
Local News

Previous 5Get Next 5

TOP

Hux 'Reluctantly' Resigns From City Council
JUNE 21ST 2011 BY NEWS

Hux 'Reluctantly' Resigns From City Council

By Annabeth Miiler,
ShowMe Times Editor

Dexter’s aldermen said farewell to one of their own Monday evening, as an Alderman Dr.
Rick Hux resigned from the board.

Ward II Alderman Hux formally presented his resignation to the board at Monday
evening’s meeting. The board reluctantly accepted Hux’s resignation.

Hux’s wife Annette has accepted a position at Arkansas State University as assistant
department chair of professor of Education, Leadership, Curriculum, and Special
Education at the Jonesboro university. The family is moving to Jonesboro this summer.
However, Hux plans on continuing his position as the director of the Malden Campus of
Southeast Missouri State University.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed serving for two full terms as an Alderman in Ward II and
appreciate our community’s faith and support,” Hux wrote in his resignation letter.

“We certainly have appreciated the contributions,” Mayor Joe Weber said. “We’re going
to miss your humor.”
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Others concurred with Weber’s statements.

“I will tell you, it’s been a privilege working with him,” City Administrator Mark
Stidham said. “He brought a lot to the table and we’re going to miss him.”

“We’re going to miss the old codger,” Alderman Terry Battles joked during Aldermanic
Forum.

“I’m going to miss you guys. I enjoyed this quite a bit,” Hux said during the meeting.
“When I was first approached about running I had to think about it a bit. But I have
enjoyed it. There’s a little melancholy in leaving. I need to go and do these other things
and support my wife in her new job. I have enjoyed serving and hope I’ve been a benefit
to the city.”

Hux completed two complete terms on the city board. He was reelected to a third term
this spring. Hux explained that his wife's position at ASU was not posted until after the
municipal election.

Photo Above: Alderman Rick Hux posed with a "Flat Stanley" children's book
character prior to a Board of Alderman meeting this winter.
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MoDOT Plans Bridge Work on Highwy 114

A SMT News Report

Travelers on Highway 114 in Stoddard County can expect the possibility of a delay as
traffic is reduced to one lane to waterproof a new bridge.

Work to waterproof the asphalt of the Route 114 bridge in Stoddard County will begin
tomorrow, Wednesday, June 22, weather permitting. MoDOT crews will be working from
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and the project is expected to be completed on Friday, June 24.

The roadway will be reduced to one lane with a 12-foot width restriction from County
Road 731 to County Road 737 as improvements are underway. Traffic will be flagger
controlled.

MoDOT officials report that waterproofing the asphalt will help extend the life of the
newly replaced bridge. The bridge was replaced through the Safe & Sound Bridge
Improvement Program.
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Board To Consider FY 2012 Budget

The new budget for the City of Dexter will be considered Monday evening at the regular
meeting of the Dexter Board of Aldermen.

The meeting’s agenda includes a Public Hearing on the FY 2012 budget that will be
considered by the board.

The meeting’s agenda also includes time for the city attorney’s report, as well as reports
from the Police, Streets/Sanitations, Water, Fire, Parks & Recreation, and Library
department heads. In addition, the board will have an opportunity to confirm an
appointment made by Mayor Joe Weber to the Dexter Library Board.

In other city business, the Park and Recreation Board met June 9 for its regular meeting. It
was reported by Park Director Lawson Metcalf that the hot weather earlier in the month
boosted attendance at the Dexter Aquatic Center, reaching a season-high of 325 patrons
earlier this month.

Monday night’s meeting of the Board of Aldermen will begin at 7 p.m. at the Municipal
Building on Vine Street.
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Fathers Day: Let's Honor Dad

By Annabeth Miiler,
ShowMe Times Editor

Everyone has a father, but few of us ever show Dad all of the appreciation he truly
deserves. So, what do we really think makes our Dad special?

Tyler Stevenson just completed a special week with his dad. Talk about father-son
bonding. These two had that opportunity at Boy Scout camp near St. Joseph.

Keith Stevenson grew up attending Camp Geiger in the Pony Express Council of Boy
Scouts of America. And at Camp Geiger as a young man, he became a member of Mic-O-
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Say, the honor camping society of the Pony Express Council. Mic-O-Say’s ceremonies,
customs and traditions are loosely based on the folklore of the American Indian.

By blending the spirit and pride of the American Indian with the ideals and objectives of
the Boy Scouts of America, the Tribe of Mic-O-Say endeavors to prolong the Scouting
adventure with an historical theme that has held the attention and captured the
imagination of boys and men alike for many generations. Its purpose is to reinforce the
principles of the Scout Oath and Law, and to foster continued participation in Scouting.

When Tyler was a young Cub Scout and then Boy Scout, the family lived in St. Joseph,
and Camp Geiger is where he first attended camp. This last week, father and son returned
to camp, where a second generation in the family was chosen to join Mic-O-Say.

“My dad means more than almost anything in life. He has always helped me when I
needed it, and has always tried to do things that would later help me in life,” Tyler said.
Tyler will be an eighth grade student at T.S. Hill Middle School this fall. Keith teaches
advanced science (physics, advanced biology and zoology) at Poplar Bluff High School.

In a neat tradition with the Mic-O-Say, Tyler was “tapped out” this week, becoming a
member of the tribe. And Dad Keith became an Honorary Warrior; the two now share a
bond not only with the tribe, but also in their tribal names.

Keith is known as “Ghost Dancer”. Tyler as a new brave is known as “Little Ghost
Dancer.”

A father-son bond.

“In Boy Scouts, he has led me and showed me how to become a better man and a better
Scout. Even though at points he may be strange, he is still my father and I wouldn’t trade
him for anything.”

Lauren Powers shares a
powerful bond with her
father, too. A bond of music and faith.

This spring father and daughter performed a special duet during the DHS Choirs Pop
Concert. “Butterfly Kisses” is a special song between them – and they have sung it at the
8th grade Talent Show when Lauren left middle school, and now again as she prepared to
graduate from high school. It was a touching moment for father and daughter, and for the
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audience at Pop Concert.

When Lauren thought of words to describe her dad, she had a list with eight words:
strong, kind, hardworking, loving, passionate, comforter, giving and a true Godly man.

She said when she was a young girl and needed a problem solved or question answered,
the first one she would run to would be her father. Lauren just graduated from Dexter
High School where her dad Chuck is assistant principal.

“Even if he was busy, like trying to fix something broken or getting basketball plays
together or lesson plans ready for the next day, he always had enough time to spare, just
to listen. With this I always knew he was there for me,” Lauren said. And Lauren said her
dad is her teacher, preacher and storyteller.

“He always knew the perfect words or story to help me push through my struggle with a
strong heart. Each story told, came from his heart, which led me to know that he had
experienced it before. But I noticed every time recurring in his stories was God, and how
he helped him through his struggles more than anyone else, she said. “Seeing God
through him made me want to experience and have God help me also. With knowing all
that he had said to me, I re-gave my life to God and began a new journey this past year.
Since this, my eyes have been more open to things and I have been able to break down
thick and tall walls that have been inside me for years. I feel so lucky to say that God has
blessed me with a wonderful mentor in my life, and that I also get to call this man, my
father.”

Lauren says she feels lucky that God has blessed her with her father – her mentor.

“I have come to conclusion, in knowing what two words that describes my father just
right. I am very proud to say ‘Charles Edward Powers, you are my Heroic Angel. I love
you so much’,” she said.

Now, Ethan Kincy doesn’t
have as many life

experiences as Lauren or Tyler – he’s going into the fifth grade this fall. But his faith in
and love for his father are just as rock solid this Father’s Day.

Ethan says his dad is pretty special.

“He’s taught me a lot of things, and without him I couldn’t have done it,” he said. “He’s
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taught me how to hunt and to fish.”

Ethan says his dad Darren is a pretty good guy and they have a good time together. He
and dad like to go deer hunting in the fall.

“We like to fish, hunt and be outside and watch baseball,” Ethan said. He and his dad
especially like to watch Cardinal baseball.

While dad is busy with work with the Missouri Department of Transportation, he said he
feels like he’s a lucky kid.

“My dad takes me to church, and that’s important,” Ethan said. “He takes me on trips a lot
– like to Florida and Branson. My Dad’s a really good baseball player.”

Darren is coach on Ethan’s summer league team, and Ethan says his father is taking the
time this summer to help him improve his baseball skills. It's obvious that Ethan respects
his dad's skills with the sport.

Ethan says he’s a lucky kid because he has a special dad. And maybe this Father's Day he
and his dad will go fishing, or go to the fort Ethan’s made in the woods by their house, or
just watch a Cardinal ball game.

So, for kids like Tyler, Lauren and Ethan, today is Father's Day - a time to say thanks to
their dads for all that they do and all that they are. And to maybe take stock in all that
dads do from day-to-day.

A driving force behind the establishment of Father’s Day was Sonora Smart Dodd, born
in Creston, Washington. She was inspired by Anna Jarvis’ efforts to establish Mother’s
Day. Although she initially suggested June 5, the anniversary of her father’s death, the
celebration was deferred to the third Sunday of June.

The first Father’s Day was celebrated on June 19, 1910, in Spokane, USA. In 1966,
President Lyndon Johnson made Father’s Day a holiday to be celebrated on the third
Sunday of June. The holiday was not officially recognized until 1972 during Richard
Nixon’s presidency.

Photos Above: Top Photo - Tyler Stevenson and his dad Keith shared a special week at



Boy Scout camp. Middle Photo: Lauren Powers and her dad Chuck performed
"Butterfly Kisses" - a song about a daddy and his daughter - at Pop Concert in May.
Bottom Photo: One of the things that Ethan Kincy enjoys sharing with his dad Darren
is baseball - especially Cardinal baseball!
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Local Boys Excel, Governor Visits Boys State

By Annabeth Miiler,
ShowMe Times Editor
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WARRENSBURG, Mo. – The young men at Missouri Boys State had a special honor this
week as they experienced first-hand the fundamentals and operation of government.

Not only did Missouri’s governor visit Boys State on Thursday, he signed legislation into
law that will provide more funding for college scholarships that some of the Boys State
participants and their peers may utilize.

Gov. Jay Nixon used the Boys State setting on Thursday to sign legislation that provides
more college scholarships for Missouri students who want to pursue degrees in the
sciences and math.

Several young men from Stoddard County have been participating in Missouri Boys State
this week. Dexter is represented by Owen Flowers, Dylan Heflin, Tyler Miller, and Zane
Olson. Others from the county include Dustin James, Advance; Johnathan Gadberry,
Bloomfield; and Justin Yoebstle of Puxico.

In addition, four of the Stoddard County men were elected to office while at Boys State.
Owen Flowers of Dexter was elected Presiding Commission of Benton County; Dylan
Heflin was elected to the City Council in Weyer City; Tyler Miller was elected as a State
Representative from Blair City and Johnathan Gadberry was elected to the House of
Representatives from Carnahan City.

American Legion Boys States have shaped some of the most prominent leaders in our
country. Bill Clinton, Michael Jordan, Neil Armstrong, and former Missouri Governor
Bob Holden are just a few of the leaders who have come from the Boys State program.
Boys State programs have time and time again led young men to do great things - such is
the nature of the program.

Nixon signed into law House Bill 233, that puts additional resources for scholarships in
math and science and adds needed resources into the state’s nursing programs to help
meet the growing demand for heath care workers.

House Bill 223, the Advanced Placement Incentive Grant Program for STEM and Caring
for Missourians Nursing Education Incentive, passed both chambers of the Missouri
General Assembly with overwhelming bipartisan support.

The legislation establishes a one-time, nonrenewable $500 grant to Missouri public high
schools who score a 3 or higher on AP tests in math or science, and who receive an
Access Missouri award or A+ scholarship.



"I've brought that legislation here today to demonstrate that when we stand together on
common ground, we can provide for the common good," Gov. Nixon told the students
attending Boys State. "Take the lessons you learn this week about governing, and put
them to work in your own lives and careers."
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