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Mules Pick Up SCAA Win Over Richland

Mules Pick Up SCAA Win Over Richland
By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

BERNIE - The Bernie Mules and Richland Rebels met in a clash of SCAA teams on
Tuesday night. Despite recent adversity, the Mules were able to pull off lopsided victories
in both the JV and Varsity contests.

In the two quarters of JV action, the Mules shut out the Rebels with a 44-0 final score.
Brad Freed paced the Mules with 13 points, and Matt Vernon netted 10.

In Varsity play, the Rebels kept the contest close in the opening frame. Jesse Barnes
dropped in four points for Richland before the Mules unleashed a barrage of three
pointers to take a 15-10 lead after the first.

Troy Kirkpatrick exploded for 16 of Bernie's 21 points in the second quarter. A three
point play from Nick Daniels sparked the Rebels to their most productive frame of the
contest, but the Mules carried a 36-23 lead into halftime.

Sam Turner had a solid effort in the third quarter, netting seven of Bernie's 26 pointsin
the frame. Vernon, seeing some time on the floor with the 'big boys, knocked down atrey
late in the third to help the Mules to a 62-29 lead.

Each team's offense in the fourth quarter was handled by one player; Richland's Richard
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Forshee, who was effectively shut down by Bernie all night, dropped in five pointsin the
frame. A bucket from Turner was all Bernie had in the fourth, but their big lead early
hel ped them seal alopsided 64-34 victory.

“We played hard tonight. | think we tried to do what we' ve been working on especialy in
the 2nd half," Bernie head coach Brad Botsch said. "Our defensive focus was better, and
we rebounded better than we had been. Our young kids stepped up and scored for us and
hopefully they’ll continue to build confidence.”

The Muleswill be back in action on Friday night, when they host the state-ranked
Sikeston Bulldogs. The JV is set to get things underway with a 6:00 p.m. tipoff.

Photo Above: Sam Turner puts up a shot during Bernie's SCAA Tournament contest
with Advance in the Bearcat Event Center (SMT file photo).
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Bearcat Boys Struggle In Tuesday Nightcap

Bearcat Boys Struggle In Tuesday Nightcap
By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

The Bearcats and Mules met in the nightcap of Tuesday's four-game basketball
extravaganza; the 'Cats really struggled to get anything going in the game, and dropped
their second straight game with a 52-28 final score.

The 'Cats were held to afree throw by Jake L ee and offensive rebound and stickback from
Tyler Miller in the first quarter, while Poplar Bluff put together a pair of 6-0 runsto take a
12-3 lead heading into the second.

The 'Cats were again held to single-digits in the second quarter; Brad Potts picked up his
first bucket of the evening late in the frame to send the 'Cats into the locker room down
21-9 at halftime.
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Miller knocked down back-to-back threes midway through the third quarter in what
appeared to be an offensive resurgence by the 'Cats, but Tyheim Towns answered with
two threes of his own. The Mules held acommanding 38-19 lead heading into the final
eight minutes of play.

Poplar Bluff held the Bearcats to just nine pointsin the fourth quarter to seal a 52-28
SEMO Conference win. DHS head coach Rob Nichols noted turnovers and an abysmal
first half were key in the loss.

"They beat usin every aspect of the game. They killed us on the glass, and we turned the
ball over too much. In the first half, we didn't get many shots," avisibly upset Nichols
said after the game. "We didn't make many shots, but we also didn't take many. They just
beat us in every aspect of the game; there's not one thing | thought we did better than
them tonight."

The Bearcats were without the services of junior Chase Y oung in the contest; the Bearcat
point guard will be sitting out the rest of the season due to patellar tendonitisin both



knees.

"I'm not worried about our depth,” Nichols said of Y oung's absence. "The kids we have
are capable of playing and getting the job done, we just have to come and do it. Tonight
we didn't do that."

The Bearcats will be back in action on Friday night, when they host Cape Central for
Senior Night.

"They're agood team, alot of size," Nichols said of the Tigers. "[If] we play like we did
tonight, we aren't going to show too well. We'll have to play much, much better. We have
three seniors, and it's their last time to play here, so hopefully we'll come out and have a
good effort."

Tipoff isset for Friday (Feb. 17) at 6:00 p.m. from the Bearcat Event Center.
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LBB Holds Off Late Surge By Mules
By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Soorts Editor

For the second time in the 2011-2012 campaign, the Dexter Lady Bearcats and Poplar
Bluff Lady Mules faced off in a SEMO Conference showdown. LBB picked up its second
win of the season against the Mules with a 70-59 decision at the Bearcat Event Center on
Tuesday night.

The Mules gave the 'Cats a scare afew times in the second half, and pulled within four
points in the fourth quarter, but coach Chad Allen's squad fought back to their 10 point
lead each time.

"This was definitely a game of runs; we would make a big run, and then they'd make arun
right back," Allen said. "Poplar Bluff is definitely a good basketball team, and they've
been playing really well here of late. Coach Chronister always does a tremendous job with
those girls, and I'm glad our girls kept fighting hard until the end.”

The Lady 'Cats utilized a strong full-court press and quick transition offense throughout
the contest to seal the win. Allen noted his team's recent struggles with ‘easy' shots, but
was proud of histeam's grit late in the game.

"We wanted to make it atransition game; | feel like [Poplar Bluff is] more of a half-court
offensive team this year. We wanted to try to play our game and get up and down the
floor, and they did a good job of that tonight,” he said. "We missed alot of 'bunnies under
the basket, but we'll have games like that occasionally. If we hit those shots, it makes us
better offensively, but it also helps usto be able to get back in our defense. | don't know
what we shot from the field; I'm just glad they kept battling throughout the game."

The Lady Bearcats have played much improved defense of late, and did a good job of
shutting down Danielle Farmer - who burned the 'Cats from the perimeter in their earlier
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meeting - and Marissa Webb, Bluff's leading scorer and inside threat.

"I thought we did areally good job of containing Webb. She's always going to score her
points, but we did a good job of trying to clog up that middie making her drive," Allen
said. "We also did agood job on Farmer; last time we played them, she hit four or five
threes against us. We played pretty good defensively tonight."

The Lady 'Cats rode a 16-8 lead into the second quarter, when Mollie Whitehead knocked
down back-to-back threesto give them a 30-15 lead. The Mules rattled off five
unanswered points to close out the first half and trail 30-20 at halftime.
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pulled down several key defensive reboundsin the third to stall Poplar Bluff runs; Paige
Patterson’s three point play at the 2:00 mark gave the 'Cats a45-31 lead. Farmer
completed athree point play and hit athree for the Mules in the last minute of the frame
to cut LBB's lead to 49-39 heading into the fourth quarter.

A jumper from Webb at the 4:30 mark pulled the Mules within six pointsin the fourth
quarter, but steals from Whitehead and Katelynn Frazier let to points for the Lady 'Cats.
Dexter built back to a 10 point lead thanks to great assists by Hannah Noe (11 total assists
in the game) to Whitehead and Harris. Whitehead was called for a charge and fouled out
at the 2:50 mark; the Lady 'Cats continued to battle and rattled off four unanswered points
in the last 45 seconds of the game to edge their margin of victory to 11 points.

Allen noted the importance of the SEMO Conference win, as well as the difficulty of the
conference this season.

"Our conference is really tough; we have some of the toughest teams in Southeast
Missouri,” he said. "I'm proud of the girls for battling back after losing two gamesin the
conference and winning this game tonight. Bluff was first in conference coming into this
game; now they are tied with Jackson for first, and we are tied with Notre Dame for
second.”

The Lady 'Cats will be back in action on Thursday (Feb. 17) night, when they close out
the regular season at Twin Rivers. The contest is set to get underway at 6:00 p.m.
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LBB Postponed Due To Weather

LBB Postponed Due To Weather
By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

For the last several weeks, the weather hasn't been typical of a Missouri Winter - there has
been little to no snowfall or ice, and the temperatures have usually been above 45 degrees.

'‘Old Man Winter' has finally decided to rear his ugly head today, and snow is already
beginning to fall.

According to DHS Athletic Director Chuck Powers, tonight's Lady Bearcat Basketball
game against the Poplar Bluff Lady Mules has been postponed due to inclement weather
conditions across the area.
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Luckily, the Boys basketball team has a game scheduled with Poplar Bluff on Tuesday
night, so schedules won't be thrown too far out of whack.

Bearcat basketball fans will be treated to four games tomorrow night, weather permitting:

e 4:00 p.m. - JV Girls
e 5:15p.m. - JV Boys
e 6:30 p.m. - Varsity Girls
e 8:00 p.m. - Varsity Boys

Make sure to get to the BEC tomorrow evening to support the Bearcats as they take on the
Poplar Bluff Mules!
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Sailfish Split Doubleheader With Flagler

JUPITER, Fla.- After Friday's series opener was washed out due to heavy rain fal, the
Palm Beach Atlantic University and Flagler College baseball teams got together for a
breezy but beautiful Saturday afternoon of action at the Roger Dean Complex. After a
masterful complete game effort by senior right-hander Logan Thomas led the Sailfishto a
6-1 win in the opener, the Saints turned around and claimed a series split by holding off a
late PBA rally in earning a 4-3 win in game two.

The double-header split leaves Palm Beach Atlantic with a4-2 record while Flagler sits at
3-3inthe early going of the 2012 season.

Game One

Thomas (1-0) was simply dazzling on Saturday, allowing only a solo homerun in the ninth
inning as he tallied his first complete game of the season while narrowly missing out on a
shutout effort.

He would finish with five strikeouts while allowing only five hits as the Melbourne,
Florida native gave his team and bullpen a shot in the arm with a nine inning pitching
effort.

The Sailfish would put together the game's first rally in a scoreless game in the bottom of
the third inning when aleadoff infield single by Ethan Perlawas backed up by awalk to
Matt Perkowski. A walk to Luis Mgiawould later follow and then two-run single by
Travis Murray.

Mejiawould then attempt a steal of third base later in the frame as awild throw by the
Flagler catcher allowed him to trot home for a 3-0 Sailfish lead.

The Fish added a single run in the fourth on a RBI groundout from Perkwoski while two
more insurance runs came in to score in the sixth, first on an Ethan Perlafielder's choice
and another on a Cody Higgins sacrifice fly.

Thomas armor would be slightly dented in the ninth as FC catcher Kyle Foti launched a
solo homerun to break up the shutout bid.

PBA finished with 11 hitsin the game including a 3-for-3 performance by first-baseman



Johnny Cole and a 2-for-4 game by Murray and Perla.

Flagler's Jonathan Armold (1-1) took the loss by going four innings while allowing five
hits and four runs.

Freshman reliever Danny Brown was solid in relief for the Saints as he tossed four
innings while allowing two earned runs.

Game Two

Sending T.J. Harbuck to the mound for game two, the Sailfish and associate head coach
Kent Bottenfield were hoping for arepeat performance of last week's efforts that saw the
Ormond Beach, Florida native go a strong 6.1 innings of work in a4-0 Sailfish win.

Although Harbuck wouldn't have quite the same stuff as last week's efforts against
Warner University, he did pitch admirably as he exited Saturday's game by allowing three
runs (one earned) and seven hits over five innings of work.

Flagler pushed across single runsin the second, third, and fifth innings. Jay Laurienzo
delivered arun-scoring double in the second inning to push across the first run for Flagler
followed by another run coming in to score in the Saints third inning on a PBA error.

The Saints increased their lead to 3-0 when another PBA error in the fifth inning allowed
Foti to come around to score.

Following a scoreless inning of work by PBA reliever Nic Kovacs, the offense would
look to get on track for Palm Beach Atlantic.

After starter Micah Kellogg had fooled the PBA hitters to the tune of just two hits through
five innings, the Sailfish bats came alive in the bottom of the sixth asthey received a big
one-out, two-run double from Luis Mgjiato cut the lead to 3-2 while Murray added in a
groundout to score Megjia one batter |ater for the 3-3 tie.

The Fish opted to insert closer Algjandro De Moya in the tie game only to see the Saints
push across the go-ahead run in the top of the seventh that began with aleadoff walk.
Nate Fudala drew the free pass and came in to score afew batters later when Foti singled
through the left-side.

The Fish would put two runners on in the bottom the seventh however FC closer Max



Rusch would close the door by retiring Perkowks on aliner to right to end the game.
Rusch improves to 1-0 on the season while De Moya drops to 1-1.

Flagler's Brett Moreland finished 3-for-4 in game two to lead the Saints nine-hit effort
while PBA registered six total hitsincluding one each by six different players. Mgjiahad

two runsdrivenin.

Kellogg was solid for the Saints before being relieved in the sixth as he went 5.1 innings
while alowing only five hits and three runs. He walked none and struck out five batters.

The Sailfish return to action on Tuesday, February 14th when they will battle Northwood

University at 2:30 pm in West Palm Beach. The game will take place at Northwood
however Palm Beach Atlantic will be the home team.
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