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Millions of American’s frustration with an outdated, broken and unfair tax code was
met symbolically on Tuesday with news that their attempts to file their taxes online
was currently ‘unavailable’ and that they should ‘come back on Dec. 31, 9999.” That’s
right, the old, clunky and broken tax code – broke the IRS website. Frustrated
Missourians who had spent hours trying to do what’s right, trying to comply with their
tax obligations before the stated deadline, couldn’t even do so because once again,
government had failed them.
The good news is that it’s finally over. This marks the last year you will have to file
under the old and outdated tax system – as a result of President Trump signing the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act into law late last year, the new tax code he and I both authored will
be in full effect when filing day returns one year from now. With it will come an easier
process, one which is simpler, can be done on a single post card sized sheet of paper,
and most important takes less money from you, your farm, your family or your
business.
One of my biggest frustrations while serving as your voice in Congress has been
watching unelected Washington bureaucrats, accountable to no one, spend spend

spend taxpayer money with no consequences. Hand in hand with reducing the size and
scope of your government, is reducing your tax burdens to allow you to keep more of
what you make each year than send to Washington. It is my fundamental belief that
you are the best steward of your valuable resources, that you know best how to save,
invest and help grow your family and this economy – not someone who sits behind a
desk in a federal agency all day and has never stepped foot in Missouri. In that same
regard, I also don’t think some politician whose latest idea to spend billions in
taxpayer dollars to ‘turn the economy around’ will actually help our economy more
than folks keeping more of their money and using their judgment to best benefit our
economy. Simply put, you are best to make that decision, not your government.
Missourians are already benefiting from the new tax code, and getting rid of our
antiquated filing process was the last step. Every single Missourian is operating under
new tax withholding tables which are allowing them to keep more of each paycheck.
In addition, wage increases, bonuses, increased benefits and retirement plus ups have
been delivered to more than 4 million workers across the U.S. I visited some of those
very workers at the AT&T Call Center in Cape Girardeau, at the Tyson Plant in
Dexter, at the Home Depot in Poplar Bluff, at the CVS in Sikeston and at Missouri
Hardwoods Flooring in Birch Tree to hear directly from them about plans for
additional investments in their company or new wage increases and benefits as a result
of the tax cuts bill.
Next year’s filing will be a simple process – lower and simpler taxes mean you keep
more and you file less. With the Standard Deduction doubling to $24,000 per married
couple, over 30 million less filers will be burdened with itemizing out every
deduction. According to the Tax Foundation – under the old tax system, people spent
2.6 billion hours in complying with their returns, that’s a whole lot of lost time with
your family, on your farm, or running your business – just to figure out how much you
owed your government.
Making your government smaller, spending less and taxing less is a fight I will
continue to wage. Saying goodbye to filing taxes under our old code was a major step,
and one which ironically was met with even more government failure this week with
the crashing of the tax filing system. But as we look forward to a new system which
encourages businesses to hire and grow here in the U.S. and rewards folks for
investing more in their family and free time than their government, I will continue the
fight to make that same government work for you, and not the other way around.
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