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DMS Track Has Record-Setting Day

The DMS Track team opened the season at East Prairie on Wednesday afternoon, and
team members broke several records on the day. (From left) MaKayla Waldner,
Melanie McKuin, Karaline Keirsey and Dakota Reynolds broke the school record in the
4x100 and the 4x200 meter relays with the times of :56 and 1:58, respectively. Waldner
also broke the school's triple jump record, which she set last season, with a 33'4" jump.
Thanks to coach Kim Waldner for the photo!
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Bearcats Drop Close Contest At Kennett

By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

KENNETT - The Kennett Indians played host to the Bearcats on Wednesday afternoon;
the 'Cats put their 1-0 record on the line in their first District contest of the season, but
ultimately fell short with a 4-3 Indian victory.

Jordan Miller took to the mound for the 'Cats, lasting 3 and 1/3 innings, with five K's, two
walks, and one earned run. Head coach Brian Becker was pleased with his team's effort
against the Tribe.

"I thought our pitchers did a good job. Jordan Miller went out there and got off to a very
good start. He threw strikes, but got in a little bit of trouble in the fourth, so I put [Brad]
Potts in. Brad was able to get a few strikeouts to get us out of the inning," Becker said.
"The next inning, he struggled a little bit, so [Alex] Cliff came in the last inning. He got
the first two outs, walked a guy, and then their number two hitter, Smith, hit a ball just
down the third base line and a kid scored from first base - that sealed the deal for them
there."

Potts, in one and 2/3 innings of work, struck out three, walked two, and gave up two
earned runs. Cliff, who picked up the loss, walked one and gave up one earned run.

The Bearcats did an excellent job of keeping Adam Grantham in check at the plate; the
senior has already signed to play for the NCAA Division I Arkansas State University Red
Wolves next season.

"Grantham is a good ball player; we held him in check for the most part," Becker noted.
"The only hit he had on us was against a drawn-in infield; they had a runner on third late
in the game, and we had to draw our infield in with less than two outs. He snuck one up
the middle for a base hit and an RBI."
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The Bearcat offense was limited in the contest, with no players coming up with multiple
hits at the plate. Becker credited the Tribe's pitching staff for the low production.

"Offensively, we're just not swinging the bat well right now. You have to credit a lot of
that to Kennett's pitching; Lockhart started, threw the first three innings, and then
Grantham came in for the final four," he said. "We were able to scratch a few runs off
Grantham, but he's a great pitcher. D.J. [Dowdy] was able to come through with a base hit
there in the second, and Overall put down a squeeze bunt to tie the game in the sixth, but
we just never could push that final run across in the last two innings."

The Bearcats stand at 1-1 on the season heading into another District 1 matchup with
Doniphan on Friday. Becker indicated junior Logan Northern would be on the mound for
the Bearcats. First pitch is scheduled for 4:00 p.m.
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DHS Tennis Opens Season Thursday

By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

The DHS Tennis team has been hard at work preparing for the upcoming season; the
Bearcats advanced one player to State last season, and are extremely young in 2012.

Head coach Leanne Dooley noted the double-edged sword of youth on her squad; she
doesn't have much experience coming back, but will only lose two players (one with no
experience on the Varsity level) to graduation this year.

"I've got three experienced Varsity players returning; the bottom part of the Varsity will
be kids that played JV last year and have little to no Varsity experience," Dooley said. "I
only had two seniors last year, and we only have two seniors this year: Tyler Miller and
Dalton Putnam, who played baseball until this year. I've got a couple juniors who are
showing great promise; Kyle Willis played on varsity all season last year."

Miller, the lone returning senior and a 2011 State qualifier, is expected to be the Number
One player this spring. Dooley noted that there was still some speculation on the team's
doubles pairings for the year.

"Tyler will be my one, Sam Ward my two, and Kyle [Willis] my three; I don't see that
changing," she said. "We haven't decided what we're going to do on doubles yet - three
games out of the match have to be doubles, and I've only got one solid set of doubles in
Tyler and Sam. It may not stay that way, and I might just let them play with who they
want to pay with. It will make them happier, but they won't win as much. We'll have to
wait and see - we have a long way to go and a short time to get there."

Dooley noted that
two of the Bearcats'
tougher opponents, Kennett and Charleston, were unable to field teams this season. The
'Cats have a nine day layoff in April, but were able to fill the other hole with an additional
match against the Sikeston Bulldogs on May 1. The Bearcats also picked up Notre Dame
as an annual opponent, after facing them twice last season.
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"We picked up Notre Dame this year; we played them twice last year and beat them, but
their program is just starting out," she said. "They have beautiful facilities and a
wonderful coach, so they'll come along fast. I like going over there and playing - I like
their coach and the way he teaches the game."

The Bearcats are set to open the 2012 season on Thursday (March 22) afternoon, when
they host the Poplar Bluff Mules in a JV and Varsity match. Things are set to get
underway with doubles matches at 4:00 p.m., and singles matches immediately following.

Click here to download the 2012 Tennis schedule.

Photos above:
Top: Tyler Miller returns a serve during practice on Monday afternoon.  The senior
looks to return to the MSHSAA State Tournament in 2012.
Bottom: Joseph Greer (left) and Dalton Putnam (right) learn proper technique from
assistant coach Roy Dooley.  
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Lady 'Cats Win Big In 'Hits For Hope' Game

By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

The DMS Lady Bearcats continued their winning ways on the volleyball court Tuesday
night. Both squads recorded victories over the Bernie Mules in the annual 'Hits for Hope'
fundraiser, with all proceeds going to 18 FORE Life.

The seventh grade squad had a tough test in their match; they were forced to go to three
sets for the first time this season. Head coach Melissa Hahn - who was also in her first
three-set matchup as a coach - was proud of her team's effort in the high-pressure
situation.

"That was tough; it was tough for me, because I've never been to three sets as a coach.
They pulled it out and I was proud of them for that," she said. "It was good for them to see
that pressure, so we could find out how they would do. I wasn't thrilled with the second
set; we got down and it took us a while to get back up, and we need to work on that. The
seventh grade also needs to work on serve-receive. Our girls have relied on their serving
in the last few games, but there were times that they weren't ready for it to come back
over."

The seventh graders posted 25-7 wins in the first and third sets, with Bernie taking the
second set 18-25. Ashlyn Wyman and Lexi May led the way with 12 and eight point
rallies for the Lady 'Cats.

In the eighth grade contest, the Lady 'Cats cruised to 25-10 and 25-4 victories. Ashlyn
Werneck and Julia Hahn both posted seven serve rallies for the Lady 'Cats in the second
set.

"I was extremely pleased; the girls I put out on the court communicated well. When it
came back over, when had a pass-set-hit most of the time," Hahn said of the eighth grade
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squad. "I think they had good chemistry, and I was proud of their intensity. Our serves
were on, they were talking on the floor."

"We finally got Julia Hahn hitting the ball hard - she had some awesome hits and I was
proud of that," she continued. "Ashlyn Werneck had great serves all night, and she had a
couple great hits as well."

Despite the lopsided score, Hahn was quick to give the Lady Mules credit for their skill.

"I've got to give Bernie credit; the score was not reflective of how that game was. There
were some rallies that we wound up on top of that really helped us," Hahn said. "Bernie
brought a great team over, they had some awesome servers and good hitters. We have to
stay fired up; next week we have the Bernie Tournament, and we'll see them there and
again in the County Tournament."

The Lady 'Cats will be back in action on Thursday night, when they hit the road to take on
Advance. The seventh grade squad is scheduled to get things underway at 6:00 p.m.
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'Cats Thump Green Wave In Season Opener

By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

The Dexter Bearcats opened the 2012 season with a bang on Tuesday afternoon,
capitalizing on a five RBI effort from Chase Young in an 11-4 victory over the Malden
Green Wave.

With runners on first and second, Young stepped to the plate with a 9-6 lead in the bottom
of the sixth. After falling 1-2, Young fouled off seven straight pitches and finally shot a
drive into left-center for his fourth and fifth RBI's on the day.

"The at-bat by Chase Young in the end was incredible. He fouled off about seven really
good pitches, and then shot the ball out there to left field," head coach Brian Becker said
of his shortstop. "You tip your hat to their pitcher; you know he had to be frustrated, but
sometimes you just have to tip your hat to the guy that comes out on top."

"That's why he's in the three hole; he's going to come up a lot of times with runners on
base, and he's a really good hitter," he continued. "I think people know that about him;
he's just a real good ball player."

Becker was pleased with the win, but noted a pair of fielding errors midway through the
contest as key areas that needed improvement.

"It wasn't pretty at all, but any time you can start the season 1-0 and not 0-1, it's a good
start," he said. "We saw a lot of positive things and a lot of negative things, but that's the
way the first game looks a lot of times. We had some opportunities early in the game to
break it open and we didn't get the job done, but later in the game we had some big hits by
Chase [Young] and Jordan [Miller]."

The game was tied at 1-1 after the first inning; solid pitching by starter Owen Flowers (2
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2/3 IP, 3 K, 3 BB, 3 ER) gave the 'Cats a chance to take the lead in the bottom of the
second. Josh Overall came up with a leadoff single before Owen Flowers was able to
make it to second on a fielding error. Logan Northern was thrown out at home on a
fielder's choice, but not before Overall and Flowers both crossed the plate. Young's one
out double drove Cody Neldon home to give the 'Cats a 4-2 lead.

The
Green
Wave were able to tie the game at 4-4 in the third, but Overall (4 1/3 IP, 7 K, 2 BB, 0 ER)
was rotated from second base to the mound with two down and got the 'Cats out of the
inning without allowing another run to score.

Flowers started a perfect 4-6-3 double play in the fifth inning to give the 'Cats some
momentum heading into the bottom of the fifth. With the bases loaded, Jordan Miller
picked up his first hit of the day - a bases-clearing double - to increase Dexter's lead to 9-4
lead.

"Jordan started out the game not-so-hot; he made a couple boo-boo's on defense, and
didn't have very good at bats early in the game. He stepped up there in the end and got a
big hit for us, and that's what we need," Becker said. "Guys are going to struggle, and
when they do, they've got to push that aside and keep plugging along. He did a good job
of stepping up for us there late in the game."

Becker was impressed with the efforts of both his pitchers in the contest; it was Overall's
first time on the field since missing the majority of last season after shoulder surgery.

"Josh did a heck of a job. He came in and threw strikes, and Coach Pixley told him after
the game that it could very well be the first time he's pitched and not hit somebody,"
Becker said, laughing. "[It was his] first game back; I thought he did a good job, and I
thought Owen did a good job as well. [Owen] had trouble hitting his spots there in the
third inning, but overall I thought both pitchers did a good job."

The Bearcats will be back in action Wednesday (March 21) afternoon when they head to
Kennett in the first Class 3, District 1 contest of the season. The Indians made a deep run
into the playoffs last season after downing Dexter in the District Championship game.

"Any time you go down to Kennett, it's going to be tough. Whenever they have a team
like they have this year, it's doubly tough," Becker said. "They lost a few, but they have a
lot of kids back from last year's team, and you know going down there that they'll be hard
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to handle. We're going to go down there and do our best, and we'll see what we can do."

The game is set to get underway at 4:00 p.m.; Jordan Miller is expected to get the start for
the Bearcats.
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