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Water Over Spillway; T Highway Cut In Two

By Annabeth Miller,
ShowMe Times Editor

WAPPAPELLO, Mo. – In the wee morning hours, the “unthinkable” happened at Lake
Wappapello when a temporary berm built last week was topped, allowing lake water to
begin flooding below Wappapello dam.

Dale Moreland of the Stoddard County EOS office reported that the topping of the dam
began at about 2 a.m. At 6:30 a.m. Monday, Moreland reported the lake stage was at
398.13, with an expected crest later in the day at 399.2. Output early in the morning was
at 14,000 cfs (cubic fee per second) and expected to exceed 23,450 cfs.

“During the flood of 1945, the largest output was at 18,600 cfs, and lake level was
398.979. So we are getting real close to those records.”

Moreland reported he received a report early Monday morning on the condition of T
Highway, which crosses the spillway and dam.

“I received a report from a highway patrol troop at the scene that T Highway was already
cut in two,” Moreland said.

Floodwaters from Wappapello will flood an area along the St. Francis River Basin south
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into Arkansas and as far east as possibly Highway F in Stoddard County. In anticipation
of the flooding in the county, Moreland said Stoddard County Sheriff’s deputies and
members of Stoddard County’s volunteer fire departments have gone door-to-door in the
projected area.

“They have warned people that they may be flooded and that they may want to evacuate,”
he said. The affected area could reach as far east as Highway F (Aid Road), south of
Puxico and the Powe community. “Dudley will be affected.”

Moreland also said that the flooding from Wappapello would affect Highway 60, saying
the major east-west highway would most likely be closed in different places from Fisk to
the Aid Road. Heavy rains over the weekend dumped even more rain in the region,
exasperating the situation. And almost like pouring salt onto a wound, an additional 3 – 4
inches of rain is expected Monday. Moreland said county emergency workers are
watching the radar constantly for the new round of rain.

“The water is rising,” Moreland said. “It’s not going to be a gush. It will be a slow,
gradual rise and it is rising at this time.”

Photo Above: Flooding waters escape over the berm at the emergency spillway at Lake
Wappapello Monday morning. To the right in the photo, the damage to Highway T by
the water is visible.
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