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Strawberry To Headline 'Hope Epidemic'

What do a baseball legend, a Hall of Fame rocker and thousands of Sikeston area volunteers have in common? They will all be a
part of the 2012 Hope Epidemic that is set to spread throughout the area on Saturday, May 19.

Beginning at 8:30 a.m., in excess of 1,000 volunteers will perform creative acts of hope throughout the southeast Missouri area.

At noon, the area will be invited to the MarketPlace in Sikeston for the celebration known as HopeFest. During this celebration,
former Major League baseball player Darryl Strawberry will share his message of hope, along with legendary musician Brian
"Head" Welch (Korn founder) will perform along with his band Love & Death.

Also appearing will be rapper JSon, and The Walker Bros., of Bernie. Attendees will be offered food, blood drive, haircuts,
groceries, medical/dental/vision screenings, along with many other services. There will also be a KidsZone. HopeFest is free and
open to everyone.

"Our goal is to go out and serve during the morning with these acts of hope (Hope Epidemic). We will then all come together at a
neutral site at noon and provide more opportunities for assistance and inspiration, to everyone (HopeFest)," says one of the
coordinators, Brad Aycock. 

The event had great impact last year amid the worst flood in the history of the area. Not only did people come together to help
flood victims, but people from all races and social classes untied for a common cause - to create a hope epidemic and watch it
spread.

Sikeston Mayor Jerry Pullen said that the Hope Epidemic broke down more barriers in one day than have been broken down in
years. This year, expect even more acts of kindness, more smiles and more reminders that anything is possible through hope.

Volunteers will be dispatched throughout the area to complete hundreds of acts of hope including community clean up, food
drives, nursing home visits, surprising people with coupons and giveaways, retrieving shopping carts at stores, cemetery clean up,
providing treats for vendors and emergency response teams, visiting families and patients at the hospital and more.Last year over
1000 volunteers served.

"These thousand-plus people want to make an impact and leave a legacy by being part of this movement. We are choosing to be
part of the solution. We are choosing to make a difference," says Aycock. 
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Persons interested may visit hopeepidemic.org or call 573.421.1824. The first 1000 volunteers to register will receive a free Hope
Epidemic t-shirt.
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Churches To Celebrate Easter This Weekend

By Annabeth Miller,
ShowMe Times Editor

Beginning Thursday evening, Christians in Dexter and Southeast Missouri will join
Believers throughout the world in marking the final days of Jesus’ life on earth.

With Maundy Thursday services, Good Friday’s solemnity, and the joy of Easter
morning, Easter is a celebration of the eternal life that awaits his followers.
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Maundy Thursday marks the beginning of the three-day Easter celebration, and you may
also be referred to as Holy Thursday, Sheer Thursday, or, intriguingly, Thursday of
Mysteries.

The meaning is less of a mystery — it’s the Christian holy day that falls before the
commemoration of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection that occurs from Good Friday
through Easter Sunday. The liturgy is held in the evening, and initiates this Easter period
as a tribute to the day of the Last Supper.

Why “Maundy”? It comes from the Latin word mandatum, which means
“commandment.” This specifically refers to the commandment Jesus gave to his disciples
at the Last Supper, once Judas had scuttled off, which was “That you love one another, as
I have loved you, that you also love one another.”

Friday marks Good Friday It is the day when Christians commemorate Jesus Christ's
crucifixion, which plays an important part in the Christian faith. Many churches observe
the day with a Tenebrae service –a service of light and dark where all light is
extinguished, symbolizing Jesus’ death on the cross.

Sunday is Easter Sunday – when Christians exclaim “up from the grave He arose!” Many
churches continue the tradition of a Sunrise Service, to greet the glorious day at first
dawn. Other services and observances will feature special music and messages.

A number of area churches have special services planned:

Bernie United Methodist

Bernie UMC will hold a Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m., Thursday evening with
communion, and the readings of Christ's last days.  After each reading, a candle is
extinguished, until finally the Christ candle itself is extinguished.

Easter morning Sunday School will begin at 9:30 for all ages and Easter Worship at
10:30.

The church is located at 307 Main Street in Bernie and Sue Welborn is the pastor.

Dexter First United Methodist

Dexter’s First United Methodist Church will observe Maundy Thursday with a service at
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 5. Debbie Fisher will offer the special music in this service
marking Jesus’ last evening with His Disciples.

On Saturday, April 7, the church will host an Easter Egg Hunt for all children in the
community beginning at 11a.m. Fun, games for children will be held at the church until 2



p.m.

Two services of worship will be held Easter Sunday, April 8, at 8:15 a.m. and again at
10:30 a.m. The Chancel Choir under the direction of MaryRuth Boone will present “The
Dawn of Resurrection” at both services. A fellowship time in Wesley Hall will be held
from 9 until 10 :15 a.m.

The church is located at 501 South Walnut in Dexter. Contact the church at 624-3344 for
more information or a ride to services.

Dexter First Baptist Church

The First Baptist Church will celebrate Easter with worship at the Bearcat Event Center
on Grant Street in Dexter.

Worship will be held at 10:30 a.m. Sunday with the theme "How can I know GOD
personally?" and will be An Easter Experience featuring music, drama and video!
Childcare will be provided for children ages birth through pre-kindergarten

Dexter First Christian Church (Disciple of Christ)

Dexter’s First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), will celebrate the events of Easter
weekend with a trio of special Services.

Maundy Thursday will be observed with a service t 6 p.m. Thursday evening, April 5.
Services for Good Friday will be held at 6 p.m., Friday, April 6. Easter Sunday Services
will be held beginning at 10 a.m., Sunday, April 8.

The community is invited to participate in these special services. The church is located at
224 East Stoddard Street in Downtown Dexter.

Sikeston First Methodist Church 

First United Methodist Church, 1307 N. Main St. in Sikeston, has added an extra service
on Easter Sunday, April 8, and will host special worship services during Holy Week, the
week preceding Easter.

On Thursday, April 5, the Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m. in the chapel will center on
prayer. (The chapel is located on the north end of the campus.) The message, “He Is With
You,” will be followed by prayer and communion as worshipers remember the Last
Supper of Jesus Christ with his disciples.

Good Friday is a day that recalls the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The worship service at 7
p.m. April 6 in the chapel will emphasize the depth of Jesus’ passion for us.



For Easter Sunday, April 8, an extra service has been added to the morning worship
opportunities to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. The day begins with the Traditions
service at 9 a.m. in the sanctuary, featuring the choir and traditional elements of worship.
A service has been added beginning at 9:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center. That Journey
service will be repeated again at the usual time of 11 a.m. in the Family Life Center.  The
Journey services feature a praise band, prayer and message.

Rev. Geoff Posegate will deliver the message “Who’ll Move the Rock?” at all three
Easter worship services.

During the Easter Sunday services, the new children’s program called GraceLand, located
in the east wing of the building, will be open with a nursery, as well as activities and
learning opportunities for older children.

The church family of First United Methodist Church invites all to attend any or all of the
services

To learn more about the church go to www.thefunchurch.org .

Liberty Hill General Baptist Church

Liberty Hill Church begin preparation for Easter with a Maundy Thursday service at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, April 5. In this service, we will have a time of worship and prayer, and we
will then be observing communion and feetwashing: the last two things Jesus did with His
disciples before His arrest and crucifixion.

On Easter Sunday, Pastor Joe Payne be speaking at a 6:30 a.m. sunrise service. Pastor
Preston Owens will be leading in a time of worship

At the10:30 a.m. service, Pastor Phil Warren will address the question, “How Do I Know
Jesus is Real?” In this message, Phil will be explaining why belief in Christ is a rational
choice, and how the resurrection of Jesus is the pivotal moment of our faith. This will also
be the first message in a new series, “Beyond Opinion.”

Liberty Hill General Baptist Church is located at 12760 County Road 420, Dexter,
Missouri, 63841.  

Area churches are always invited to submit news of
services and activities to the

ShowMe Times.
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FBC Hosts Community Clothing Giveaway

By Annabeth Miller,
ShowMe Times editor
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In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells His followers “I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink,  I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.”

Jesus’ followers were puzzled and asked when they had seen Him hungry or thirsty, needed clothing or was sick.

Jesus’ reply was simple: ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ Matthew
25:31-45, (NIV)

Folks at Dexter’s First Baptist Church are taking this story to heart as we begin Easter Week, and are pitching in to help folks in
the community.

Monday evening (April 2) from 6 until 8:30 p.m., the church is hosting a Clothing Giveaway for the community. Men’s, women’s
and children’s clothing and shoes will be available for free. The giveaway will be held in the church Fellowship Hall – Walnut
Street entrance.

“Come and be blessed,” organizers of the event say. The clothing items have all been donated by members of the First Baptist
Church family for this project. “The church has been blessed with a large donation of clothing and we want to pass it on.”

The Thursday Bible Study group came up with a wonderful idea as a result of a study of the book of James.

In the book of James, Jesus’ brother admonishes believer that “you can learn all the right words” yet never do anything – that
talking about faith is not a sure indicator of deep faith.

“Isn't it obvious that God-talk without God-acts is outrageous nonsense? I can already hear one of you agreeing by saying,
"Sounds good. You take care of the faith department, I'll handle the works department." Not so fast. You can no more show me
your works apart from your faith than I can show you my faith apart from my works. Faith and works, works and faith, fit

together hand in glove. James 5:17-18 (The Message)
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Methodist Circle Gives To 18 Fore Life

The Agape Circle at the First United Methodist Church in Dexter held a "Bunko
Party" Sunday, March 3, and raised funds for the 18 Fore Life Foundation. On hand
for the presentation of $400 from the afternoon's proceeds were (from left) Scott Kruse
of the 18 Fore Life Foundation, and Kay Plummer, treasurer of the Agape Circle, and
Donna Keller, circle president. The Agape Circle includes women of all ages in the
church family, and successfully work on a number of projects in the church and
community. The 18 Fore Life is a Dexter-based organization that raises funds to help
patients and families fighting cancer. (SMT photo by Annabeth Miller)
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Christians To Observe Ash Wednesday

By Annabeth Miller,
ShowMe Times Editor

Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, a church season leading to the
celebration of Easter.

Ash Wednesday is a day of observance in many Christian traditions. According to the
gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the desert and being
tempted by Satan. It is a time when Christians may find ways of strengthening their
relationship with God.

Ash Wednesday is commonly observed with the tradition of applying ashes to the
forehead. Services at church allow believers to pray and receive the ashes as a public
mark of a personal commitment. Catholics, Lutherans, United Methodists, Presbyterians
and members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) traditionally follow Ash
Wednesday customs.

Lent can also be a period of joy and celebration as we are reminded of our relationship
with God and the sacrifice God made for us. As writer Sister Joan Chittister writes, "Lent
is the opportunity to change what we ought to change but have not. Lent is about
becoming, doing and changing whatever it is that is blocking the fullness of life in us right
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now."

Lent is the time in the Christian calendar between Ash Wednesday and Easter, excluding
Sundays. This year Palm Sunday is April 1, Maundy Thursday is April 5, Good Friday is
April 6, and Easter Sunday is April 8.

Services will be held Wednesday in at least three area congregations:

Sacred Heart Catholic Church at 6:30 p.m.
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ at 6 p.m.
First United Methodist Church at 6:30 p.m.
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