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Dorton's Bearcat Labor Of Love

By Kim Lacy, SMT Contributing Writer

If you’ve spent many night at Charles Bland Stadium watching the Dexter Bearcats battle
on the Gridiron, odds are you’ve seen Brett Dorton around - lugging his laptop and printer
into the press box, goofy socks and young son, Carter, in tow.

Brett, the Vice President of First Commercial Bank, is a model of volunteerism. He’s
never been offered the ‘gig’ formally; in fact, he never even meant to get caught up in it,
but for the last 16 years, he has worked tirelessly, season after season, to bring the DHS
coaching staff and local media outlets the most up-to-date stats on the Bearcats.

"I had just started hanging out with Alan Hedrick back in 1995, and he was keeping the
stats for the Bearcat football team,” Dorton recalled. “His spotter could not make it to the
game that night and Alan asked me to fill in...sixteen seasons later, I am still there and
have loved every minute of it."

"At first we kept the stats just like everybody else did....on the sidelines, with a clipboard,
keeping the stats by hand.  After the game we would go to Russell Hedrick's basement
and put the stats into an Excel spreadsheet, and then at about 1:00 A.M., we would drive
around and put the stats in the mailboxes of the coaches and the newspaper."

Keeping stats by hand worked for many years - and still does - before advances in
technology, but Dorton and Hedrick were both convinced there had to be an easier, more

/blog.php?Id=uhif&PostId=uknt
/blog.php?Id=uhif&PostId=ukl3
javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')


efficient way of doing it.

"We were convinced that there had to be a ‘better way’,” Dorton said.  “Alan has always
been very technology driven, and determined to find a way for automation to make a job
easier.  He did some research on the internet, and eventually found a computer statistics
program from Sydex Sports.  Instantly, we knew that this was the path that we needed to
be going down."

Dorton undertook the task of learning the software, which he noted wasn’t an easy thing
to do, and the current method of keeping stats for the Bearcats was born.

 "Twelve years ago, we began keeping the stats using the Sydex program, and honestly, I
did not get to see much of the football games that year,” Dorton said, laughing.  “Between
learning to use the new program, the fact that it was DOS based, and the old, slow laptop
that we had - I was always putting in the last play while the next one was going on.  Over
the years, the program has been updated several times and we use a much faster computer,
so those problems were short-lived."

The

advantages to doing stats with a computer program became immediately apparent: the
stats team could now provide radio announcers with quarterly stat printouts, as well as
immediately having printouts to give to coaches and members of the press after games
were over. Dorton noted the additional upfront work required with the system, but he
feels the advantages and ease of use far outweigh the additional work.

"Using the computer to keep digital stats does require some additional work upfront:
Inputting the rosters into the system, hauling the equipment around, etc.,” he said. 
“However, the quality of the end product is very much worth it.  Not only are we able to
keep more stats than before, we are able to share them with the press.  Between every
quarter we are able to print out a complete set of stats for the radio announcers.  Then
after the game we share sets with the coaching staff and the newspaper reporters.  We
hope that the statistics we are able to provide them make their jobs a little bit easier."

Dorton is quick to give credit to the rest of the ‘stats team’, and noted that the great work
he does wouldn’t be possible without the help of these people.

"The statistics that we are able to provide today would not be possible without spotters. 
Alan worked with me for several years, but then graduated to the radio broadcast
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with Rob Mayer and Jason Comfort,” Dorton said.  “For the past twelve years, my spotter
has been Denny Putnam, and he does a fantastic job.  You can always rely on Denny to be
there every week.  He has been doing it for so long, he knows the exact order to call out
the information so that I can enter it into the program as quickly as possible.  I couldn't do
it without him. "

With
laptop

computers constantly becoming smaller and more affordable, as well as further advances
to statistics applications, one would think that the vast majority of schools would have
already made the transition to the digital stat game. Dorton points out that this isn’t
necessarily the case.

"There are very few local schools that keep digital stats.  The primary reason is that they
cannot find people willing to make the commitment to be there every week/every year.  In
the past seventeen years, I have only missed about five games.  Home or away, I am
going to be there every week supporting the Bearcats,” he said. “Doing this work for the
Bearcats and their coaching staff is totally a ‘labor of love’.  I have no desire to ever sit in
the stands again." The dedication that Brett has for the team is appreciated very much by
the coaching staff, players and parents.”

 "Although we share the information with several outlets of the media, I am there for the
Dexter Bearcat football program,” Dorton added.  “My primary focus is to provide the
best statistical information possible for the Bearcat coaching staff and their players.  We
could not ask for a better coaching staff for these boys.  It is a privilege to get to provide
this service to them."

Another outstanding opportunity arose for Dorton and his team this season: the ability to
upload stats to MaxPreps via an Apple iPad app.

MaxPreps is the premier high school sports website for high school athletics. College
coaches can access the massive database to gather information on recruits; high school
coaches can use it to keep track of their athlete’s ‘numbers’; sports journalists can use it to
scout teams for upcoming stories. It’s a great tool, and Dorton continues to take advantage
of the latest and greatest technologies to provide this service.

"Every year we try to make improvements,” Dorton said.  “This year we added MaxPreps
iPad app to the statistics so that we can upload the stats to the internet right after the
game.  This way, parents, players, friends and family, and even college coaches can keep
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track of how the 'Cats are performing by simply going to MaxPreps.com."

Brett Dorton continues in his ‘labor of love’ for the Bearcats game in and game out. His
tireless work makes the lives of the Bearcat Coaching staff and local sports reporters far
easier, and he hopes to continue providing this great service for many years to come.

Thank you Brett for all you do!
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