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'No' Is Still Not an Energy Policy

By Jo Ann Emerson
Not many of the policies coming out of the White House make a whole lot of sense these
days, but the Obama Administration’s decision to block a major new pipeline of oil from
Canada to the United States runs counter to our economic interests, our energy policy and
our national security.

The Keystone XL pipeline would supply crude oil from the Alberta tar sands to American
refineries in Port Arthur, Texas.  Construction of the pipeline would be a $7 billion boon
to the Midwest economy, creating 18,000 jobs or more.  And the steady supply of oil
would mean millions of barrels less in imports from OPEC countries in the Mid-East,
where political tensions send shock waves through the energy markets every single year.

If we are going to put an end to the annual price spikes in gasoline and everything else on
the store shelves in America, we must find stable supplies from our own continent.  This
administration has made no secret of its ambitions to move to a clean, green energy
economy.
 
By denying the application for the Keystone XL pipeline, however, the president is
adopting a policy that will cost manufacturing, agriculture and consumers dearly in the
years to come.  When given the opportunity to capture more of the world’s oil supply,
President Obama is saying “no,” and “no” is not an energy policy.
His decision goes against the advice of the president’s own Jobs Council.  Days before the
decision to put an end to the Keystone XL pipeline, the Jobs Council reported that
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denying permits for energy projects “could threaten the development of some energy
projects, negatively impact jobs and weaken our energy infrastructure need to be
addressed.”

By ignoring his own Jobs Council, President Obama is siding with a community of
environmental extremists who want to put an end to the energy economy in the United
States – and he is siding against American users of energy: factories in Southern Missouri,
truckers throughout the Midwest, farmers and ranchers who supply our nation with safe
and affordable food, and families in rural America who travel miles more to work and to
school each day than our counterparts in urban areas.

Our economy will not always run on oil, and I hope one day we can say we have
completely broken our oil dependence, but it will take years of planning and smart
policies to get there.  Stopping a major infusion of oil and energy jobs into the American
economy is a foolhardy wager that American energy independence is just around the
corner, requiring no extra effort, no planning and no investment.  Again, “no” will not get
the job done.

Permitting the Keystone XL pipeline was an important opportunity for President Obama
to prove he is working in the national economic interest.  As demonstrated by the
regulations coming out of the EPA, the effort to implement a Cap-and-Trade carbon tax
and the Affordable Care Act, we do not have the leadership necessary to provide the basic
infrastructure we need in our national economy.

To the small businesses, producers and families throughout Southern Missouri, setting
priorities is not a complicated task.  We need good jobs, strong transportation corridors,
opportunity to innovate and the individual freedom to create new prosperity with our own
hard work.  All these things depend on energy.  I wish our president could see things so
clearly.

Jo Ann Emerson of Cape Girardeau represents the Eighth District of Missouri in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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One More Job

By Jo Ann Emerson

Our congressional district is home to thousands of large and, mostly, small businesses.  Some are farm and ranch partnerships,
some are retail establishments, some are restaurants, some are hospitals and some are value-added manufacturing outfits.  We
have industrial sectors from A for agriculture to Z for zinc where Missourians are gainfully employed at good stable jobs.  Small

businesses employ more than half of our workforce locally and nationally.

For our economy to grow, we need to create more jobs and expand opportunity.  If just half of our employers in the congressional
district decided to expand by one employee, we could easily add 1,500 jobs to the workforce.

I’m asking each business in Southern Missouri to consider what it would take to create one more job and to let me know.  As we
work together to create a dynamic economy that creates more opportunity, the goal is to take advantage of the incredible
workforce, the unparalleled quality of life, and the beautiful surroundings of Southern Missouri.  With a jobs economy to match,
we can continue to lead the state, the nation and the world in innovative areas of technology, agricultural science and value-added
manufacturing.

Yet there are barriers to growth that prevent our region from achieving its full economic potential.

It is so important that we work together to make the case for economic growth.  With the ideas and feedback from thousands of
Missouri businesses, and even people thinking about starting a business and hiring more workers, we can promote a stronger
economy.
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And building an argument full of real-world examples of how we can create jobs really makes difference.  In the last year, we
have successfully argued against regulations at the Environmental Protection Agency that would have found our rural counties in
violation of air quality standards meant for urban polluters.  We’ve undone federal rules forcing dairy operations to store their
milk in accordance with federal standards for oil.  We’ve passed legislation in the House of Representatives to stop regulations
targeted at boilers, cement manufacturers and the use of forest products.  All of these things have saved real jobs in Southern
Missouri.

I’m sure there are countless more examples of new certainty we can provide to Southern Missouri small businesses.  Many would
be helped by more clarity from the federal tax code.  Others are looking ahead to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act
and realizing it will increase the costs and regulations heaped upon them by the federal bureaucracy.  Still others are concerned
about instability in energy markets and the continued reluctance of America to explore oil and natural gas deposits on our own
soil.

I’m in favor of all of these ideas, but I know there are more areas where we can work together to bring new opportunities to light. 
That’s why I’m listening and my door is always open.  I’ve heard tremendous plans from many in our region with great ideas for
new businesses.  We’ll bring more jobs home from overseas, we’ll create new industries where Missouri and America can be
leaders, and we will restore innovation to industries that have struggled under the burdens placed on their shoulders by the federal
government. 

We’ll create hope and opportunity.  And we need to do as much to promote our Missouri economy as humanly possible.

Jo Ann Emerson of Cape Girardeau represents the Eighth District of Missouri in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Taxes The IRS Doesn’t Even Understand

By Jo Ann Emerson
At the beginning of the New Year our thoughts turn from the happy holidays to more
mundane things, not the least of which is taxes.  Forms start arriving in the mail, folders
of receipts emerge from the filing cabinet, and we commence an annual calculation: Will
we get a refund or will we owe?

Anyone who has attempted to prepare income or business tax forms knows that the
answer to that question can only be discovered with a calculator, an inexhaustible supply
of patience, absolute silence, and several hours to spare.  The process of preparing our
own taxes is more complicated, more frustrating and more time consuming than I think it
has been in all of American history.

Making a mistake can turn a slow process into an even slower one, resulting in fines or
damaged credit or even more expenses.

The federal government doesn’t make it easy.  Changes in the tax code are routinely left
to the last minute.  Special credits require special forms, each one with pages and pages of
instructions, worksheets and tables.  Credits are phased in, phased out, hard to find and
easy to miss.  The Internal Revenue Service provides guidance online, but there are also
private tax preparation services and computer programs to help.
The entire U.S. tax code is 70,000 pages long.  There are 1,175 different tax forms.  The
IRS sends out some 8 billion pieces of mail each year.  And this year, Americans will
pour 6.1 billion long hours and $27.7 billion into preparing their taxes.

Even the Commissioner of the IRS admits to using a tax preparer.

I asked the IRS for a report on how many IRS employees prepare their own tax returns. 
These are the professionals who advise the public on the dustiest corners of the code. 
They are the experts, the staffers at the help desks, and the folks who are supposed to
catch the mistakes any of the rest of us might make.
So, when I got a response from the IRS last month, I was very surprised to learn that 26
percent of IRS employees use a paid tax preparer and 56 percent use tax preparation
computer software.



The short report tells readers that IRS employees are less likely to rely on a paid tax
preparer than the general public (which uses these services in 59 percent of cases).  But
the prevalence of IRS employees who are unwilling or unable to prepare their own tax
returns tells all Americans that the system is too complicated, too unwieldy, and too
inefficient.  I don’t think there is a better case for reform.

Whether you hire a tax preparer, use computer software, or attempt the old method of
paper-and-pen, know that you have plenty of company even within the ranks of IRS
employees.  Also, remember that they are there to help you.  The Taxpayer Advocate can
help answer questions, and throughout the state there will be public events and resources
to assist taxpayers with their 2011 filings.

Take advantage of all the resources at your disposal, prepare your taxes well, and I hope
that at the end of the long calculation there is a little of your own money going back into
your pockets.

Jo Ann Emerson of Cape Girardeau represents the Eighth District of Missouri in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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New Year, New Challenges

By Jo Ann Emerson

We’ve devoured the Thanksgiving turkey, shopped ‘til we dropped, and brought our families together for Christmas. 
Now there’s one more holiday to go in the season as we ring out the old and ring in the New Year.

New Year’s Day is, more than anything, a moment to reflect, to set goals, and to steel ourselves for the year ahead. 
It’s the first moment our children think about going back to start the new semester of school, and for the rest of us to
consider that the balance of winter is still ahead.

In Southern Missouri, there are lots of important resolutions for our congressional district.  It’s imperative that the
Corps of Engineers complete the levee restoration on the Mississippi River.  We need the Small Business
Administration to find worthy opportunities to invest in new ideas, and job creation is on everyone’s mind.  Congress is
beginning in earnest the process of writing a new Farm Bill.  And transportation infrastructure is a leading priority in an
agenda of economic renewal.

Policymakers and the public are tasked with working together to advance these priorities.  On issues ranging far and
wide, from agriculture to telecommunications, from tax reform to national defense, from one end of our economy to
the other, there is much to do.  Employers large and small and families of all sizes depend on the outcomes for their
livelihoods, safety, educations, and opportunities.

Though many noses will be to the grindstone, these will not be quiet months for public discussion.

This will, undoubtedly, be a year dominated by politics.  It is also an important year for elected officials, however, to
make sure the people they represent are heard in our political process.  That means helping constituents get timely,
complete and accurate responses from their government, as well as pressing for completion of all of the people’s
business in our legislative institutions.

We must collectively decide this year if we are going to keep the Affordable Care Act or repeal it, and we must weigh
whether or not we will allow the egregious regulatory efforts of the Environmental Protection Agency to move forward.

Simply pushing back isn’t enough.  Our congressional district, our communities and our country deserve progress on
important issues this year.  Agreement and consensus have become dirty words in Washington, but at the New Year
we can all reflect on the ways in which public officials serving in the public trust should fulfill their duty to the people
they represent.  Only by forging agreement can we clear the path forward for a more competitive tax code, for safer
and better highways and rivers, for ag policy that promotes growth in all sectors of our rural economy, for protections
for our men and women in uniform and for the freedoms of families to hold dear their truest beliefs.

The New Year’s resolutions of a single person can be daunting, but we should all work together to accomplish our
commonsense goals for our nation and its future in 2012.  Happy New Year to you and yours – I hope it is healthy,
safe and (most of all) prosperous.
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Jo Ann Emerson of Cape Girardeau represents the Eighth District of Missouri in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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A Child Is Born

By Jo Ann Emerson

In the Old Testament, the Book of Isaiah says, “For unto us a child is born; unto us a son is given.”  Isaiah’s words
foretold the birth of Christ, and they hold special meaning for all Christians during this blessed season.

But, taken more broadly, the same quote means that we on earth have a responsibility to one another – to be kind, to
be charitable, to be patient and good.  Every child, from its very first moments, is on its way to joining a community –
whether it’s a loving family, one of our Missouri cities, a nation of citizens, or simply taking a rightful place among all of
God’s children.
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The striking statistics about childhood homelessness released this month, then, should give pause to each and every
one of us.  In America today, one in 45 children is homeless: 1.6 million of them, with more than half of that number
under the age of seven.  They sleep in cars at night, they wash up every morning in a gas station bathroom, and they
eat what they can get when they can get it.

These homeless American children have no bed to call their own, they cannot gather around a kitchen table to eat or
do homework, and they don’t know the safety of a home.  As a result, they encounter challenges to their health,
hunger and education.  Some of these kids overcome the odds.  Others find a place at a shelter or a motel room
provided by a charitable organization.  Still others escape homelessness when the parent who has been looking for a
job for months finally finds one. 

But there are others who are not so fortunate over the long run.  They may live in homes where drugs have taken
over the household.  They may suffer from untreated illnesses.  They may be close to giving up hope as they struggle
to keep their families together.  It’s a lot to ask from anyone, let alone a child.

When Missourians contribute to charity, when we donate to food banks, when we volunteer and when we make an
offering through our places of worship – we are getting involved in the young lives at the heart of this problem.

Helping our homeless is not a religious calling, it is a national calling.  Children, veterans, families, the mentally ill – all
make up startling proportions of the homeless population.  We have a responsibility to care.

I realize it is easy to call our obligation to the homeless to mind at Christmas, but really this is a year-round issue for
the nation.  Children are living on the street not just in urban areas – it happens in rural America, too, in every state of
the Union.  Fortunately, in every community, there are organizations using public and private resources to help. 

Wonderful counselors, advocates and caseworkers do a great service to the homeless family that needs a short-term
stipend for a hotel room.  Church volunteers open their doors to serve hot meals to the hungry or to send a bag of
groceries home with a mother who needs to feed her kids some protein.  And good nurses and medical professionals
take it upon themselves to go looking for people who need help; they go into homes where a pregnant mother needs
advice on nutrition as she takes care of her unborn baby.

When we all do a little extra to help those who truly need it the most, then soon enough that pregnant mother gives
birth.  Then, when a child is born, we can all hope for its great opportunity and great things to come.
 

Jo Ann Emerson of Cape Girardeau represents the Eighth District of Missouri in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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