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THE STICKIES; Men At The Cross Devotional

Reprint Compliments of Men At The Cross By Joe White

VIDEO OF THE DAY

1 Corinthians 16:1-4

1Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do.
2On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in
keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be
made. 3Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and
send them with your gift to Jerusalem. 4If it seems advisable for me to go also, they will
accompany me. 

Twice a year, "the stickies" arrive. You can always
recognize them by the fingerprints on the packaging,
and the card that reads: "I lov yew, Dady." They arrive at Christmas time, and on my
birthday, and sometimes for no special occasion at all. The correct celebration is never the
point. The stickies are always the same- a scrap of cloth, a tattered item from the garbage
can, a little wad of yarn with feathers glued randomly to it. Carefully, I run my fingers
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across the colorful plumage, remarking, "Gee, Cooper, this is the most beautiful bird I've
ever received."

Silence intrudes-followed by correction.

"It's a hand gwenade."

Ah, yes-a hand grenade, one of the many tokens of love I've received from my kids over
the years. They are always so touching, so personal . . . so sticky. But it doesn't matter that
they are coated in that goo that covers every child's hands. They are sincere, and that's
why for as long as I live, I would never dream of throwing them away. I keep them in a
special drawer, where my children-who are grown now-can one day bring their children to
rummage through the stickies.

Paul's closing instructions to the Corinthians begins
with sincere giving, (I Cor. 16:1-4).There is perhaps no

greater mark of Christianity than one's willingness to give to others. And Paul doesn't just
instruct the Corinthians to give; he tells them to give habitually-once a week, as soon as
the paycheck comes in.

To be specific, Paul wants them to give to the church in Jerusalem. It is the most
ungrateful that are the most unsympathetic to the needs of those who helped them get
their start. When we know someone, or some ministry that was instrumental in our
spiritual life, we should ask God how we could bless them with our giving. Then, we
should bless them with a blessing they'll never forget.

QUESTIONS:
1. If you were to make a list of the top three people you give to, who would be on that list.
2. In what ways do you give?
3. In what ways would you like to become more giving?
4. In what ways would you like to become more giving?

LIFELINE:
Realize that everything you have is not your own. You have because the Lord has blessed
you and given to you. Are you grateful or are you grumbling from what the Lord has
given to you? Do you return His blessing?.
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