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Churches Join Hands To Help Flood Victims

Churches Join Hands To Help Flood Victims

By Annabeth Miller
ShowMe Times Editor

A drive in most any direction from Dexter today, and the devastation |eft the recent spring
floods come into clear focus. Homes damaged and destroyed; families displaced and lives
that have devastated.

Now area churches are beginning to break down walls and fences, join hands and be
"God's gloves and boots' to mend lives and offer hope.

For at least the third time in less than a week, area pastors have gathered together and
heard the message of working together as one body to help people in Southeast Missouri.
On Tuesday they gathered around tables at the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
in Dexter to break bread and form a plan of action.

The initial focus of their combined efforts will be Morehouse —a community where more
than half of the homes have been destroyed or damaged by flooding waters.

“We' ve been working in Morehouse to give those people some hope, because they’ ve lost
everything,” said Pastor Tim Russell. As of Tuesday morning, there have been 273 out of
400 homes in Morehouse that have suffered damage or were destroyed by floods, he
reported.
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But Russell said there needs to be a broad approach, because families have been uprooted
throughout Southeast Missouri and are in need of a helping hand. Communities like
Kinder, Puxico, Caruthersville, New Madrid, East Prairie, Marston and more will need to
recover and recuperate from the floodwaters.

Russell and a corps of pastors are trying to mobilize churches to help neighbors.

“I really fed likesit’stime and very important to come together as one to try and make a
difference,” Russell said.

The approach is holistic — not just helping families in moving back into homes or
relocating, but helping with food, clothing, furniture — all the things that are necessary to
help get started on solid footing. To do this, they say, will take a cooperative effort.

The work this last weekend was just the beginning. Russell and Rev. Mike Kohlbaker
described how crews went into Morehouse starting Friday, May 6, and began work —
starting at the First General Baptist Church. Crews — including teens from First Assembly
of God — returned to Morehouse on Saturday. By Sunday morning the church had been
cleaned of mud, sheet rock pulled, wet carpet removed, and air conditioners running.

“We brought the volunteers to that church,” Russell said. And on Sunday morning, the
community had worship where there had been more than 16 inches of water and mud.

“We'rein thisfor the long haul,” he said. “That means with food, shelter, clothing, sheet
rock, plywood — to put these people back together.” Our priority isto get them dry so that
they have something they can go back to, so these towns don’t become ghost towns. |
believeit’s atime of opportunity - that people all across the region can come together as
one to make a huge difference.”

Russell and the other pastors are encouraging churches to join in the effort to help put
Southeast Missouri back together. Pastors and church groups that would like to get
involved are invited to call 573.624.2500 to become involved.

“Qur priority isto get them dry so that they have something they can go back to - that that
they can have hope,” Russell said. “I believe it’s atime of opportunity that people all
across the region can come together as one to make a huge difference.”

For additional information or to volunteer, contact Project Hope at 573.624.2500.



Photo Above: Tim Russell discusses the efforts of area churchesto join together to help
victims of area floods. A dozen pastors and church representatives gathered for a lunch at
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to discuss the work ahead.
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Five Counties Declared Mg or Disaster

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. - President Barack Obama has ordered federal aid for Missouri
to help the recovery from this spring’ s severe storms, tornadoes and flooding.

. Obama on Monday declared a major disaster in Missouri. The declaration allows federal
funding for individualsin just five counties - Butler, Mississippi, New Madrid, St. Louis
and Taney. The federal assistance includes grants for temporary housing, home repairs
and loans for uninsured property losses. Federal funding also can be used by some
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government agencies and nonprofit groups for emergency work and repairs or
replacements to damaged facilities.

Gov. Jay Nixon said more counties in the state may be designated as disaster areas as
additional damage assessments are compl eted.

“1 appreciate the President taking swift action on the request that | made just four days
ago, so that Missouri families can more quickly recover from the severe storms,
tornadoes, and record flooding that have affected parts of our state,” Nixon said. “Asthe
flood waters recede and more damage assessments can be done, we will ask the federal
government to expand this disaster declaration to provide similar vital assistance to other
impacted communities and families.”

Gov. Nixon declared a state of emergency in Missouri on April 22. That order activated
the State Emergency Operations Center and enabled the state to mobilize its resources -
including the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), the National Guard and
Highway Patrol - to assist local authorities.

Since that time, amost 800 members of the National Guard have been mobilized to

provide assistance where needed; 150 Highway Patrol troopers were assigned to help with
the flooding response in southern and southeast Missouri.
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Gov. Jay Nixon announced Monday that he has asked the USDA's Farm Service Agency
to start damage assessments "as soon as possible” for 56 Missouri counties hit by this
spring’ s severe storms and flooding.

The request isthefirst step in declaring the counties as primary disaster areas -- those
where at least 30 percent of the estimated yield of a crop will be lost or where individual
farmers suffer production losses of more than 30 percent. A disaster declaration would
allow eligible Missouri farmers to be considered for USDA assistance.

Nixon's request includes Stoddard County and the following other countiesin the
ShowMe State: Barry, Barton, Bollinger, Butler, Camden, Cape Girardeau, Carter, Cedar,
Christian, Crawford, Dade, Dallas, Dent, Douglas, Dunklin, Franklin, Gasconade, Greene,
Hickory, Howell, Iron, Jasper, Jefferson, Laclede, Lawrence, Madison, Maries,
McDonald, Miller, Mississippi, New Madrid, Newton, Oregon, Osage, Ozark, Pemiscot,
Perry, Phelps, Polk, Pulaski, Reynolds, Ripley, St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve, St. Louis,
Scott, Shannon, Stone, Taney, Texas, Vernon, Washington, Wayne, Webster and Wright.

Late last week Nixon asked the federal government to declare a disaster in several
counties affected by flooding, including Stoddard County and much of Southeast
Missouri. A federal disaster declaration would alow individuals and governments to get
federal fundsto help with flood cleanup.

Photo Above: Gov. Jay Nixon exits a Blackhawk helicopter while on a tour of flooded

areas in southeast Missouri. Behind himisMaj. Gen. Sephen L. Danner, commanding
general of the Missouri National Guard. (Governor's Office Photo)
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CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo, - A professor and area agriculture expert at Southeast
Missouri State University has delivered a lecture concerning the possible damage to the
land in the Birds Point New Madrid Floodway.

Dr. Michael Aide, chair of the Department of Agriculture at Southeast Missouri State
University, presented a specia lecture on soil damage likely to occur to farms and
agriculture in the Missouri Bootheel as aresult of the breaching of the New Madrid
spillway. The lecture was presented in an AO215 “Sails’ class.

Aide presented the lecture at the request of students and transmitted viainteractive
television to Southeast’ s regional campuses.

The 45-minute lecture is now available online from Southeast. Those interested in this
recorded video may connect from any PC From any PC with a high speed connection. A
spokesman for the University says the link should open Windows Media Player and play
the video.
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|-155 Bridge Open; Roadways Still Closed
A SMT News Report

SIKESTON - The I-155 river bridge from Caruthersville to Dyersburg, Tenn., has
reopened after being hit be a barge on Tuesday.

The Missouri Department of Transportation reported the bridges was inspected after
Tuesday’ sincident and is now open.
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Water covered Highway 51 at the Route 60 overpass Tuesday afternoon, despite efforts
by crews to keep the road open.

Other roadways closed in Stoddard County include;

*- Route 51 - from two miles north of Puxico to Route C (Bollinger County)
»- Route 60 - Westbound traffic diverted to east bound lanes from Route N to Route 114
- Ramp from US 60 east to Route 51 at Fisk

*- Route 91 - from Route P to Route CC (Scott County)

- Route A - from Route E to MO153

. Route AE- from CRD 497 to Route 51

. Route BB - from Route C to Route M

- Route D - CRD 751 to CRD 765

- Route E - from Route FF to Route N

- Route MM - from Route U to Route 102 (Dunklin County)

- Route O - from Route 25 to Route P

- Route T - Route 51 to Route D(Wayne Co.)

. Route Y - from Route AB to Route Z

{ BR} Photo Above: MoDOT crews and volunteers worked Monday afternoon to try and

keep flood waters from covering Highway 51 near the Highway 60 overpassin Stoddard
County. The water continued to flow, and the highway was closed later in the day.
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