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'Frog Chorus'  Tonight At Nature Center

Frogs. Little kids have stuffed them in pockets, they are in our ponds, lakes and stream, and their springtime song is a special kind
of nature’s music.

A special time for seeing some off the ShowMe State’s frogs is slated for tonight, Friday, March 30 at the Missouri Department
of Conservation Cape Girardeau Nature Center. "Frog Chorus Adventure" is designed for youngsters 12-15.

Want a chance to meet frogs up close and personal?  Well, grab your muck boots and join us as we wade through amphibian-
infested waters to hear the early spring chorus

The event is from 7 – 9 p.m. Friday at the Cape Girardeau Nature Center. 

“Don’t miss this chance to meet some of the smallest and loudest frogs of Missouri,’ said Lisa Seyer of the center.  

Registration for the event is required. Call 573-290-5218 to register or for more information.

Colorful, harmless, vocal and valuable
 

Missouri toads and frogs are colorful, harmless, vocal and valuable. Our forests, prairies, rivers, swamps and marshes are home to
a multitude of toads and frogs, but few people know how many varieties we have, how to tell them apart or much about their
natural history. 

Native to Missouri
 

The toads and frogs native to Missouri are a valuable part of our outdoor heritage. Most people probably do not give them much
thought, but we need these amphibians to control destructive insects and to add their voices to the sounds of spring and summer
nights. Just hearing or seeing them adds to our enjoyment of the Missouri outdoors.

Good indicators of environmental health
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Their role in nature can be illustrated by the huge number of insects they eat and by the number of animals that eat toads, frogs or
their tadpoles. Since their bodies readily take in contaminants, they are good indicators of environment health. Amphibian skin
secretions also are used in medical research to control and cure human diseases. And, a discussion of the value of frogs should
include the fact that thousands of bullfrogs are harvested in our state each year for human consumption—one of Missouri’s truly
gourmet outdoor foods.
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'Ladies In Pink' Hit for Hope

By Annabeth Miller,
ShowMe Times Editor

Dexter’s T.S. Hill Middle School was overflowing with pink on Tuesday night when the 7th and 8th grade girl’s volleyball teams
played Bernie in the second annual  game for to raise fund and awareness for breast cancer
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This year’s game – Hits For Hope – not only brought out an overflowing crowd of enthusiastic middle school volleyball fans, but
also broke this year’s fundraising goal. Special fundraisers – from pink bracelets and t-shirts, honor name tags and a silent auction
– all combined to raise over $5,300 for cancer patients.

“The Second Annual Hits For Hope was a huge success,” said middle school principal Scott Kruse. “We want to thank everyone
who helped make this happen.  Our volleyball players and coaches had set a goal of raising $3000.00 and as of right now, they
have raised an accurate total of $5307.50.”

The Dexter ladies all sported special pink uniforms, and the fans joined in the action as well, with pink seen in the stands as far as
the eye could see. The enthusiasm of the young fans was evident, which much of the middle school cheering section on their feet
through the game. Young gentlemen sported shirts or name tags encouraging the volleyball players.

Baskets featuring everything from Vera Bradley bags to services from Dexter businesses were featured during the silent auctions.
The ShowMe Times – ShowMe Dexter Barbecue – had sauces and seasonings from Dexter Barbecue restaurants, including
Leon’s Dexter Queen, Hickory Log, Dexter Barbecue and Hick’s World Championship Meats – and promoted Dexter as the
“Barbecue Capitol of Missouri.”

Bernie's own Becky Dennington was also on hand to autograph her book chronicling her journey with cancer, "Me and the Ugly
C."

“The money will go to 18 FORE Life and then directly on to families fighting cancer,” Kruse said. “The effort will be recognized
at the 18 Fore Life June 1 banquet.  Our community is kind and generous.  Again, thank you for your support.”

Dexter’s T.S. Hill Middle School was overflowing with pink on Tuesday night when the 7th and 8th grade girl’s volleyball teams
played Bernie in the second annual  game for to raise fund and awareness for breast cancer

This year’s game – Hits For Hope – not only brought out an overflowing crowd of enthusiastic middle school volleyball fans, but
also broke this year’s fundraising goal. Special fundraisers – from pink bracelets and t-shirts, honor name tags and a silent auction
– all combined to raise over $5,300 for cancer patients.

“The Second Annual Hits For Hope was a huge success,” said middle school principal Scott Kruse. “We want to thank everyone
who helped make this happen.  Our volleyball players and coaches had set a goal of raising $3000.00 and as of right now, they
have raised an accurate total of $5307.50.”

The Dexter ladies all sported special pink uniforms, and the fans joined in the action as well, filling the stands with pink every
where you looked. The enthusiasm of the young fans was evident, which much of the middle school cheering section on their feet
through the game. Young gentlemen sported shirts or name tags encouraging the volleyball players.

Baskets featuring everything from Vera Bradley bags to services from Dexter businesses were featured during the silent auctions.
The ShowMe Times – ShowMe Dexter Barbecue – had sauces and seasonings from Dexter Barbecue restaurants, including
Leon’s Dexter Queen, Hickory Log, Dexter Barbecue and Hick’s World Championship Meats – and promoted Dexter as the
“Barbecue Capitol of Missouri.”

“The money will go to 18 FORE Life and then directly on to families fighting cancer,” Kruse said. “The effort will be recognized
at the 18 Fore Life June 1 banquet.  Our community is kind and generous.  Again, thank you for your support.”
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Rotary Club Supports Boy Scout Fund Drive

The Dexter Rotary Club recently presented a donation to the Boy Scouts of America
Friends of Scouting fund drive.  The Friends of Scouting donations help support local
Boy Scouting activities, BSA camps and provides scholarships for Boy Scouts to attend
summer camp. On hand for the Rotary presentation were (from left) Dexter Friends of
Scouting coordinator Mark Avery, Sioux District BSA executive Jami Parker, and
Rotary President Gene Weeks. (Photo submitted by Gene Weeks)
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Ribbon-Cutting Opens New York Life Office

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held Tuesday morning at the New York Life office of
Missy Ashley in Dexter. The new office is located in the Liberty Center at 1525 West
Business 60 in Dexter. On hand for the celebration were (standing, from left) Chamber
of Commerce Executive Director Janet Coleman, Dexter Alderman Jerry Corder,
Alderman Terry Battles, Mayor Joe Weber, Missy Ashley, Regina Jolly of Smith
Properties, Kevin Bishop and Bill Hampton; (seted, from left) Chamber President
Kenny Pope and Gary Ashley. The ribbon-cutting ceremony was No. 1 for 2012 in
Dexter. (SMT photo by Annabeth Miller)
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Bernie Twins Live Out Lifelong Dream

By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

When you head south on Highway 25 from Dexter, you quickly find yourself in Bernie.

The sights are typical of small-town America: ‘mom and pop’ restaurants, a park, and a
small bank all greet you as you enter town. Making a left-hand turn onto Main Street
produces similar results - small shops populate the strips of buildings on both sides of the
road - until you look to your left; while the facade of the building once read Western Auto,
it now reads The Walker Bros. You’ll be quite surprised what you’ll find inside - its now a
state-of-the-art recording studio.

Clinton and Coty Walker are the twin sons of Tommy and Carol Walker, and have been
musicians for ‘as long as we can remember’, joked Coty. The brothers are life-long
residents of Bernie, and started out playing hard rock music with a Christian influence
when they were in middle school. Now, they are living out their dream of owning and
operating a recording studio, while continuing to make music.

Clinton handles the business end of the studio, and through his ‘day job’ as a teacher in
the Holcomb School District, was able to provide the initial funding to open the studio.
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”We started leasing three years ago, built our first room, and put a little money in this
place. Our initial lease was for two years, and then we built our main room. That’s all we
had to work with for a while, until I got my first teaching contract; then, we were able to
get a loan so we could buy the place and get started, and that was a year ago,” he recalled.
“For the last year, since we figured out we would be able to do this thing long-term, we
established our business and rolled with it. We started working on the face of our
company, and we’ve been an LLC for about a year. We just started promotion, primarily
though Facebook, and now the company has developed into a lot of other things through
our music.”

Coty is a self-taught recording guru, and handles the day-to-day production operations
within the studio.

”It all started whenever I figured out I couldn’t make good grades in college,” Coty joked.
“I fell in love with engineering when I was 15; I always ran the soundboard for our Sense
the Fall shows. When we decided to do the studio, we decided Clinton would finish up
school, become a teacher, and help lay our foundation financially.”

”There is a lot of skepticism starting a recording studio in Bernie, Missouri. It’s not the
most promising, lucrative business that you would think to start here,” Coty continued.
“It’s risky anywhere, but it’s even riskier in a place that doesn’t that many musicians
down the road that will pay the amount that it takes to operate a business like this. We just
had the faith that we knew we were supposed to be here; it’s where we were raised; we
didn’t want to leave home. If we can do to it somewhere else, then we can make a good
product here and people will come to it. That’s what we set out to do.”

On top of running a studio, the brothers have continued their first love: writing and
recording music. Also under The Walker Bros. monicker, Clinton and Coty have
transitioned to writing country music, and have produced a music video that rivals
anything you would see on CMT today. Their first single, The Life celebrates facets of
growing up in a small town, and has tallied over 11,000 views on YouTube.

”I started jokingly writing country music about a year ago,” Clinton said of the song. “I
brought it home to Coty and we started writing some funny country stuff. Before we
wrote ‘The Life’, all we’d ever done was funny, goofy country songs.”

“That song really is 100
percent our life. It is what
it is; people who have heard the song know the hook in the chorus about Aunt Debbie’s
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sweet tea,” Coty added. “When we were in high school, we went to Doug [Johnson]’s
house for some of Aunt Debbie’s sweet tea, it’s just what we did. Growing up fishing
with Dad…that’s why the video is what it is.”

Clinton and Coty have teamed up with Chaz Watkins as their manager; Watkins has over
25 years of experience in the country and southern rock arena, and he has high
expectations for the brothers.

”Five years from now, they’re going to be on a tour bus playing every big concert and
festival across the United States. They’re going to come home and work in their own
studio, but they’ll have people running this studio for them when they’re in and out,” he
said. “This isn’t like a big transformation for them to say ‘Oh, we’re country artists’.
There’s not a transition between country music and country boy; the only difference is
one has a guitar in his hands.”

”If you listen to the first line of ‘The Life’, it’s ‘Where I grew up, there’s nothing wrong
with being country’. They’re telling stories of life that they’ve seen here in Bernie, and
there are more small-town people across the country than there are big city people, and
big city people, deep down, want to be country people in this market,” Watkins continued.
“City people that like country music, if they’ve never rode on a tractor, they’d really like
to, whereas you and me, we’ve all rode on a tractor, but we didn’t like it because we were
working.”

Watkins still has strong ties in Nashville, and noted that the brothers have several things
in their favor when it comes to landing a major-label recording contract.

”Their youth is very marketable, and they fit in today’s country music,” he said. “The
other part of them that is so marketable is that it doesn’t matter how big the crowd is;
there could be two people or 400, it makes no difference. They’re both giggling and
laughing up on stage, having a good time. That you can’t teach. You can’t teach that from
me; they have that x-factor, it-factor, whatever you want to call it; they do it because the
love it and it shows no matter what they’re doing. You can’t put that in someone, and you
can’t teach it.”

”They do things musically that, as a musician and singer, you’re not supposed to be able
to do. I think a lot of it is from being twins; I don’t know why it happens, but I’ve never
seen it anywhere else,” he continued. “If we can find a way to market that and put it in a
category where people can see it, I think it’s a no-brainer. As small as the project was, we
started recording their album here, put a video out, and it’s taken off like wildfire in this



small-market area. What happens when we have someone distribute this in a large-market
area? I think that’s the only thing that we have to get from point A to point B right now is
someone that has the belief that we have, to say ‘Hey, throw this on a wall and see if it
sticks’, because if they ever meet them, it will stick.”

The Walker Bros. Held a release party of their debut album on Saturday (March 17)
night in front of a sold-out crowd at the Bernie High School gym. ‘The Walker Bros.
EP’ is available now on iTunes.
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