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Girl Scouts Celebrate 100 Y ears; |ssue New Books

Girl Scouts Celebrate 100 Y ears; Issue New Books
By Annabeth Miller, SVIT Editor

As Girl Scouts begin to celebrate 100 years since Juliette Gordon Low founded the organization, they are also celebrating the roll-
out of an all-new collection for girls of all ages.

Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) has devel oped and updated badges aimed at giving girls the skills they need to succeed.

Girls can till earn popular long-time badges such as Cook, Naturalist, and Athlete ? topics as relevant today as they werein 1912
? but now they also have badges such as Product Designer, Digital Movie Maker, Customer Loyalty, and even the Science of
Happiness. And new “Make Your Own” badges at every level give girls the opportunity to explore any interest they choose.

“Girlstold us they want more challenge, and we' ve responded with substantive, focused, fun new badge offerings that will
prepare girls for lifelong success,” said Kathy Cloninger, Chief Executive Officer, Girl Scouts of the USA. “What we need today
are more adult volunteersto help girls bring these leadership experiencesto life.”

Badges now comein categories:

Legacy

Financia Literacy
Cookie Business
Skill-Building
Make Y our Own.

There are also awards such as anew pin called My Promise, My Faith, which helps agirl celebrate what her faith and the Girl
Scout Law have in common.

The new badge portfolio, called The Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting, also complements GSUSA’s National Leadership Journeys,
which help girls explore how to be leadersin their own lives and in the world around them as they take on projects to prevent
bullying, protect the environment, and more.
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The Girl Scout organization has transformed itself in recent years to focus on leadership development for girlsin the 21st century,
and the new badge offerings reflect that transformation.

“The Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting builds the critical thinking, creativity, and entrepreneurship that the next generation of leaders
will need to make the world a better place,” said Cloninger.

The Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting has found immediate, widespread acceptance in the Girl Scouting community. Theinitial press
run of 850,000 copies has al but sold out.

L ocal Response
Girl Scouts of the Missouri Heartland isthe local Girl Scout council for the southeast Missouri area, serving atotal membership
of approximately 16,000 girlsin grades K-12. The council was created from the merger of five legacy councils, including the

Cotton Boll Council which served girlsin seven Southeast Missouri counties.

The new council includes a geographic area that goes from the Mississippi River to include a handful of countiesin Kansas and
Oklahoma, and from the Missouri-Arkansas line noth to Columbia, Jefferson City, and Maoberly.

Pre-ordersfor The Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting resulted in anear sell-out of the first shipment of books received to local Girl
Scout shops.

“We are very excited to see such a positive response about these books,” said Jennifer M. Orban, CEO of Girl Scouts of the

Missouri Heartland, “Volunteers have told us that The Girl’s Guide to Girl Scouting is better than they could have imagined, and
girls have declared them *cool and fun’.”
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Belarus Choir Offers Exhilirating Evening Of Music

Belarus Choir Offers Exhilirating Evening Of Music
By Annabeth Miller, SMT Editor

The Belarus National Christian Choir presented an exhilarating evening of music that was part concert, part worship experience at
First Baptist Church in Dexter.

The evening proved the point that music is a universal language and be savored, cherished, and appreciated whether sung in
English or Russian. The concert program included Belarusian, Russian and English selections; many Belarusian favorites, others
that are favoritesin churchesin America. The choir’srich, full sound filled the FBC Worship Center with majestic, moving
music.

The choir of 17 women and 14 men were accompanied during the evening by a wonderful string ensemble and three exceptional
pianists, al of whom also sang in the choir. An ensemble from the choir also performed on traditional Russian instruments,
including accordian, guitar, and balaaika

Viktor Krutsko, President of the Evangelical Union of Belarus, was spokesman for the group and introduced the music selections
and the choir.

From the very first selection of the evening, you heard the powerful, rich harmonies of the choir and traditional Russian
music.The lavish harmonies blended with splendid melodies for an evening of incredible music, whispered prayers and moving
waorship.

Much of the evening’ s repertoire was in Russian or Belarusian, which only proved that music is an international form of
expression and can be enjoyed and appreciated in any language. It was interesting to note one word sounded the name — whether
in Belarusian, Russian or English. The word is“aleluia.”

During the evening the audience was also treated to selections from the talented string ensemble, awonderful trumpet soloist who
performed a moving medley of Maltbie Babcock’’ straditional hymn “This Is My Father’s World” and the spiritual “He's Got
The Whole World In His Hands.”

In addition, atrio of ladies performed traditional Belarusian folk tunes —what Krutsko called “Belarus Bible — Believing
Bluegrass.” An ensemble of men on traditional Belarusian instruments accompanied the trio.

An ensemble of the men also came forth and performed atraditional American hymn —*“Leaning On The Everlasting Arms’ — by
blowing across bottles. The number was popular with the audience, and the sound they were able to create from simple bottles
filled with different levels of water wasincredible.

The First Baptist Church choir joined the Belarusian guests for two selections, sung in Russian. FBC Music Minister Rich Lee,
who has traveled to Belarus three times and accompanied Belarus choir on its tour, taught the church choir the selections earlier
thisfall. Lee directed the combined choir for the two selections.

“Please pray for your choir,” Krutsko said as the chair settled into the church’s choir loft. “They are going to sing perfect
Russian!”
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L ee a'so conducted the Belarus choir on a moving arrangement of “It Is Well With My Soul” that move the audience to itsfeet in
applause.

The evening of music concluded “American music with Russian words’ —a very thrilling arrangement of “Battle Hymn of the
Republic.”

Formed in 1986, the choir has performed in Eastern Europe, France, Germany and Russia, and is currently making its 5th tour in
the United States.

Belarus National Christian Choir
Dexter First Baptist Church, Oct. 13, 2011
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Real Estate Board Gives To Children's Home

Helping Hand For Children

The Stoddard County Real Estate Board recently made a donation to the Stoddard
County Children’s Home. The Board presented the home with $1000 plus arranged for
a new American flag to be presented by State Senator Rob Mayer at the home. On hand
for the presentations were (front row, from left) Frank Killian, Judi Boyle and Lauren
Mayer of the Children’s Home; Shirley Carney and Jim Tweety of the Stoddard County
Real Estate Board, and Brad Jarrell representing State Senator Mayer; (back row,
from left) Mary Worley, Sherry Burnett, Sue Horn, Audrey Holifield, Kathleen Dover,
Melanie Miller, Jeanie Barker, Jane Flowers, Scott Chesser, Sherry Hubbard, Linda
Collier, and Michele Horton. (SMT photo by Annabeth Miller)
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Cotton Ramble; A Perfect Day For A Ride

The 3rd Annual Cotton Ramble Bicycle Ride was held on October 8, 2011 in Sikeston.
With over 200 bicycle enthusiasts participating in the event, the day was only
complimented by the beautiful sunshine for the ride.

With cotton harvest in full swing, the Cotton Ramble was appropriately named. Starting
in downtown Sikeston, riders had a choice of a 13-mile course, a 26-mile course and a
long 65-mile for the more serious rider.

All participants started the routes at the historic train Depot through a designed course,
passing by shaded, tree-lined streets with majestic homes. Those riders that took the
longer routes traveled along fields of cotton as well as soybeans and corn to Vanduser and
near Bloomfield before returning to the start/finish line.

Organizers of the event had many activities planned for jmages/Blog Images/show/ukfo
participants including festival events, cotton gin tours

and a spaghetti lunch. Random prize drawings were also made available to riders at the
ride completion.

'Ii'h%@r%q@ﬁ healiurlga\graisjpb with this event. Participants were from all over
Southeast Missouri, aswell as many places far beyond. One 65-mile rider from St. Louis

was able to complete the course in alittle over 3 hours.

Other riders from Dexter included Jerry Dorton, Mark Zabelin, Shanan Zabelin, Tracy
Hedrick and Alan Hedrick.

Special Thanksfor Rodney McConnell for the use of his pics from the Cotton Ramble.
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Freeman Shoots To Become Expert

It's not everyday that a girl goes out and becomes an expert marksman. But that's just
what Dexter native Jessica Freeman did last week. Jessicaisan Airman First Class
serving in the U.S. Air Force and is stationed at Seymour Johnson Air Force Basein
North Carolina. Out on the shooting range last Monday, Jessica shot an amazing 47
out of 50 to become " expert." Jessica isa 2005 graduate of Dexter High School, and
the daughter of Tammy and Wayne Freeman of Dexter.
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