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NOVEMBER 30TH 2011 BY STAFF WRITER

MSH Angels Brighten The Holiday

The Christmas season is fast approaching.   For most it is a season of giving.

Many elderly in our community are alone and may not get to be in on the receiving end of
the season.  So each year, Missouri Southern Healthcare puts together an Angel Tree, to
bring joy to those nursing home and residential care residents.

"Our Angel Tree has been going on for nearly 15 years," said Sue Swift, Certified Nurse
Assistant at Missouri Southern Healthcare. "The way it works is that we contact the
nursing homes and residential care centers and ask them for residents who don’t have any
family around."

Swift said the facilities provided the names along with things the named individuals
needed, like clothes in specified sizes; and wanted, like books, candy or for some women,
makeup. 

"We ask for about 10 per facility," she said.

Swift said such individuals might lack a family because the family members have all
moved off, or even all passed away. But whatever the reason, she said, she and co-worker
Jeanette Powell compiled the names, identified them by number and put the numbers on a
paper cutout angel on a Christmas at the ICU/CCU nurses' station.

"This year we had a total of 86," Swift said. The names come from senior care or living
facilities in Malden, Essex, Dexter, Bloomfield and Puxico.
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The angels remain on the tree until someone from the hospital or community “adopts” an
angel and purchases the desired items listed on the front of the angel.   The person who
adopts the angel then wraps the items and labels them with the appropriate number of the
adopted angel. 

"It's totally anonymous," Swift said, "And it's not just the hospital staff that adopts. "We
welcome members of the community to come in, also."

If you are interested in “adopting” an angel, you may stop by Missouri Southern
Healthcare and do so. 

Once all gifts have been received for the Angels, Swift and Powell divide up the gifts and
deliver them to the various facilities. 

The goal is to have all the gifts delivered before the given facility holds its Christmas
party. 

"That way they will be able to get something at the party," Swift said.

In addition, she continued, the facility holds a gift or two back for presentation on
Christmas Day. 

"That way they get to have a Christmas even though they may not have a family to get it
for them," Swift said. "And they deserve it. These are the neediest in our community.

"And since they served us, when we were young, it's time for us to serve them."

Families, individuals or groups who would like to adopt an Angel from the tree at
Missouri Southern Healthcare may do so by visiting the medical center by Dec. 12. Just
ask a Auxiliary member at the front desk about "adopting a Christmas angel."
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Early Snow Blankets Area; Closes Schools

SMT News Report

Did we really think we would wake up to a winter wonderland? Just days after Thanksgiving? But a front moved into Southeast
Missouri on Monday and left behind a blanket of snow, sloppy roadways, and a bevy of schools that are closed on Tuesday.

The list of schools includes

Bernie

Bloomfield

Campbell

Dexter

Dexter Adult Education & GED

Dexter Head Start

Southeast Missouri State University @ Malden, Sikeston & Kennett – Delay 3 hours

Richland

Risco

Stoddard County ARC

Three Rivers College – Delay 2 hours

The National Weather Service forecast for Tuesday calls for rain, possibily mixed with more snow before noon, this a slight
chance of rain. The high Tuesday will be 41.

Tuesday night should be clear with a low around 26. The forecast for Wednesday calls for sunshine to return with a high near 44.
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Patrol To Conduct Checkpoint, Saturation In Area

POPLAR BLUFF - Captain George E. Ridens, commanding officer of Troop E of the Missouri State Highway Patrol, announced
that during the month of December 2011,  the Patrol will conduct a sobriety checkpoint and a driving while intoxicated saturation
in the region.

The sobriety checkpoint will be in Butler County, and the saturation will be in Butler, Cape Girardeau, Scott, Stoddard, Dunklin,
Pemiscot, and New Madrid counties.  The operation will be conducted by the Missouri State Highway Patrol in cooperation with
other local area law enforcement agencies.

The checkpoint is a static operation on a specific highway that is designed to check every driver to ensure they are sober.  The
driving while intoxicated saturation is a mobile operation in which troopers saturate a specific area in an effort to arrest
intoxicated drivers. 
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The Missouri State Highway Patrol urges all citizens to report any vehicle they observe operating in a careless manner.  The
public can contact the Highway Patrol toll-free at 1-800-525-5555 or on their cellular phone at *55.
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Missouri Deer Harvest Tops Last Year

JEFFERSON CITY – Hunters checked 190,089 deer during Missouri’s 11-day November
firearms deer hunt, slightly surpassing last year’s figure despite a slow start on opening
weekend.

Extremely windy weather, combined with reduced deer populations in some areas,
dropped the opening-weekend harvest 10,000 below the 2010 figure. Hunters persevered,
however, and more than made up lost ground in the following nine days of the November
hunt. In the end, they harvested 1,884 more than last year, a 1-percent increase.
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Top harvest counties were Howell with 3,483 deer checked, Macon with 3,393 and Texas
with 3,284. The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) recorded six firearms-
related deer-hunting accidents during the November hunt, down from nine last year.

MDC Resource Scientist Jason Sumners said changes to hunting regulations over the past
20 years are responsible for producing more large-antlered deer.

Sumners noted that in 2003, antlered deer made up 37 percent of the November firearms
deer harvest. Last year, 40 percent of the harvest consisted of antlered deer. This year, the
figure was 43 percent. This narrowing of the gap between doe and buck harvest began
with implementation of the four-point rule for antlered deer in 2004.

MDC Director Bob Ziehmer hailed this year’s deer harvest numbers as good news for all
Missourians.

“A robust firearms deer harvest is proof of a healthy deer herd that benefits all
Missourians, whether they hunt or not,” said Ziehmer. “Resident deer hunters and a
significant number of hunters from out of state spend approximately $700 million on their
sport. That spending generates more than $1 billion in business activity. In all, deer
hunting supports 11,000 Missouri jobs. In these economic times, that’s a big boost to the
state’s economy.”
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Flags Flown At Half-Mast To Honor Burnett

American and Missouri state flags will fly at half-staff across the ShowMe State tomorrow (Saturday) to honor an area
soldier who died in Afghanistan.

Gov. Jay Nixon ordered that flags at government buildings in all 114 counties and the city of St. Louis be flown at half-
staff on Saturday to honor 21-year-old Spc. James Roland Burnett Jr. He died Nov. 16 when his unit was attacked with
an improvised explosive device in Kandahar province, Afghanistan. 

The governor also ordered the flags at all state buildings in Wayne County be flown at half-staff from Nov. 27 to Dec. 2.

Burnett will be buried Saturday in Lowndes in Wayne County.

Specialist Burnett's father and stepmother live in Brownwood. 

U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson recently expressed her sympathies to Specialist Burnett family and friends.

"I received this sad news with a heavy heart, and my deepest sympathies are with his family," Emerson said. "Specialist
Burnett's deep roots in Brownwood and Stoddard County make this a devastating loss for many, many people in our
community. Clearly, this young man understood the importance of his service to our nation, and the prayers of all grateful
Americans should be him and his family now."
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