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Lady 'Cats Ranked 6th In Class 4

Lady 'Cats Ranked 6th In Class 4
By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Sports Editor

The Lady Bearcats are on their way to another great season with ayoung team, and the
Missouri Basketball Coaches Association is beginning to take notice.

In the second straight season without a senior starter, the Lady Bearcats are currently
sporting an 11-2 record and are in the middle of a 10 game winning streak. In the most
recent MBCA poll - including games through Jan. 8 - the Lady ‘ Cats earned the No. 6
ranking in the state among Class 4 teams.

Inthe No. 5 dot is Miller Career Academy; MCA handed the Lady ‘ Cats their first lossin
their third game of the season in the Farmington Invitational Tournament. The Phoenix
did exactly what they needed to do in the 50-33 win: they dominated the paint, holding
LBB’s one-two punch of Brittany Harris and Paige Patterson to just nine combined points
and didn’t give the Lady ‘ Cats any uncontested shots on the perimeter.

LBB’s only other loss on the season came at home against the Jackson Lady Indians. The
Lady ‘ Cats held a 23-19 halftime lead against the Tribe, but a second-half offensive surge
proved too much as the Indians took home a 45-38 victory.

Two of the Lady Bearcats most impressive wins have come against the Kennett Lady
Indians, who are ranked No. 4 in Class 3 and sport a 13-2 record. The ‘ Cats handed the
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Tribe both of their losses on the season; a 69-45 contest in the finals of the Lady Royals
Christmas Classic and a 56-26 decision last week in the Bearcat Event Center.

The only other currently ranked team on the Lady ‘ Cats schedule is Meadow Heights,
ranked No. 9in Class 2. The Lady ‘ Cats and Lady Panthers are set to meet on January 31
in the Bearcat Event Center.

For thefull list of State-Ranked teams, click here.
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Leopards Fall To Bucknell, 79-65
EASTON, Pa. - Bucknell used a 9-2 run to start the second half and never looked back,
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winning 79-65 over Lafayette on Saturday afternoon at Kirby Sports Center. Seth
Hinrichs tied his career high with ateam-best 17 points, but it wasn't enough to offset
Mike Muscala's 27-point effort for the Bison.

With 11:15 showing on the first half clock, Muscala misfired on a jumper that Ryan
Willen saved to Tony Johnson on the Leopards baseline. Johnson then found Hinrichsin
transition for athree-pointer, making the score 14-13 in favor of the Bison. Willen's
rebound to spark the basket was the 500th of his career, putting himin aclass of 13
players with 1,000 points and 500 rebounds in their L afayette careers.

Aside from Jim Mower's layup to open the game, Bucknell (13-6, 3-0) controlled the
action in thefirst half, led by Muscal a, the reigning Patriot League Player of the Y ear,
who scored 19 points in the opening 20 minutes. Lafayette (7-11, 2-1) went into the
locker room trailing 34-30 as the team shot 5-0f-8 from beyond the arc, including a pair of
threes from Hinrichs and Levi Giese.

Bucknell scored nine of the first 11 points after halftime to take its largest lead of the
game to that point, 43-32, prompting a L afayette timeout. Mower's drive down the center
of the lane for athree-point play resulted from the timeout, but Joe Willman answered
with an 18-footer on the other end.

Mower's three assisted by Joey Ptasinski at 12:31 cut the deficit to seven (49-42) but
Bucknell wouldn't allow Lafayette to get any closer over the next six minutes of action,
holding at least an eight-point lead for a majority of the stretch.

Trailing by 14, Johnson's corner triple cut the deficit to 66-55 with 5:55 remaining, but
Cameron Ayers connected from outside on the next trip for three of his 11 points to retake
a 14-point lead. As ateam the Bison shot 57 percent from the field and were 14-of-14
from the stripe. Lafayette shot 46 percent in the game, but was outrebounded 34-18.The
Leopards recorded a season-low six turnovers.

Willen and Mower were the other two Lafayette playersin double figures, scoring 14 and
10 points, respectively.

L afayette hits the road on Thursday, when it travels to Worcester, Mass. to play Holy
Cross at 7 p.m. The game will nationally televised on CBS Sports Network (DirecTV 613,
DISH Network 152) and GoL eopards.com will carry an audio-only broadcast.

Click herefor afull breakdown of the game's stats!


http://www.goleopards.com/sports/m-baskbl/stats/2011-2012/lcgame18.html
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Owls Win Wild AMC Contest With Park

PARKVILLE - The Owls held acomfortable lead for most of Saturday's contest, but it
came down to a 10-minute stretch at the end of the game as the William Woods snatched
a61-58 win over Park. Blake French (St. Charles, Mo.) led the charge for WWU, racking
4-of-5 from distance en route to a 14-point outing.

Although the offense took a bit to get rolling, WWU took care of the business on the
defensive end, holding Park to just one field goal in the first ten minutes of the contest to
takea 17-5 lead.

A short cold spell for the Owls allowed Park to narrow the gap to 21-12 with just under
eight to go, but a quick seven-point turn pushed the lead out to 16. Miranda L oesch
(Lohman, Mo.) drew afoul, but missed her second free throw. A charging Andrews
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picked up the offensive rebound and finished off the second-chance possession with a
three from the left wing. The Owlsforced aturnover, and Katie Scherder (Bowling Green,
Mo.) racked atriple to push the WWU lead to 28-12 with 5:40 on the clock.

Park was able to narrow the gap down the stretch, but the Owls took a 32-22 lead into the
halftime break.

Despite apair of quick buckets, both teams got rolling a bit Slowly out of the break, with
the Owls pushing to a41-28 lead with 15:00 to go.

The Pirates stepped into a full-court press, mounting a 19-9 run to pull within three with
just under seven minutes to play. The Owls broke the press with along-range bomb to
Andrews with 6:40, but the Pirates were able to respond and a steal and a fast-break
bucket by Oasha White put Park in front 54-52 with 4:58 to go.

With the Owls trailing for the first time since the first minute of the game, Loesch
responded with ajumper in the lane, but Park racked a bucket on the next possession and
forced a shot clock violation on the Owls' next offensive trip.

With just over two minutes to go, the Owls were able to return the favor and force a shot
clock turnover, with Blake French knocking down a deep trey to put WWU back in front
57-56. Two defensive stops from the Owls wrapped around a transition bucket from
Andrews left Park with no choice to foul, and Ashlee Taylor calmly swished both to put
WWU in front 61-56 with 44 seconds.

Park scored on its next possession and forced a WWU timeout on the inbounds. After the
timeout, the Pirates fouled Andrews before the ball could be put in play to keep time on
the clock.

Although Andrews missed the front end of the bonus, WWU picked up a huge defensive
stop on the Pirate possession. Park fouled Andrews just 0.8 before the clock expired, and
even though Andrews missed the front end of the bonus, the desperation heave was way
off the mark and the Owls held on for the win.

WWU movesto 11-5 on the year, 1-1 in conference play as the Piratesfall to 11-4 and 1-
3in AMC action. The Owls were solid from the floor, shooting at a.418 clip and
recorded a season-best .615 mark from 3-pt range. The Owls held Park to a.411 mark
from the floor and a .375 pace from long range. Aubuchon and Andrews finished in
double-figures for the Owls as well, with 11 and 10 points respectively. Nicole Wilhite



led all scorerswith 15 pointsfor Park, with White adding 12 and Kristian Dodds notching
11.

William Woods is back in action next Thursday night, as they finish out the two-game

road swing at Columbia. Tipoff for the AMC battle between the Cougars and the Owlsis
set for 5:30 p.m.
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High School Boys

Dexter 68. Bernie 61

Cape Central 59, New Madrid County Central 47
Oran 59, St. Vincent 50

Charleston 99, Scout County Central 86
Kennett 73, Senath-Hornersville 49
Delta 74, East Prairie 50

Advance 89, Richland 65

North Pemiscot 72, Southland 38
Holcomb 66, Nedlyville 31

Doniphan 64, Naylor 50

Poplar Bluff 56, Twin Rivers 45
Clearwater 71, Van Buren 54

High School Girls

Poplar Bluff 52, Twin Rivers 29
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Bearcats Win Free Throw Battle; Win 68-61

Bearcats Win Free Throw Battle; Win 68-61
By Andrew Cato, ShowMe Times Soorts Editor

So far this season, when the * Cats have been in a close game that came down to fourth
quarter free throws, they’ve lost.

That wasn'’t the case Friday night in front of a capacity crowd in the Bearcat Event
Center; the ‘ Cats knocked down nine of 11 from the free-throw line to take a 68-61
victory over the Bernie Mules on Homecoming night.

“It'sironic that weiced it away at the free throw line, when we' ve iced many in the other
direction this season,” arelieved Rob Nichols said after the game. “ The kids have learned
from it, and we' ve spent extra time shooting free throws; it becomes a mental thing. They
step up and make afew and we' |l start going the other direction.”

“Any time you play a quality team like Bernie and get awin, you have to feel good about
it,” he added. “Y ou have to play well to beat them, and tonight we played just well
enough to doit.”

Neither team could establish any momentum in the first half; every time the * Cats went on
a scoring run, the Mules quickly followed suit, but it was the Bearcats that took a 28-25
lead into the locker room at halftime.

“It was agame of runs; Bernie had their runs, and we had ours,” Nichols said. “It didn’t
look good at times, but the kids buckled down and found more energy and got it done.”
The *Catstrailed by as many as seven pointsin the second half; a 22 point effort from the
Mulesin the third quarter, aided by a pair of threes from Jake Wagner, saw Bernieto a
47-43 advantage heading into the fourth quarter.

The Mules picked up the Bearcats' usual woes from the charity stripe in the contest,
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shooting a paltry nine of 22 from the line. Head coach Brad Botsch noted it as a key factor
in the loss.

“Wehad jimages/Sports/2012/Basketball/2012.1.13 - Bernie/20120113 IMG_2570.jpg
our

chances. We went up six or seven atime or two, and had opportunities to extend the lead
from the free throw line,” Botsch said. “Dexter did agood job of hanging in there, and we
never could get the real momentum we needed to cushion the lead. When you let good
teams hang around on their home floor, you are asking for trouble, and they stepped up
and outplayed us in the fourth quarter.”

Cody Neldon and Jake Lee, who paced the * Cats with 14 and 19 respective points,
combined for 17 of the Bearcats' 25 fourth quarter pointsin the team’s best offensive
frame of the contest to propel the ‘ Catsto a 68-61 victory over their SCAA rival.

“Cody battled foul trouble all night, and looked frustrated at times, but he does a good job
of breaking defenses down and getting us easy baskets with an assist,” Nichols said.
“That’ swhat he gives us. Jake Lee didn’'t get the ball alot in the first half, but we really
made an effort to get it in to him during the second half, and | think he did a good job of
finishing.”

The Bearcats turned the ball over 17 times in the contest, and seemed to struggle with
Bernie's press from time to time throughout the game. In the second half, however, the
‘Cats were able to use Bernie' s press to their advantage, and picked up several quick
buckets in transition.

“Weturned it over quite abit against their press, but we also found some layups against it
at key points to stop some of their runs,” Nichols commented. “It seems like when we'd
get arebound we'd turn it over after adefensive stops, and that takes the wind out of your
sails. Again, it didn't look good at times, but I'm proud of the kids for coming out,
buckling down, and getting awin.”

“We really felt that we could press them and wear them down because they don’t play
that many kids, but they made some good adjustments and got some easy buckets on us,”
Botsch noted. “We struggled from the free throw line and it really was tough to overcome
the missed opportunities.”

The Bearcats will be in action again on Tuesday, when they hit the road to face the Puxico
Indians. Tipoff is scheduled for 6:00 p.m.



Editor’s Note: The ‘Cats are now a perfect 4-0 in SCAA play, while the Mulesfall to 2-
2 with the loss. Bernie's other conference loss came against the Advance Hornets. Both
teams will eagerly anticipate their seedsin the Stoddard County Tournament, which

will be determined on Saturday morning.
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