/Blogpost/ungl/Greg-Banken-Taking-Tal ent-to-K ansas-City

Go to post

More from ShowMe Times:

TOP

After 58 Y ears of Loving People

After 58 Y ears of Loving People
Wkitten by

Zach Hedrick, SMT Writer


https://showmetimes.com/Blogpost/ung1/Greg-Banken-Taking-Talent-to-Kansas-City
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fung1%2FGreg-Banken-Taking-Talent-to-Kansas-City
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fung1%2FGreg-Banken-Taking-Talent-to-Kansas-City&text=Greg+Banken+Taking+Talent+to+Kansas+City
https://www.linkedin.com/cws/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fung1%2FGreg-Banken-Taking-Talent-to-Kansas-City
mailto:?subject=Greg Banken Taking Talent to Kansas City&body=https://showmetimes.com/Blogpost/ung1/Greg-Banken-Taking-Talent-to-Kansas-City
/blog.php?&PostId=ung1&Single=1&Pdf=1
javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')

Dexter, Missouri - Cleo's Service Station, a landmark business in downtown Dexter, will
be locking it's doors for the final time this Saturday. The family business has enjoyed 58
great years of successful trade in Dexter, but at the youthful age of 80, Cleo Holder has
decided that it istimeto retire.

Many local residents will find a change in their normal routine of pulling in to get fuel, a
needed camping part or those wonderful flowers during the spring and fall seasons.

The greatest loss will be the positive spirit that Cleo Holder personally delivered to your
car window with ahardy "Hello ... " and call you by name. The immediate shine that the
Cleo's Team would put on your windshield no matter how many bugs you had run
through will aso be missed.

Cleo's was a safe haven for those not so sharp in the skills of auto maintenance and auto
repair. A customer of Cleo's could often stop by to see what Cleo or Tim thought about
their auto troubles, and either get it fixed or get referred to another local businessto do a
more extensive repair.

Cleo's was a place where you could trust that your children could get their gas and maybe
some small talk about what was going on in their lives. Considered asmall item in our
busy world but yet, a piece of yesterday that we transfer to amemory and a story for your
grandchildren.

Change isnever easy for  jimages/2012 Article Pics/Features/Cleo Closing Mida.png
anyone, but the Holder

family has been able to preserve pieces of Americanathat have been replaced with the
efficiencies and speed at which we livetoday. We will indeed miss these small delicacies
of business.

Cleo recounts the good memories of hisyears at this busy downtown corner. Most
memorable to him was working with histwo sons, Tim and Terry. "What more could you
want than to go to work for your son everyday," stated Mr. Holder. "Of course both of my
boys have worked here," commented Mr. Holder. "... and it's been a tremendous pleasure
working with them and being here with Tim for the past 15 years."

Change has come upon the auto industry. The improvements and increased reliability of
cars and trucks has created an effect in other industries; therefore, what is good in one
areais not as good in others. "The auto service industry has just gone downhill,"
commented Cleo in arecent interview. "Carsare just many times better than they used to



be. What would normally require atune-up every 10,000 milesis now a 100,000 mile
tune-up,” he continued.

These efficiencies have caused many service stations of the past to disappear over time.
Y ou can only attribute the long standing success of Cleo's Service Station against these
oddsto the loyalty they earned from their customers for the service they provided. "
don’t know," Cleo modestly stated. "We like people and people like us the best | can tell
you."

But this was not Cleo Holder's first brush with progress. Cleo and his family were
originally farmersin the area. After spending ayear and a half in the Philippines and
Okinawain the Army, Cleo returned home to find the family farm being gathered up due
to progress of the Dexter community. Their farm sat on the ground that the Dexter Public
Schools now gits.

/images/2012 Article Pics/Features/Cleo Closing Midc.png L0sing aportion of that
ground did not leave

enough for the family to continue farming. At the age of 22 years, Cleo came down to
visit with Red Francis, who had owned the service station 27 years. Red was known by
many as a nice guy that sometimes was alittle bit of a"joker". Often, Red would create
entertaining visit to his service station, as a pistol arcade might occur behind what is now
Rainey Mathis Funeral Home. "That's when | "bought" my first job and never left," Mr.
Holder proudly explained.

The sales representative at that time promised Cleo to build anew building if he was able
to run agood business for one year. The year passed and the new building we all know as
Cleo's was built.

"We have had many students work here over the years from the COE program at the
School,” remembered Cleo. "Some of them are successful businessmen here in town
now, including Allen Walker of Walker Construction. We've really had some good ones."

When asked about his favorite memories, he smply noted "the people and relationships
have been the most rewarding. Being a business owner has given Glendaand | achanceto
travel so we've been able to visit every State in the Union and all Provinces in Canada.”
Cleo also noted that they've done all that by auto since his wife does not fly.



When you want to talk /images/2012 Article Pics/Features/Cleo Closing Midb.png
about stamina on the jab,

Cleo Holder is the candidate of the year for the best at being on thejob. 1n 58 years of
owning the business, he only missed one half-day of work to have a surgical

procedure. "They removed my thyroid that morning and | came in that afternoon," noted
Mr. Holder. "That's not too bad for 80 years old. When | was young, | used to think the
old peoples were tough and now | are one."

Cleo was proud to see that the tradition will continue to the next generation as both Tim
and Terry Holder will be the new owners of Gregory's Creations beginning January 1st,
2013. After ashort period of time, both brothers will begin to work through the holiday
season with the current owner, Greg Banken, to ensure a smooth transition with the
business.

The actual closing of Cleo's Service Station has been moved up afew weeks as they have
sold the majority of their inventory in the past weeks. "It's gonna seem strange to not be
coming to this place." commented Cleo.

Many have grown accustomed to the many youth activities of the First Christian Church
that are held at Cleo's throughout the year. Tim Holder was quick to make sure everyone
would still find those traditions going forward at the new location at Gregory's.

"We will certainly setup during the Stoddard County Parade and make available our hot
dogs," added Tim. "You can count on us remaining involved in the community more and
more."
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